THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI)
7/6/15

Scripture: Exodus 24: 3-8; Psalm: 16:12-18; Hebrews 9:11-15; Mark: 14:12-26

In today’s scripture readings the key word is ‘covenant’. This is a rather
difficult word, but it is very important in the Bible. Covenant has a very

important place in our daily lives.

A covenant is a two-way solemn promise between two parties. In ancient
times blood was used when making a covenant. This symbolized that both
parties would keep the promise even if it cost shedding their life’s blood. A
covenant mutual promise was made especially when two parties who had

been at war were now making peace.

For example American Indians. When two tribes made a peace covenant
each chief cut his thumb and the two would join thumbs to mix blood. “We
will keep this promise even if we have to die.” In Japan’s Bushi-era there was

a blood seal (keppan).

At Baptism God our Father (Abba) makes a solemn covenant promise to each
of us. “You are my special loved child. I promise you that I will be close to you

always and I will protect you.”

Jesus at the last Supper when he gave us his own body and blood said over
the bread and wine: “This is my body. This is my blood of the new and

everlasting covenant.”

At every Mass God’s covenant promise is repeated. Our God tells us again

and again that He 1s with us and protects us.

But a covenant is a two-way promise. We in turn say: “My father God, I am
your child. I trust you. I put my whole life into your hands. I belong to you.

This is my promise.

In this way God’s covenant promise enters our daily lives. Every day we can

feel safe and be at peace.
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11th Sunday of Year B 14/6/15

Scripture: Ezechiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92; 2nd Corinthians 5:6-10; Mark
4:26-34

One month ago in my garden plot I planted radish seeds (they showed green
above the earth in 3 days). I also planted white small turnip seeds (they took
10 days). I also planted carrot seeds. I thought they were a complete failure.
But just last night I see a row of small green shoots of carrot. Different seeds

have different times of mature. One lotus seed matured after 1,300 years.

Ezechiel and Jesus is telling us that the Kingdom of God, or the time when
all humans know that God loves them, will take time to mature. The parable

also gives hope to the Church.

Frances Xavier came to Japan 466 years ago. It is the church that Jesus,
our God, founded. Why then is only 1% of Japanese followers of Jesus? The

seed has been planted.

Jesus tells us to be patient, to be trusting, to have hope. Jesus our God is
working — different seeds mature at different times. But believe this: GOD is

with us and works among us.

Hope is a very necessary part of being a Christian. Hope looks to the future
with trust in God’s love. The fact that God loves every single person is the

basis of our hope.

If you think of your future and are afraid — this is a call to hope. Realize
that God loves you personally and will look after you. Then hope will be born

in your heart.

If your children or grand-children seem to have taken the wrong path, pray
for them. The seed planted in their hearts will someday mature. Pray! Have

hope!
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12th Sunday of Year B  21/6/15

Scriptiure:Job 38:1;8-11;Psalm 107;Mark4:35-41

The people in today’s Gospel say among themselves about Jesus: "Who is this

person?”
We ask ourselves the same question today.

Today’s Gospel gives us the answer in story style. Jesus had been teaching a
large crowd outside, so he would be using a loud voice. This takes a lot of
energy. Jesus was extremely tired. With his disciples Jesus gets into a boat to
cross the lake of Galilee. As often happens on that lake a sudden storm hit
them. But Jesus so tired was fast asleep. Here we see a very human Jesus.
The frightened disciples awaken Jesus saying : “Master, do you not care for
us? We are sinking.” Jesu stood up facing the storm wind and high waves
and said: “Wind and waves! Be still.” The wind stopped and the sea was still.

This shows that Jesus was the true God.

Join these two aspects of this scene and we discover who Jesus is. Jesus is
100% human like us, and at the same time 100% God. How can this be? We
do not understand. It is a mystery of faith. However this makes our God very
close to us humans. Our God has experienced our humanity. He understands
us. Jesus is very approachable. Without embarrassment we can tell him our

joys, our worries our sufferings.

In our lives we experience storms of the Heart. These can be storms of worry,
suffering, rejection, loneliness, sadness etc. Ask Jesus to calm your storm of
heart. He is listening to you. Jesus says in living voice to each of us: “Come to
me all you who are tired and weighed down. I will refresh you.” (Matthew

11:28)
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13th Sunday of Year B 28/6/15

Scripture reading: Wisdom 1 :13-15; Psalm: 30; Mark 5:21-43.

Who is Jesus for you? What kind of a person is Jesus — for you personally?
Mark in his Gospel asks that question to all of us. He asks to wait until the
end of the Gospel, that is, Jesus’ death and Resurrection, before we answer

that important question.

Let us look at the two miracles today to build up our image of Jesus. To do
that, we need to get into the heart of the two people. First: .Jairo was
desperate. His 12 years old daughter was sick and close to dying. “Please
come and cure her, Jesus.” Jesus sets out. Second: While going to Jairo’s
house a woman with a hemorrhage touches Jesus’ cloak. She too was
desperate. Shad been bleeding for 12 years and had tried many doctors and
medicines. An important pint is that by the law made by the Pharasees she
was forbidden to enter the Temple to pray, and forbidden to mix with others.
Imagine the wounds of her heart — rejection, loneness, worthlessness, failure.
At first the power of Jesus cured her bodily sickness, then by meeting Jesus
and talking to him she was cured of the wounds of her heart. “My daughter!

Go in peace. Your faith has cured you.”

Then Jesus continues going to Jairo7s home. But his daughter has died.

Jesus with power of God gives her new life.

These two miracles show both the gentleness and power of Jesus. When we

see the human heart of Jesus we are also seeing the gentle heart of our God.

The early Christians who read this passage in Mark’s Gospel saw death as

going to sleep and Jesus awakens us and we are in Heaven with him.

Let us meet this gentle Jesus today in prayer, and share his kindness with

others.



FME13FXH BF 201546 A 28 H

=8 & N fab g =Y A
BlLyvpsiD

mEEASERICHES K5I

EREPAST  ANFE 1:13-15; 5%#R 30; <)L 5:21-43.

BEITEDTAIRKRIEIEENTT D A TRKRIEEALZATT D — HLEFEAN
[2ED T, RILAFEB DR TIIZBAARZICHNDITET BB DERDOYETHD
KIITEEAHFET, DFY . A TREFRDFELEE. TORULERMIZEZ BRI,

AIRBEDAA—CHED=HIZESBED 2 DDOFMERFELLS, TD=HIZ, HiE
EZADADDIZABDRBENHYET  F—IZ. V1O ALLMEEETLE, it
DIEBEFIFAIRFEESLTOELEZD, YIOFBEDPRICVEL =z, 12 BDIRE
MR TIRIZESTLIZ [ TR RTIREAL TZELY, I/ TRERIFT<CICH
MTEL= BT YMODRITITGER T, HIMD EF SN A ARICAEY FELT -,
WxFFToMVIMELTULELZ, 12 ERICZLDOERICHNY., BEHL., B1EE
FEONRELEL RUIBRAUME, Z7U S A IRIFEEICI > TRE A HEBDOF T
FBECLEAERDDILEEEZELTWEL BEDDDEERBLTAELLD, IBR.
i, &3L1=9 . KBE A TRBZRD DIERA). ADREALFELIZ, TIAHBAIR
FREE B> THET LT DDELNPEINEL z, TIRK, FHDSEIZITERILY,
HIET-DEMIHE-FRmLT=, ]

FNDBATRKIEVAOADRIZITEELz. LMALIRIFFEATLEWEL -, D
NEFOAIIAKIIRIZHLLVGEEZFT,

CD2DDFWHIEATRERDOSLESEN DI AZRLEL . 1 TREHD AREL
TOLERDEE, HOEBLWMDEDLRDIENTEET,

ARDOFIAMERFTIILOEBEEDCDEREZHA T, EZRDHZLET. 1T RKIE
M-EDEZEREFIE RETAIRRE—REICLDEZZFEL,

SH.FHYDPTOILDAIRAFICTHEWELLS, thDAESITRBFHEDPELEE
AhEENELLS,



