Resurrection Easter Sunday Year B 5/4/15

Scripture: Colossians 3:1-4; Psalm 118; John 20:1-9

All last week we recalled to mind the suffering and death of Jesus. Today we
celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. This is not an event that just happened
2000 years ago and has no connection to us today. The Resurrection of Jesus

touches our daily lives today.

All powerful, but seemingly rather distant God became human 2000 years
ago. He lived in the small country Israel. From that wonderful moment when
he became human our God became close to us humans. Truly God, and truly
human Jesus suffered and died like us humans. But he conquered suffering
and death and arose to a new life. By this resurrection Jesus is now alive and
lives amongst us. Our God Jesus is not far off. He is very close. Being truly
human Jesus experienced human limitations. Jesus experienced human
fraility. Precisely because Jesus has experienced human weakness, he
understands our human weakness, suffering and anxieties. Jesus walks the
path of life with us. Jesus is our fellow traveler in life’s journey. Let us talk to
him as our best friend. Jesus says to each of us: I call you my

friend”(John15). Jesus is so approachable.

The Resurrection of Jesus gives each of us great hope. At Baptism we are
united to the Risen Jesus. Yes, we meet suffering and die as Jesus did but we
also rise to new life as he did. Jesus is beside us all through our life, in its
joys and sadness. Jesus leads us to eternal life in Heaven. This makes our

life really worth living.

Today in a living voice Jesus says to each one of us:“Fear not! I am with you.

Come to me all you who labor and are burdened and I will refresh you”
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2nd Sunday of Easter: Divine Mercy Sundy Year B 12/4/15

Scripture reading: Psalm 118; Hebrews 15:8; John 20 :19-31

In the Bible the words mercy and loving kindness are used often. Our God is
full of mercy and loving kindness. But more than words the example of Jesus

1s more complete and easier to understand.

Let us look at the example of Jesus’ mercy and loving kindness towards the
apostle Thomas. Thomas was one of Jesus specially chosen 12 disciples. Like
most of his Jewish countryman Thomas hated the Roman army of occupation.
Thomas earnestly desired freedom for his country. He thought Jesus would
be a political savior who would expel the hated Romans from Israel. But
Jesus often said he was not that type of political savior. But Thomas was deaf
to these words. When Jesus suffered a criminal’s death on the cross Thomas
was in the depths of despair Thomas ran away. He did not want to meet
anyone. When he came back to the group they all said: “I will never believe
the risen from the dead.” Thomas said: “I will never believe the resurrection,

unless I tough the wounds of the nails in Jesus’ hands.”

Thomas was full doubts, he had weak faith, he had lots of questions. He

himself was a man with a heart full of wounds.

The risen Jesus appeared a second time. Jesus did not scold Thomas. Jesus
accepted Thomas with all his doubts, weakness and wounds. The Risen
Jesus 1s the same to us today. Our God is NOT a punishing God. Jesus
accepts us as we are. Jesus’ heart is full of mercy and loving God. Let us meet
Jesus in prayer and taste this divine mercy and loving kindness. Let us
share it with others showing kindness to our family, friends, work-mates and
even those we do not really like! With Thomas let us say — My Lord and my
God.
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3rd Sunday of Easter Year B 19/4/15

Scripture reading: Act 3: 13-19; Psalm 4; Luke 24 :35-48

Jesus died on the cross on a Friday at 3 p.m. Where were his disciples? On
Friday, all Saturday until early Sunday morning they had locked themselves
in an second story room. They were frightened. Perhaps the leaders would
kill them too. They were down-hearted to the depths. Their hopes were
smashed. One of their group, Judas had sadly committed suicide. This
always affects friends. They felt a deep sense of cowardice. Cowardice is a
heavy burden to carry in one’s heart. But the deepest feeling was the shame
and guilt they felt at deserting Jesus. Their leader, Peter, had denied he even

knew Jesus.

Some women had told them that Jesus was alive, but these men did not

accept a women’s testimony.

Into this down-hearted, dark atmosphere the Risen Jesus appears. The
disciples think .he is a ghost. Ghosts came back to take vengeance was their
belief. But the Risen Jesus says: “Peace be with you.” In a most gentle way
Jesus shows that it is really himself. They touch his hands. They to assure
them Jesus eats a slice of fish. (Ghost do not eat food!) This was an act full of

thoughtfulness.

Consider how Jesus understands human weakness. He 1s so kind and

forgiving. He is so thoughtful. Jesus does not scold the disciples.

We today can meet Jesus alive today in Bible, in prayer, in the Christian

community, in his sacraments and in the poor.

And as Jesus did to the disciples 200 years ago, he continues to explain the

deep meaning of the scriptures to us today.
The Risen Lord Jesus is alive and with us now.

Our God 1s kind. Our God is near.
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4th Sunday Easter B 26/4/15

Scripture: Acts 4:8-12; Psalms 118; I John 3:1-2; John 10:11-18

Recently I was asked this question: “Jesus Christ is my savior. What does
that mean?” This question made me think ! Here is my answer. Imagine this
scene. God looks down on the humans of this world and God sees humans in
darkness. The problem is that humans have forgotten God. They have built a
deep pit between themselves and God. Humans live in darkness. To save
humans from this sad condition. God, who is our Father, sent his Son into
this world to save us. That Son is Jesus, who is truly God and truly human.
Jesus offered his life on the Cross to save us. That is, we were not only
reconciled to God, we 1n fact became his children. You and I are a child of God.
The gentle God is our Father. He gives us new life. These are not just
symbolic and poetic words. We are truly, each of us, a child of God. He calls
us each by our personal name.( Is. 43:1 ) We are wrapped in his love. I ask
you to take the first two lines of today’s second reading and ponder them
slowly and deeply. “Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, by
letting us be called God’s children; and that is what we are (I John 3:1).

In the Gospel Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me.” (John 10:14). In the original Greek of the Gospel the verb “to
know” is a very strong word, full of meaning. It is not a surface knowing. It is

a warm deep relationship. Jesus too calls each of us by name ( John 10:3).

Our God is close. Our God is gentle. Our God understands the weak human

heart. Our God loves each one of us.

Let us go to this gentle God and talk to him. Let us share this great gift

with others (i.e. “the other sheep”).
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