THE EPIPHANY Year C 3/1/16

Scripture: Isaiah60:1—6, Psalm72, Ephesians3:2—6, Matthew2:1—12
“Epiphany”is a Greek word which means: ‘public showing’.

At the birth of Jesus Jewish shepherds came to the stable. At the ‘epiphany’ 3
wise men who are pagans,(non-Jews) come to worship Jesus. This has a deep
message: God come on earth to save all peoples and nations, both Jews and
non-Jews. I am a non-Jew. From all my heart I thank God for revealing his

Son Jesus to me. This is the greatest treasure in the whole world.

The 3 wise men were seeking meaning in their lives-so are we! We too will

find meaning at the feet of Jesus.

The 3 wise men need guidance and were given a star. We too need guidance
on the road of life. Jesus himself and his teaching is that guidance that gives
us peace. We must ask ourselves this question: Do I give quiet time in
prayer asking for that guidance and then listen to Jesus’ answer thorough

the Scriptures.

The 3 wise men offered gifts to Jesus. We too offer our gifts to Jesus. We offer
Jesus our time-time in prayer, time to share with others, especially those
who suffer, are poor and sad. We offer Jesus a very special gift from
ourselves-we forgive those who have hurt us. We offer him our tiredness,
worries and heavy loads. Jesus asks us to bring all to him. “Come to me, you
who labour and are burdened”(Matthew11:28). We offer Jesus our emptiness
and the darkness in our hearts. Jesus is the light of the world. Each of us has
some task(or tasks)in life. Jesus asks us to share those tasks with him-tasks
such as being a mother or father, daily tasks in your home, school or

workplace. Jesus wants to help us to do those tasks well.

The ‘Epiphany’ is a beautiful feast with meaning for our daily lives. Let us

share this wonderful gift with others.
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Baptism of Jesus Year C 10/1/16

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm: 104; 1 Titus 2: 11-14; Luke 3:15-22.

Jesus is fully God and at the same time fully human. The readings of today’s
feast, the Baptist of Je3sus, tell us who Jesus really is. Jesus is sent to us by
God (“You are my son”(Luke 3: 22)). Also Jesus is God (“Here is your God” (Is.
40:9)). Jesus is 100% God and 100% human. Jesus shows he is one of us
humans when he lines up to be baptized by John with other men and women.
Jesus is the promised and long awaited Messiah (i.e., the anointed Savior). E
have the basic trust of Christian belief. There is only one God, but within
that one God there is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We call this is a mystery.

We believe it but we cannot understand fully the inner life of God.

Jesus teaches us, and his teaching is true because it comes from God in
heaven. Jesus still lives among us — we can talk to him, tell Jesus our worries
and hopes. We walk the path of life with Jesus. Jesus is our companion as we
walk the road of life. In a beautiful way: “He is like a shepherd feeding his
flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding them against his breast and

leading to their rest the mother ewes” (Today’s 15t reading (Is. 40:11)).

When we receive Baptism God our gentle Father says to us also: “You are my
much loved child”. Each of us is called by our own name. Each of us is special

to God4

At Baptism we also receive a lighted candle with the words: “Walk as a child
of light”. Jesus himself lights our path and walks with us. He guides and
protects us. We are the richest people in the world. We have spiritual riches

of the heart. Let us share these riches with others.
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2nd Sunday Year C 17/1/16

Scripture: Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 96; John 2:1-11

In the Bible, both Old Testament and New, meals are frequently mentioned.
They symbolize warm companionship. We humans are invited to a meal with

God. There will be joy, peace and a sense of unity.

Today’s Gospel (John 2:1-11) tells us about a wedding meal that Jesus
attended. John calls the miracle that Jesus performed is ‘a sign’. A sign is not
only the miracle itself, but behind the miracle is a deep symbolic meaning.

That is, there 1s a spiritual message for us today.

Let us look first at the scene itself. A young couple are getting married. Wine
was the symbol of hospitality — so important in Israel. If the wine ran out the
young couple would become a laughingstock of the whole village for the rest
of their lives. Jesus (through his mother Mary) realized this. With a heart
full of thoughtfulness and tenderness Jesus changed ordinary water into
wine. With miracles let us always look behind the miraculous, and
concentrate on why Jesus performed the miracle. Here it was for the sake of
the young couple to save them from shame. Also notice that it was top class

wine, and plenty of it.

What is the symbolic message. This first miracle of Jesus was performed in
the young people’s home. Today let us invite Jesus into our homes and family
life. The miracle was performed at Mary’s request. Let us still ask Mary to
intercede for us before her Son Jesus. Tasteless water was changed by a
miracle of Jesus into the best tasting wine. The old way of looking at God
with fear has ended. The new way of warm joyful companionship with God
has started. The wine was top class and plenty of it. That means that God is
always generous with his gifts. Also remember that Jesus ate with everyone,
talked with everyone, drank with everyone and of course laughed with
everyone. Let us go to this joyful Jesus. Let us share the joy he gives us with

others.
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3rd Sunday Year C 24/1/16
Scripture: Nehemia8:2—10 Psalm18 Luke 1:1-4/4:14-21

In the first reading Ezra, the priest of the Jewish people who had just
returned from exile in Babylon, reads the Bible to the people and applies it to

their present situation 1.e. disheartened returned.

In the Gospel Jesus reads the Bible (Isaiah) written long before Jesus, and
applies it to the people’s present situation i.e. waiting for the Savior.

We today read and listen to the Bible and apply it to our present situation i.e.

living in modern Japan, comparatively rich and peaceful.

The message is this: the Bible is never outdated, it has an eternal present

tense. The ancient words have a meaning for us today.

If I was promised to receive an important phone call from a very special

friend I would take up the phone and listen carefully.

When we open our Bible or hear it read in church we receive an important
message from our best friend, Jesus himself. Let us value and appreciate

that message. Let us listen or read carefully.

Starting today and ending on November 20 we read the Gospel of St. Luke.
The poet Dante calls Luke, ‘The Gospel of God’s Mercy.” Luke specially
portrays a gentle, kind, thoughtful Jesus our God. Luke portrays Jesus as

full of compassion.

Jesus speaks to us today when we realize we are actually poor, weak and
helpless to walk the path of life alone. Jesus gives us the good news that God
loves us as we are. Jesus gives us liberty from the shackles of fear, worry,
jealousy, grudges and an unforgiving heart. We are all blind or at least
partially blind. Do we see and feel with someone who is suffering or lonely?
We are often downtrodden by temptations or being too busy. Jesus can

liberate us if we ask him.

Through our own experience of the power of Jesus we go out to others who
are poor, in captivity of some kind, who are blind and downtrodden. In this
“Year of Mercy” let us read the Gospel of St. Luke.
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4th Sunday of Year C 31/1/16

Scripture reading: Jeremiah 1:4-19; Psalm 71; Cor 12:21-13:13; Luke 4:21-30

Here are some questions to ask yourself. Have you ever been rejected? Is
there someone who does not accept you? Perhaps you have been kind to
someone and now that person snubs you? Have you ever been insulted? Have

you experienced your plans, your dreams, and your hope all been smashed?

If your answer is ‘yes’ to any of these questions, the Scripture readings today

are for you!

Jeremiah was called by God to be a prophet. For 6 years the king and people
returned to God. Then a new king came and there was a change of mood.
Jeremiah and his message was rejected. Both Jeremiah and his message
became unpopular. He was put into prison, he was scourged and once
lowered into a well to die. However, God says to Jeremiah: “They will fight
against you but they shall not overcome you because I am with you to deliver

you.” (Jeremiah 1:19)

Jesus has a similar experience. At first Jesus is accepted with joy in his home
town. But some say: “He is only our village carpenter!” Then Jesus tells them
that God’s love, God’s care, God’s mercy and forgiveness are not only for Jews
but all peoples and all nations. “Blashemy” they say. “That cannot be true —
you are a false prophet.” Then the people took Jesus and tried to throw him

from a cliff to be killed. Imagine how hurt Jesus was at this rejection.

We can go with confidence to Jesus when we are rejected. Jesus has been

through the same experience. “Come to me all you who labour, burdened.”

St. Paul tells us that a Christian “must not be resentful... be ready to excuse,
to endure.” Forgiveness is impossible using only human strength. Ask Jesus

for help. Forgive those who have hurt you. Then you will receive peace from

God.
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