ST. THERESE

Scripture: Wisdom4:7-15, Isaiah66:12-12,Mathew 18:1-14

At Baptism we receive a baptismal name. That saint in heaven guards and
prays for us. When a new church is blessed a spiritual name is given. That
saint 1s asked to guard and pray for the people of that church. The church in
Shin-koyasu has as our heavenly protector, St Teresa of the Child Jesus

(also called Therese of Lisieux also The Little Flower).

Theresa was born in France, and lived in the small town of Lisieux in 1873.
She was the youngest of 5 sisters. Her mother died of breast cancer when
she was 4. She was entered the enclosed Carmel convent when she was 15.
For 9 years Teresa lived an unspec tacular life and died of TB at 24.Her
superior had asked Theresa to write her life story. After her death this
manuscript was sent to all Carmel convents and from there it spread
through the whole world. It became a number one best seller. It was called

‘A story of a soul’.

To understand why it was so popular we must understand the atmosphere
in the whole world (Spartan education) and in the Church an insidious
heresy taught by scholars called Jansenism. This group emphasized God’s
justice (not his mercy and forgiveness), God’s law, hell, strict penances were
emphasized. To receive Holy Communion was only for a holy elite. God
seemed a distant and severe. God chose Teresa read Isaiah 66:12-12 and
this lead her to a true Biblical image of God. God is the gentle ‘Abba’ his
heart is full of loving-kindness. Jesus is the friend who walks the path of life

with us. Thank you God! Thank you St.Teresa.
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28th Sunday of Year B 11/10/15

Scripture reading: Wisdom 7:7-11; Psalm: 90; Hebrews 4: 12-13; Mark
10:17-30.

Today’s Gospel is scenes in the New Testament. This young man was

looking for happiness, peace and security.

I often go to the local bookstore. I always look at the most popular selling
books. Very often among the top 10 popular books is one that tells us how to
live happy, peaceful, secure life. So often such a book deal with only bodily
health and relief of stress!

The young man asks Jesus “What must I do to gain eternal life?” Now! that
is key question! It is a question we must ask ourselves because it is

fundamental to our happiness now in this life.

God has concealed us to live this very temporary life and then, on dying,
pass through to eternal life with God in heaven.

In other words, this life is preparation for eternal life with God. In realizing
our true purpose in this life, and in preparing for eternal life we will find

true happiness now in this world.

However, Jesus warns us in strong words that we humans cannot make this
preparation using our own human strength and wisdom alone. We MUST
rely on God’s help. Jesus says: “It is impossible for humans (to save
themselves), but everything is possible for God (Mark 10: 27)

Material possessions are not evil in themselves, but sometimes they became
number one in our lives and we forget God and our life’s purpose. How much
time do we spend talking to God (in prayer) and how much time do we spend
watching TV? video games? hobbies? etc. etc.

In the Gospel the young man went away sad — he had great wealth. But did
he remain sad his whole life? “Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him.”
(Mark10: 21). I feel that later in his life the young man remembered Jesus’

look of love and followed Jesus with all his heart. There is great hope for us

today too! Let us pray for wisdom.
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29'"  Sunday of Year B 18/10/15

Scripture: Isaiah 53:10-11; Hebrews 4:14-16; Mark 10:35-45

In recent months we have seen family rivalry in family firms. The church
too 1s made up of frail humans. The church people too have power struggles.
In Jesus time among his 12 disciples there was a power struggles. So today
especially, let us not read the Gospel incident as something that happened

2000 years ago. This scene concerns us today.

The 12 disciples of Jesus thought that Jesus would soon lead a powerful
army to chase the despised Roman occupation army out of their country.
Two disciples, James and John, came secretly to Jesus asking to be number
one and number two in that army. The other 10 disciples were angry

towards these two — each wanted a special high position for himself!

This Gospel scene is a challenge to each of us. Let us examine our
conscience. Let each ask: Do I compare myself to another ? Do I think I am
better than another ? Do I like power and prestige ? Do I want to be honored

by others ? Do I selfishly put myself above others ? Am I jealous ? etc. etc.

Jesus tells us: “Anyone who wants to become great must become a servant.

Anyone who wants to be first, must become the servant of all.”(Mark 10:44)

Jesus 1s both our example and our help. At the Last Supper Jesus washes

the feet of each disciple — a servant’s work.

Today Jesus gives to each of us a very big challenge. We cannot be humble if
we rely only on human strength. Let us go to Jesus and ask for his help.
“Jesus feels our weakness with us... Let us be confident then, in
approaching the throne of grace. We shall have mercy from him, and find

grace when we are in need of help.”(Hebrews 4:16)
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30th Sunday of Year B 25/10/15
Scripture: Jeremiah 31:7-9, Psalm 126, Mark10:46-52

The Bible is interesting! So often there is an ancient historical incident
that beneath it has a modern message. In today’s Gospel we see an
historical healing by Jesus, but beneath that scene is an important call to
all of us today. The emphasis is ‘call’ rather than ‘healing’.

Jesus heals the blindness of Bartimaeus. I am Bartimaeus. ] AM BLIND. I
HAVE BLINDNESS OF THE HEART.

I am called to recognize, to see, my own faults and weakness. I am called to
see 1n a deeper way my vital need of Jesus as savior. I am called, like
Bartimaeus, to cry out to Jesus for help, and keep crying out. Do not let me
be influenced by what others say.

Jesus says to me in a living voice today: “What do you want me to do for
you ?“ I am called to answer honestly-what do I need MOST.

I am called to see the sufferings of others and give encouragement. I am
called to see that the unforgiveness in my heart needs attention and I am
called to face the problem and forgive (with God’s necessary help).

I am called, like Bartimaeus, to throw off my cowardice (a cloak of the heart),
jump up with joy and follow Jesus on his path. I always walk that path hand

in hand with Jesus and with my brothers and sisters in faith.

In this Gospel scene Mark wants us to get into the body and heart of
Bartimaeus. Read this scene (Mark 10:46-52) very, very slowly. Image the
scene. Do not be just a spectator, be Bartimaeus himself. You are sitting,
blind, on the side of a sandy road.

You hear a crowd. "Who is it?” you ask. “Jesus” is the answer. You jump up
go at meet Jesus. He asks “What do you want most ?” “Load Jesus that I

may see.”

Load Jesus, open the eyes of my heart that I may see you and get to know

you better. I want to follow you on your path of life.
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