3rd Sunday of Lent 8/3/15

Scripture : 1 Corinthians 1:22-25;John 3:16

When I was a young priest I went swimming with 30 seminarians in a sea
with high waves and strong undercurrent. It was my first time for me in a

sea.l was dragged under and I thought I was going to drown.

Is this the end for me? I was full of panic! Then a young seminarian from the
Pacific island of Tonga very skillfully dived in and saved me. I was full of
gratitude. I feel that gratitude still. 10 years and 20 years after the event we

used to meet and we both felt an intangible connection.

You who read this have had the same experience. Jesus has offered his life

on the cross to save you.

St. Paul in today’s second reading says: “We preach that Christ was nailed to
a cross. To the Jews this an obstacle, to the Gentiles foolishness. To us it is

God’s power and wisdom” 1 Corinthians 1.

Some people who see a crucifix for the first time say:"It is scary” “It is cruel!”
“It gives me a bad feeling” Yes it is cruel.But a Christian sees the love behind
the cross. For us it 1s the proof that Jesus loves each one of us. At the last
Supper Jesus said:"The greatest way to show love to friends to die for them.

You are my friends." -John 15:13
Hold your crucifix and say to yourself: “Jesus loves me this much”

And especially when you experience suffering Jesus says from the cross “I
suffer with you.” The love from Jesus is alive and active today. Behind the
cross we see Jesus resurrection is our hope. Jesus suffering on the cross is

our consolation, his resurrection is our hope.

The Cross 1s God’s love for each of us today. That love is alive and warm.
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4th Sunday of Lent 15/3/15

Scripture: Ephesians 2:4-10; Psalm 137; John 3:14-21

An old story from tradition goes like this: This apostle of Jesus, John, was
exiled to the island pf Pasmos. Many Christians came to listen to his
sermons. The Sermons were all with the same theme: "God is love. God loves

each one of you."

One day someone said to John. "Give us another Theme!" John answered: "
The fact that God loves you is the most important message of Jesus. If you

realize that truth, everything else follows."

That story challenges each of us today. Do we really believe deep in hearts

that God loves each one as we are?

In the reading from Ephesians Paul tells us: " God loves us with so much love
that he was generous with his mercy. We were sinners but he brought us to
life with Christ " Ephesians 2:4) And in the Gospel we read : "Yes God loved
the world so much that he gave us his only Son ( Jesus.)" (John 3:15)

God loves us as we are. He does not love us because we may have good,

fervent Christian! God loves every human being without conditions.

The following point is most important- we can never earn this love. we can

never ever realize the great depth of this love by our own human effort.

Paul tells that this gift of this faith comes not by anything of your own, but
by the gift of God, not by anything that you have done" ( Ephesians 2:8-9)

Let us pray. "O Jesus, please open the eyes and ear of my heart to know how

much you love me. I am weak but you love me just as I am.

To really realize this truth is the greatest and most important gift that you

could give me Amen. "
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Passion Sunday B 29/3/15
Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22; Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 15:1-39

From this Sunday until next Sunday, the church celebrates the most solemn
week of the year. It is called " Holy Week."

Today, Passion Sunday, we consider the sufferings of Jesus and what they
mean to us. On Thursday we recall Jesus' last supper with his 12 disciples.
On Friday we again recall Jesus dying on the cross. By freely sacrificing his
life because he loves us he won for us peace and salvation. On Saturday night
and Sunday, we celebrate Jesus conquering death. He died on the cross, but

after 3 days experienced resurrection. He gives us hope.

The Scripture readings are long but beautiful. Jesus fulfills Isaiah's

prophecy- Isaiah 50:4-7. Jesus was insulted and bullied.

He knows " how to reply to the weary." He went though emptiness of heart-
Psalm 22. and yet he was God. The God of love for us- Philippians 2:6-. Then
we read Mark's Passion narrative. " In truth this man was the Sun of God" -
Mark 15:39.

Endo Shusaku in his " Life of Jesus" chapter 10 writes:-

" In the olive grove called Gathsemane Jesus was battling with the fear of
death. In order to become the one who travels the road of life with us, and in
order to show clearly that he was truly the God of love, he had to experience
death in its most excruciating form. He had to taste the sadness and
suffering that all human taste. If he did not suffer in this way, he would not
be able to share in our human sadness and sufferings. If he did not suffer in
this way, he would not be able to face us and say:" Look at me! I am right

beside you. I too have experienced suffering, even more than you."

Because Jesus has experienced suffering he is able to face us and say:" I

understand you when you suffer because I too have experienced suffering."

Indeed our Good Jesus is full of compassion! Let us go to him.
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