5th Sunday of Year B 8/2/15

Scripture reading: Job 7:1-7; Psalm:22; Mark 1:29-34

Job is in the depth of despair. He is sick and lonely. He feels betrayed by his
friends. He complains. He asks " what is life and suffering mean?" Note well:

This 1s a prayer to God!
In the Bible, there are many such prayers of complaint to God.

In prayer God wants our un-adorned, true heart. So if we feel empty, tell
him! If we feel angry toward God, tell him: why is such a complaint a prayer?
Because basically deep down we know that God is loving. We just cannot feel

that love. So we beg him to heal us.

In the Gospel Jesus meets suffering in Peter's mother-in-law. At that time a
high fever usually meant that the person was dying. Jesus touched her and
raised her up. Jesus, our God,still feel with people. He suffers with us. If you
are suffering pour your heart to Jesus, complains to him. He gives hope.

Reading Psalm 22. " My God!, My God! Why have you forsaken me..."

Jesus says to you in living voice. " Come to me, you labor and burdened and I

will refresh you." Matthew 11:28

Jesus listens to our prayer of suffering. He suffers with us.
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6th Sunday of Year B 15/2/15

Scripture reading:Gospel of Mark 1:40-15; Hebrews 4:15- 16

Leprosy and other skin diseases were greatly feared in the time of Jesus. To

present the diseases spreading the leper was forbidden to live in his home.

Lepers lives hard, lonely lives in caves. They were forbidden to enter the
places of prayer. If people came near they had to cry out in a loud voice, "I
am unclean, unclean!" So a leper was an outcast with wounds of body and
heart. Healthy people were forbidden by law to touch lepers or anyone else

with serious skin disease.

In the Gospel we see two characters, the leper and Jesus, both breaking the

law!
First the leper approaches Jesus with confidence and boldness.
Jesus see him and moved with deep compassion.

Jesus touches leper. Jesus obeyed laws, but in the case compassion and love

was more important than a minor law.
what is the message for us today in the Gospel?

First, in prayer let us approach Jesus with boldness. Jesus wants to meet us

unadorned, as we are. - Also read Hebrews 4:15-16

Today when we read of miracle in the Gospel let us emphasize, not the
miraculous so much, as the love behind the miracle. We today being bold and

going out to meet Jesus can taste his love care and compassion.
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