ALL SAINTS of Year B 1/11/15
Scripture reading: Psalm: 24; 1st John’s Letter: 1-3; Matthew 5:1-12.

Today is a special feast day in honour of ALL saints. We have feast days for
extra-ordinary saints; for example, Saint Ludovico Ibaragi, St. Thomas
More, St 7Thérese of Lisieux. But .today is honour of all the ordinary people
who have entered Heaven. There are our relatives, ancestors, friends and
countless numbers. We honour them; we thank them; we ask them to pray
for us. The communion of saints is a great consolation. There is still that

bond between those who have died and ourselves still on earth.

However, there is also a challenge for us on today’s feast! We too are called
to be saints in Heaven. We have already started to be saints because ‘the
Father loves us so much that we ar called God’s children, and that is what

we are (2nd reading/ Jn. 3:1)".

How can I be a ordinary saint and so get to Heaven? Jesus shows us the
road in Heaven in the Gospel. There are 8 sign-posts to Heaven. Follow
these sign-posts and ‘your reward will be great in Heaven’ (Matt. 5:12). The

8 sign-posts to Heaven are:

D Acknowledge your weakness (i.e., poverty) and totally depend on
God’s strength.

@ Forget self and be gentle, kind and thoughtful to others.

@ You will meet suffering. Let it make you encourage others who
suffer.

@ When there is a choice between good and bad; be brave, choose good.

® Forgive others even when they hurt, insult or reject you. God accept
each of us as we are, let us do the same to others.

©® Give yourself to God TOTALLY 100% - not 50% or 80%.

(@ Be an instrument of peace — in your home, school or workplace.

Do what is right even if you are treated badly.

Jesus promises us that our reward will be in Heaven. We too will be saints.

Let us walk the path to Heaven with others.



IR A B4 2015 11 A1 H

ELVADE?]

ERZEPAEE . 354 24; A/ 1:1-3; XA 51-12.

SHOBREFXITARTOEAEZEZ5FMGHA T HFAlGEAD-HDH
BHYET, AL BILFEIRK, BN R-E7 UD2DETLYT L
LS BIEIXEICAETRTOADSOADHRBTY , Fh=bDFHEE. . KA
EHAZNTENBD AL, BoTMA . BWOITREHL. AA-bD=HICHo TS
WEFEWET  BERDORHY GEEADBY) (FREFLEEOHTT, T2z A E
h EICFELWDI - BEORMICIEFELETLENHYET,

LHL. SEDOHRVBIFFAIZBICE>THETEHYFET | FAf-BLXRETEAIC
BAEIFIENTNET , F=BIFESEANITRYNFTTNDIDTY, IR HFAtz
LEEMDFEEV., HizLizbIEZ55D NS TY I (BTG, /v 3:1)

ESTNIESDIDEANITH ST, KEIZAZDTLEID A TRKRIZEBTTK
EADEERLELIz. RE~DBELDRIE8OHYFET . COBELEIRE=ENIE.
[REITOHE=OMWNIKEWDI(TEA 5:12) RE~ND8DDELDHINIE:
® Bl BLIZHMY, D AITE>TKFED,

Q@ BREmNT. HAIZELL RUTRLWLYULHS,

@ WAHITHEITLES, MATNDBAZETR DFELLD,

@ ELEDZERLIOHNIEL, BRUCEEZUFELLD,

® Botonh, F#SN EEINTH MAZHLELLS, MIEFAFb—A— A
EHYDFEFIZRIFTANES  F=bB AICECELSITLELLD,

® 50%. 80% THK, ELIZ, 100% B NEHIZEZFELLS,

@ FHOERIZGYFELLD, RT. ERT.BIET,

VDEWVMEITEZZITTH ELLNZEELELLD,

A IRFZRIEIKETOHLE-OMLDIMIKRENERRGSVVEL, FAF-BEE AR
UET, EIDANE—RIZKBE~NDEEZSEELLD,



32nd Sunday of Year B 8/11/15

Scripture: 1 Kings 17:10-16; Psalm 146; Mark 12:38-44

In the Gospel we see two people. The first is a rich man who puts say
¥20,000 in the temple collection box. He is well dressed and wants everyone
to see his “generosity”. People will see him and say: “He is a great religious
man.” The second person is a poor widow. Her clothes are old and worn-out.

Secretly, without fuss, she puts in all she has — which is only ¥20.

Jesus notices her and says that her gift is considered far more valuable to
God than the man who put in a lot of money. Why? Because the woman had
trust in God. The rich man was a fake. He was looking for reward from
people. He did not think of God. The widow put in all she had because she
trusted God.

This scene has challenges for us today. Perhaps we are called to give
someone our time. Are we beaten by the excuse “I am busy”. I do not have
time to spare to visit a sick person, or comfort a lonely person, or to listen to

the problems of a worried person.

Jesus notices lonely, worried and sick people. He notices this poor widow in

a crowd (Mark 12:42). Jesus notices the man who was sick for 38 years. He
was in a crowd too (John 5:1). Jesus notices how his disciples are against a

woman who anoints his head (Matt. 26:10). Jesus is our model. Do we notice
people who seem lonely, tired, sick or troubled, or bullied? Do we offer such

people encouragement ? Or are we too busy with our own affairs ?

Finally if you feel lonely, tired, sick or troubled, go to Jesus in prayer. Jesus,
our God, calls each of us by name (Isaiah 43). We are precious in his eyes,
and he loves us. In a living voice Jesus says: “Come to me all you are tired

and carry heavy burdens and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28)
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3314 Sunday of Year B 15/11/15

Scripture: Psalm 16, Daniell 12.1-3, Mark 13.24-32

The scripture readings from Daniel and Mark are called apocalyptic
literature. Symbols, for example dragons, and various images are used. To
the ancient peoples it was popular and well understood. To us today it is
very difficult for the ordinary person to understand. But to me the most
important point is the purpose of apocalyptic literature. It was to tell people
suffering persecution to have hope because God will be their help. Our

loving God stands beside those who suffer.

So let us look at the Responsorial Psalm 16 which is a summary of the two
apocalyptic readings. The theme is: Keep me safe, O God; you are my hope! 1
use the Contemporary English Version. “Protect me, Lord God, I run to you
for safety...Every good thing I have is a gift from you... You, Lord, are all I
want. You are my choice and you keep me safe. You make my life pleasant,
and my future is bright. I praise you, Lord, for being my guide... I will
always look to you as you stand beside me and protect me from fear. With all
my heart I will celebrate, and I can safely rest... You have shown me the
path to life and you make me glad by being near to me. Sitting at your right

side, I will always be joyful.”

If you are suffering read this Psalm 16 slowly and as a prayer. Jesus is the
fulfilment of this Psalm. Jesus says to each person today in an living voice:
“Fear not because I am with you.” When we suffer we seem to be alone-but
we are NOT. Jesus, our God, stands beside us. We are never alone. Jesus
says today to each of us. ”Come to me all you who are tired from carrying

heavy burdens and I will give you rest.”(Matt 11:28)

This 1s the basis of our hope. Let us share hope with others.



FRIFE33EH BFE 2015411 A 15 H

Ve,
A TR&ZRETFH=-bZEELT

N
_ k?lﬂo
FEEVTRES AL %/ N
EEMH: B 16(lKFo TSN A =ZITILDTEE 12.1-3, )L 13.24-32

SHOEZMRGEM. A —TILOFBELVI/ILADBEIIBRRNZEEEINTE
Y, 2LDIURIL (FIZIEERHRRIGA A=) BMEDITLET , ZDFFRD
ARIZIE— MR TEELOTVEDTLEN, SOBRKO—ROARIZIEZZD LS
BOURIVIEEBRELIZKWVTLED, LAL., FAICE>THRIEELRILIFIEARXED
BHTHEHBEAIZVLVNETY,

BLOVBEEICELL ARIZ, HENE LB R BEMITTTISEVLSHEES
ABTENRTINEDENTY . FAF-EDE T 5MERE. ELL ALK DBEICLDE
IOTHELNFET,

SHOBEFREGFE10IE. 2DDERRXEDFLEDHIDLSLGEDTTDT, 5
ATHELLS, T—IEM K, SFoTIEZE, BT EH-LOFEITT,

ML, HEIIHLDZT50TY, Hhi=LDZIT5F. bhi-LDEZEFH<H =,
HLIZHEZ T HZEES, MiEbi-LoZIZEon. HizLIXIT-oL T SHY
LYo

HELODBEERITHEEH SN MBFZIEDPToMITES,
HEEEADELEREODEIZRETONT | HEZHIANHERTLIDEEFN
AR

HEEIEVDEDEEZRLTLIZES, HET-DRIZEHSNEIEYN
HEE=OBLEIZIFKEDELA

ELATWAEE DoKYLZDFRE 16 ZHRAFELLS TNIEFFYIZHRYET . 1T
ABRIFCDFRDEHRTY . A TRERIE. EETVSETSH. Al — AV EYIC
MNET, BB, HizLIEHATzEHICWDIFELLNEE, FAT-B (XTI IZ &R
CEITMN. Z5TEBYVEE A M-EDHTH LA TREDFAT-LDBEITI>TEH
BNFET, FBIERLTRYTIEHBYFER A A TR, Az — AV &Y
WET . BB, EREESE L. FNTEHLOBEITERKEGEEWD, KFEETH
(F&31(FH2A 11:28)

NDFIFEDFEDEEGBENELE>TOET MDA LR ECDFEEDMHEEL
FL&LDo



Jesus as a King Year B 22/11/15
Scripture: Psalm23, Daniel, 7:13-14 Psalm93, John18.33-37

Jesus as a King is difficult to imagine! Because the kings we know, or have

read about, are remote from the ordinary people.

Only those in his court are well dressed and well fed! Kings start wars when
the ordinary people die. The impose heavy taxes and build big palaces.

These Kings issue orders from above!

Let us throw out all these images from our minds. As so often happens in
the Bible, an everyday word is taken and a NEW meaning given to it.(ex
‘father’ sin’) In todays’ Gospel Jesus says : "My Kingdom is not of this
world” (John 18:36). Jesus gives a new meaning to the word ‘King’. Jesus is
a SHEPHERED KING as was his ancestor David. Jesus as a shepherd-king
calls each of us by name; Jesus goes out looking for the lost sheep and

brings us home.

Jesus says: ’I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and they know
me”(John10:14).Jesus is the fulfilment of Psalm23. Let us read this poem

slowly, prayerfully, and pause often to taste its meaning.

Psalm 23 (A psalm by David.) The Good Shepherd

You, LORD, are my shepherd. I will never be in need.

You let me rest in fields of green grass. You lead me to streams of peaceful
water, and you refresh my life.

You are true to your name, and you lead me along the right paths.

I may walk through valleys as dark as death, but I won’t be afraid.

You are with me, and your shepherd’s rod makes me feel safe.

You treat me to a feast, while my enemies watch. You honor me as your
guest, and you fill my cup until it overflows.

Your kindness and love will always be with me each day of my life, and I will
live forever in your house, LORD.

Jesus leads us; Jesus 1s with us each day of our lives. Share Jesus with

others.
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1st Sunday Advent Year C 29/11/15

Scripture: Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25; Luke 21:25-36

Today we start Advent. It is the season in the liturgy of the Church when
we emphasize the virtue of hope. Hope concerns the future. How do you feel

when you think about your future?

In the 1st. reading from Jeremiah the people are in utter despair. Their
beautiful temple in Jerusalem is totally destroyed and the people have been
exiled in distant Babylon. God says, through his prophet Jeremiah: “I have
made a promise to care for you. I will keep my promise. You shall be saved.
Have hope; trust me.” This is the way our gentle God acts — in ancient times

and to us today. Let us have hope for our future!

This promise that God himself has made to each of us at our Baptism is
vitally important. God promise is like this: “I will always be with you, I will
always guard and protect you.” That promise is the foundation on which we
build our hope. In today’s Psalm 25 we read: “The Lord’s friendship is for
those who revere him: to them he reveals his covenant promise.” ( Psalm
25)

In the Gospel we see the world in turmoil. People are suffering. Jesus says
then, and today to us. “Stand erect, hold your head high because your
salvation is near at hand. ( Luke 21: 28)

Are you suffering? Do you have worries? Are you sad or lonely? Are you
facing a crisis? Is your life a mess? Are you stressed because you are so
busy? In the Gospel Jesus tells us that if we answer ‘yes’ to any of these
questions: “Pray for strength and stand with confidence before the Son of
Man (Jesus)” (Luke 21: 36). Jesus says “Come to me all you who labour and
are burdened, I will refresh you.” When we are suffering we come to Jesus
as we are. We open our troubled hearts. Have hope Jesus will come to us.

“He will come as sure as the dawn comes.” (Hosea 6: 3). That is the basis of

our hope for the future!
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