5th Sunday Year C 7/2/16

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 138; 1 Cor.15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11

In today’s Scripture readings we read about how God calls Isaiah for a
special work. That call was 2,700 years ago! In the Gospel we read about

Jesus calling Peter for a special work. That was 2000 years ago.

We can ask: what do these two people and their call mean to each one of us
everyone to do a special work. This ‘special work’ is not a BIG work, but it is
special to you. Your call maybe to be a good father or mother, a happy retired
person, a student or a single person. Another word for call is: God 1s
constantly giving us a challenge in our lives. If we answer God’s loving
challenge we mature as humans and as Christians. If we refuse the

challenge that God gives us, we stagnate.
Let us study these readings about Isaiah and Peter.

@D God’s call is not a spectacular voice from Heaven. It usually comes
within our everyday work. Eg. Peter was fishing!

@ But also we need to spend quiet time in prayer to hear that call. Being too
busy causes static in our hearts and smothers God’s call.

@ When we realize God is calling us we tend to reject the call, or we run
away. Maybe we do not like change. Maybe we feel incompetent, or
inadequate, or we may feel unworthy or sinful. We may feel fear.

@ Jesus says to each of us: “Fear not! I am beside you. I will help you. I will
give you strength to answer your call.”

(® Hearing the words of Jesus, we like Peter “launch out into the deep
water.” This means we trust God and with the bravery that Jesus gives
us we answer our call. Trusting God and relying on his help is vitally
important.

® Our call from God is never just for our individual self. It is always to help
others — maybe console others — maybe to encourage others. With Isaiah

we say to God: “Here I am, send me!”
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1st Sunday of Lent C 14/2/16

Scripture:Deut.26:4-10, Psalm 91, Romans10:8-13, Luke4:1-13

Look at your own hands. They hold a book, turn a page, tap keys of a
computer, hold chopsticks etc. We use our hands all day. Do we take the use
of our hands for granted? Hands are a wonderful gift. Are we grateful to God
for our hands? In the Bible, hands and arms are a symbol of the way God
cares for us and guides us. God’s ‘hands’ are strong yet gentle. God’s ‘hands’
are kind, God’s ’hands’ help us and guide us on the road of life. In today’s first
reading we read this: “The Lord heard our voice and saw our misery...and

with a mighty hand and outstretched arm...”he saved us.(Deut.26:8)

In concrete symbolism these words say: “God loves each one of us.” That
short sentence is a summary of the Gospel. And remember we are but dust
and ashes, and still God loves us. That is the message of Ash Wednesday. We
are called to take a new look at both ourselves (dust and ashes) and at God,

who loves us. We are called to believe this and be converted.

We walk the path of life with Jesus. The word ‘path’is often used in the
Bible.

Jesus was tempted in the desert. Jesus was truly human, and these are true
temptations. They are temptations towards the use of this world’s goods, and
towards the use of power, and towards the use for fame, success and
recognition. This experience of temptation makes the following Scripture
very important for us today. “Jesus understands every weakness of ours,

because he was tempted in every way that we are.

But he did not sin! So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely
before the throne of our merciful God. There we will be treated with

undeserved kindness, and we will find help” (Hebrews4:15-16)

Let us share this kindness with others who walk the path of life with us.
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2nd Sunday of Lent C 21/2/16

Scripture reading: Genesis 15:4-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke
9:28-36

In today’s Gospel we see Jesus go up a mountain to pray. 3 disciples are with
Jesus. Suddenly Jesus is surrounded in glory and a voice from God in heaven
says: “This 1s my Son, the Chosen One.” We call this scene “The

transfiguration.” There are 2 aspects to thiw acene. The first aspect concerns

Jesus. The second aspect concerns the 3 disciples.

#1 Jesus is getting near Jerusalem. Jesus sees that suffering and death will
come to him. Of course, as a real human person Jesus feels fear — a deep
dread. Jesus prays for strength to face and endure this suffering. God gives

that strength by saying: “You are my Son.”

When we face a crisis or suffering, let us pray with hope. And confidence.
Jesus says to us in a living voice: “Come to me....” Jesus was truly human so
he knows what fear of the future is like. Jesus our God is so approachable

and understanding.

#2 These 3 disciples, Peter, James, and John will in a short time see Jesus
suffering in the Garden of Gethsemene. After that they will see Jesus nailed
to a cross as a common criminal. But they thought he was the Survivor who
would be a leader to chase the Roman occupation army out of their country.
The Transfiguration is telling them that Jesus is God. On this mountain
surrounded in glory Jesus shows his God nature in the dark Garden of
Gethsemene Jesus shows his human nature. Jesus is at the same time a true

human and at the same time truly God.

Peter wants to say in the consoling light. But the purpose of the light of
Jesus’ glory is to go down the mountain to be one who will later encourage
others. We all have times of light and times of dark Jesus is always with us.
However we are called to be instruments of light and encouragement to
others... We act on behalf of Jesus. If you know someone sick, lonely or

discouraged give them gentle help without fuss.
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3rd Sunday Lent Year C 28/2/16

Scripture: Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 103; Luke 13:1-9

The Bible gives us many, many passages of encouragement and consolation
when we are suffering. But the Bible, our message from God, also gives us
many, many passages of challenge. We humans need comfort in suffering but
we also need challenge to mature both as humans, and as followers of Jesus.

The Bible has great balance.

Jesus’ parable of the fig tree is an example of this balance (Luke 13:1-9).
Jesus tells us that our loving God, NEVER, NEVER EVER punishes us for
sin. Our loving Father-Gog is NOT a punishing God. Our God understands
human fraility when we forget him and sin. We can always turn back to God
and start again. This turning back to God (that is, ‘conversion’) is needed
again and again in our lives. Lent is a time for conversion! Our Responsorial
Psalm 103 is beautiful. “The Lord is merciful! He is kind and patient, and his
love never fails. The Lord will not be angry. He does not punish us as our

sins deserve “(Psalm 103:8-10.).

Now comes the challenge! NOW is the time for turning again more

some time in the future. Do not procrastinate! Our life is short, “So always be

ready because we do not know the day or the time”(Matt 25:13).

NOW is the time to be a better father or mother; wife or husband or child.

give God more time in prayer. NOW is the time to really ponder what is our

true and only purpose in this life.

Our God is understanding of human weckness and full of mercy. He is NOT a
punishing God. But God challenges us to be more faithful. There is so little

time. Lent 1s the season for conversion!
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