4th Sunday of Lent C 6/3/16

Scripture: Joshua 5:9-12, Psalm 34, I Corinthians 5:17-21,
Luke15:1-3,11-32

The parable of Jesus in the Gospel has two aims. The first is to show the
deep mercy of God. The second aim is to challenge these who seem to walk
God’s path in their outward actions but have no warm love or forgiveness in
their hearts. These latler are being called to enter God the Father’s house
and enjoy his love. People in this second aim are represented by the elder
son. This elder son is so “upright”, but he is a fake. He insults his father just
as much as his younger brother. We call the younger brother: “The Prodigal

’»

Son.

The younger brother insults his father in a very serious way. However in the
depth of his misery he tells God and his father that he is deeply sorry. He

returns home. He expects a cool welcome!

But note well! The main character in the parable is the father. The father
gazes out to the road hoping to see his lost son return. One day the father
does see his ragged returning son and comes out of his house and rushes to
meet and hug his returning son .He gives this repentant son a beautiful,

unconditioned warm welcome.

Then the elder son returns from the fields. He hears the singing at the
welcome-home party and refuses to go into the home and join the party. His
loving father comes out to gently talk with him. But the older son is very
impolite. He is cold, unforgiving and full of grudges and self pity. He cannot
accept that his younger brother is forgiven. He feels that he should be
punished. The father loves him too.

There is so much of the older brother in all of us! Deep down in my heart do
I accept that God loves me as I am? Do I perhaps take God’s love for

granted? Is there some hypucricy in me? Do I look down on others who seem
to be sinners? Do I forgive others? Do I judge them? Do I have grudges? Am
I jealous of others? Do I see God as a punishing God? Or do I see my God as

warm and gives unconditional love to every person?
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5th Sunday of Lent C 13/3/16

Scripture reading: Isaiah 43 :16-21; Psalm: 126; Philippians 3: 8-14;
John 5:1-11.

Along time ago I was asked a question which made me think! He said: “In
the Gospel Jesus was so gentle with ‘big’ sinners”. I am mostly a ‘little’
sinner. I feel left out.” The big sinners he listed were: Zachaeus (Lk. 19:7)
who was a corrupt officer; Paul who helped to murder Stephan (Act 7:57);
the woman with a bad name in the town (Lk. 36); the adulterous woman
(John 8:1); the woman with ‘husbands’ (John 4:18); Peter who denied he
knew Jesus, i.e. he was an apostate (Luke 22:54-); the thief on the Cross
with Jesus (Luke 23:43) and of course the prodigal son (Luke 15).

The people of Jesus’ time who heard and saw these episodes always
understood that God’s forgiveness, love and mercy was available for the
biggest sinner right down to the smallest sinner. No one was ever left out.

That is how we today should understand these episodes.

Jesus, then and now, invites all sinners to come back to him. Jesus
understands human weakness. With compassion Jesus looks at Peter (Lk.
22:61). To the penitent woman Jesus says: “Go in peace! Your sins are
forgiven (Luke 7:49).” In today’s Gospel Jesus says: “I will not condemn you.

Go and sin no more.” (John 8:11)

In today’s Gospel, and all other scenes of sinners it is important to
emphasize the mercy of Jesus rather than the sin. The mercy,

understanding and love of Jesus is the vital point.

Another point! Do not judge others. The movements of the human heart are
complex. Jesus says: “Do not judge” (Mt. 7:1).” God forgives us. Let us
forgive others. St. Paul says that is greatest treasure in this world is to
“know Jesus” (Phil. 3:8). The chief specialty od Jesus is mercy. In prayer let

us taste Jesus’ mercy. Then let us share mercy with others
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PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY C 20/3/16

Scripture : Isaiah 50:4-7 ; Psalm 22 ; Philippians 2:6-11 ; Like 23:1-49

From this Sunday, called Passion Sunday, we enter the most solemn week
in the Liturgy of the Church. We call it “Holy Week”. During this week, we

recall Christ’s suffering, followed by Christ’s Resurrection.
Today, let us prayerfully consider the suffering of Jesus.

It is very important to remember that we see the sufferings of Jesus as
something real today. The sufferings of Jesus are not some vague historical
episode that happened 2000 years ago. This suffering is alive for us today.
With St Paul we can say: “Jesus Christ loves me and sacrificed his life for
my sake” (Galatians 2:20). We consider the sufferings and torture of
Jesus-the mental anguish in Gethsemene, Juda’s betrayal, scouring, the
thorn crown, the insults, nailed hands and feet to the cross, and the 3 hours
of excruciating agony. Yes, we consider those sufferings, but MORE
IMPORTANTLY we consider the LOVE behind them. Those sufferings are
for us today. We today can taste the love of our God-human Jesus. Jesus
said : “The greatest love a person can have for his friends is to give his life

for them. You are my friends.” (John 15:13).
Let us consider the 3 times that Luke records Jesus speaking on the Cross.

(D“Father! Forgive them. They do not know what they are doing.”(Luke
23:34). Nails are being driven into Jesus’s hands and feet and elders insult
him. This is the ultimate example of forgiving others. We too have received
wounds of the heart from others. Let us ask Jesus for the gift of forgiving
others.

@To the thief on Jesus’s right : “I promise you, today you will be with me in
paradise.” (Luke 23:43). Sin is forgiven. May we too hear these words of
salvation.

@“Father into your hands. I give my life.” (Luke 23:46). Jesus prayed this
Psalm 31 his whole life and finally here at his death. Psalm 31 is a prayer of
trust in the midst of suffering. Let us open our Bible and pray this Psalm

with Jesus.
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Resurrection Year C 27/3/16

Scripture: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118; 1 Cor. 5:6-8; John 20:1-9

Jesus died on the cross. A soldier’s lance went through his heart. Jesus was
really dead. Jesus died on a Friday at 3pm. On Sunday morning at dawn

Jesus rose from the dead.

That was 2000 years ago in a small country called Israel or Palestine. But

what does Jesus’ Resurrection mean to us here in Japan in 2016?

First Jesus’ Resurrection means that both his teaching and his way of life
for us comes from the true God. We follow his teaching and walk the path of
life he showed us with confidence, hope and love. Following Jesus will make

us happy in this life, and happy forever after we die and enter Heaven.

But I feel more importantly the Resurrection of Jesus means that He lives
with us here and now. Jesus is beside us. Jesus walks the path of life hand
in hand with us. Because Jesus is God, He can do this. Jesus says in a living
voice to each of us: “Fear not! I am with you.” That small word “with” is

most important.

The risen Jesus speaks to us in a living voice through the Scriptures. In the
Gospels we meet Jesus who is alive now. “Jesus Christ is the same today as
he was yesterday, and as he will be forever” (Hebrews 13:8). In the Gospels
we see Jesus so gentle and kind to the people of that time. Jesus
understands human fraility. Jesus suffers with people. Jesus forgives sin
and welcomes sinners. Jesus is so easy to talk to. Jesus forgives sin and
welcomes sinners. Jesus 1s so easy to talk to. Jesus is so approachable.

Jesus guides us, gives us courage and supports us.

Let us meet this magnificent risen Jesus in the Gospels. Let us talk to him,
opening our true hearts to him. Ask Jesus each morning to guide and

strengthen us. This will give a special taste to everyday life.
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