2nd Sunday of Advent Year C 6/12/15

Scripture reading: Psalm: 126; Luke 3:1-6.

Saint John the Baptist cries out; 2000 years ago and to us today: “Prepare a
way for the Lord .... Straighten the winding roads and smooth them. Then
everyone will see the saving power of God” (Luke: 4-6) In other words

prepare your heart so that Jesus Christ may enter and give peace.

In 1963 I was pastor of Kushimoto Church in Wakayama. At that time the
Emperor Showa visited Kushimoto. The Emperor studied ocean life —
starfish, sea slugs, and jelly fish, so he wished to go to Shionomisaki. But
the road was full of sudden curves and was full of pot-holes and rough
shingle. So to prepare for the Emperor the curves were made straight, the
pot-holes filled and all was covered in asphalt. We all tidied up the side of
the road and really enjoyed both the preparation and the visit itself.

Jesus Christ our savior wishes to come into our hearts. Let us give time and

effort to make Jesus welcome.

On December 8, we start “The year of God’s Mercy”. Pope Francis in a 45
page letter suggests a practical preparation for Jesus’ birth. Our Pope asks
us to ponder the compassion of Jesus for people. In the kind human heart of
Jesus we see the compassion of our God. These are the texts the Pope

suggests:

(D Jesus sees the people who are so tired, hungry, confused, and lacking
leaders. Jesus feels a very deep compassion for them. (Matt. 9:36)

@ Jesus meets the widow of Naim. Her husband has died and now her only
son. This poor mother is in the depths of loneliness and grief. Jesus sees
her tears and feels with her, healing her son. (Luke 7:15)

@ Jesus calls Mathew, the tax collector and sinner in an atmosphere of
compassion. (Matt. 9:9-13) Let us meet this gentle Jesus in prayer and

taste his compassion. Let us show compassion to others.
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3rd Sunday of Advent Year C 13/12/15

Scripture reading: Zephaniah 3: 14-18; Isaiah 12: 2-6; Philippians 4: 4-7;
Luke 3:10-18.

“Shout for joy ... Rejoice, exult with all your heart ... The Lord your God is

in your midst” (Zephaniah, 1st reading)

“Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel”

(Isaiah responsorial psalm)

Jesus Christ our savior wishes to come into our hearts. Let us give time and

effort to make Jesus welcome.

“I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is
your happiness ... The Lord is very near. There is no need to worry, but if

there is anything you need, pray for it.” (Philippians, 27 reading)

Today is called “The Sunday of Joy.” The philosopher Nietzsche (1844-1900)
who was an atheist said: “If you Christians would come out of church

smiling, I just might become a Christian myself.” !!! Ask yourself first: Do I
taste the joy of my faith? Then secondly: Do I show and share that joy with

others?

As the above texts from Scripture tell us, joy of the faith has as its
foundation the realization of the fact that God is close to each one of us. God
as a living Father (Abba) cares for us, guards us, pours his love on each of us.

Yes, indeed the Lord is very near.

Jesus says to e3ach one of us in a living voice: “Fear not! because I am

beside you.” This is what gives u joy, hope and confidence. If you do not feel

this presence, if you do not feel this joy, let us follow St. Paul’s advice:
“There is no need to worry, but if there is anything you need, pray for it.”

(2nd reading)

There let us share this joy and peace with others.
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4th Sunday Advent Year C 20/12/15

Scripture: Micah 5:1-4; Psalm 80; Luke 1:39-45

In five days’ time we celebrate the birth of Christ-Christmas. But this
feast-day comes at the end of the year when everyone is very busy. Do you
feel stress? Are you tired? Do you feel unsettled? If so, deliberately pause for
5 minutes. Take deep breaths and relax. Then take today’s Gospel (Luke 1:

39-45) and enter into the scene-read very, very slowly-pause and pray.

Mary has just consented to be the mother of the long awaited Saviour. The
scripture says ‘Mary was troubled.” At the same time the Angel Gabriel told
Mary that her cousin Elizabeth, although old, was pregnant. Mary realized
that Elizabeth needed help. Mary did not consider her own busy-ness. Mary
did not think going to Elizabeth was a trouble. Mary set off on the 150 kilo

journey from Nazareth to Ein Karem.

We see the two women meet. It is a very human story — two pregnant
mothers. Mary goes to give encouragement to Elizabeth, but in turn
Elizabeth comforts Mary. In the Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi we pray: “...

it is in giving that we receive.”

As preparation for the Birthday of Jesus let us forget our own worries and
all the things we should be doing. Let us show thoughtfulness, kindness,
friendship to some one who needs encouragement. Is such a person in your
own home? Or school? Or workplace? Among your friends? Or relatives? In
your neighbourhood? If you do this, you will find that you will receive peace
from God. With God’s peace we can overcome the stress from being busy. “It

1s in giving that we receive from God.”
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Christmas Year C 24/12/15
Scripture: Isaiah 9, 1-6 Psalm 96 Luke 2, 1-14(also Isaiah 43, 1-5)

In the Bible a person’s name is important. For example, in the case of John
the Baptist, God says to his father, "You must name him John (Luke1:31)"To
Mary God says, again through the angel, ”you must name him
Jesus(Luke1:31)” The 30 year old Jesus said” You are Peter’(Matt.16:18).
Jesus calls the tax collector by name: Zachaeus, hurry down” (Luke 19:5) A

person’s name is important to Jesus, our God.

In the first reading we have “this is the name they give him Prince of Peace”
(Is.9:5). And in tonight’s Psalm 96 we read “Sing the Lord, bless his name.”
(Psalm 96:2)

Please reflect on the following deeply: “Jesus calls you by your own name.
Jesus considers you yourself precious and you are very important to him.

Jesus loves you as you are.”

Jesus as God left the glory of God to one side, he emptied himself and
became a truly human person like you and me. Since that time our God has
become very close to each of us. Jesus, our God, has shared our human
frailty. Our God understands each of us because Jesus has shared our
humanity. Jesus, by being born in Bethlehem, has become our brother and
our friend and as such calls us by our own personal name. That is the true

meaning of Christmas.

Jesus 1s the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah 43:1-5. “The God who
created us says today in a living voice: “Fear not! I call you by name. I am
your God. In my eyes you are precious and I love you. Fear not because I am

with you”

In prayer just repeat the name “Jesus” again and again. Then pause in

silence and hear Jesus say your own personal name.

Come from the dark into light-then share light with others.
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Feast of Holy Family Year C 27/12/15

Scripture: Samuel 1:20-28; Psalm: 84; 1 John 3: 21-24; Luke 2:41-52.

The Holy Family is Joseph, Mary and Jesus. God became human. Jesus was
100% God and at the same time 100% human. Jesus lived on this earth for
33 years. For 30 years Jesus lived a hidden family life as a child, as a youth
and later worked as a carpenter in Nazareth. Some of Jesus’ teachings are
by word of mouth, but some are by example. Living such a long time in a
family shows us how much our God thinks of family life. It is precious. Ask

Jesus to help you in your family life.

Families have fun times and also painful times. So did Joseph and Mary.
One of the painful times is described in today’s Gospel (Luke2: 41-52). Jesus
is 12 years old. He went from Nazareth to Jerusalem (193 kilos) on a
pilgrimage with Joseph and Mary. They went in big groups from Nazareth.
During the day men travelled together, women with other women. Children
under 13 could go with either group. At night they all had their family meal
together. The first night Jesus was not at the meal. Joseph thought Jesus
was with Mary. Mary thought he was with Joseph. They spent 3 days
looking for Jesus. Imagine their pain; imagine their deep anxiety. And they

did not understood Jesus’ answer.

We too have times of anxiety, pain and emptiness. At times we do not
understand what God is saying. But at times like this trust God. God loves
us as his special children and will never do evil. Parents and grandparents
are given a special vocation by God. At times this taste is difficult, at times
sad and painful. When God gives us a task to do at the same time God

always gives us help and strength to do it. Ask for that help.
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