Second Sunday Easter C 3/4/16

Scripture Acts5:12-16 Psalm118 John20:19-31

Imagine this scene: Jesus has died as a criminal on a cross. The disciples who
had been with Jesus for 3 years are gathered in an upstairs room very firmly
locked. They are in the depths of despair. Also they are heavy with hearts full
of guilt. All, except John, deserted Jesus. Peter denied he even knew Jesus.
All are ashamed of their cowardice. They feel everything is finished with the
death of Jesus. They feel there is no hope. Suddenly, even through the doors
are locked, Jesus is in the middle of them. They think this is a ghost. Ghosts
return after death for vengeance, they think. Then Jesus says: "Peace be
with you! ” Then the Risen Jesus shows that he really is the Jesus they knew
because he still has the wounds of the nails through his hands, and lance
through his side. And to emphasize that he has not come to punish them
Jesus says again: “Peace be with you! Then Jesus tells the disciples to be his

witnesses and go out and be instruments of peace and forgiveness.

But when this happens, Thomas the disciple is not with them. When he
returns, and they tell him that they have actually met the risen Jesus. “I do
not believe this. I need to put my finger into the wounds.” One week later
Jesus appears again. “Peace be with you” Jesus says. Then so gently Jesus
says to Thomas: “Thomas! Touch my wounds. Do not doubt.” Thomas replies
with a beautiful act of faith: “My Load and my God.” Jesus is so gentle,
understanding of human frailty, so full of mercy. Jesus is the same today as
he was then. This is our God. Jesus is mercy. Jesus understands us. Jesus
does not punish. Jesus loves each one of us. Let us go to him in prayer to

taste the peace he gives us.
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3rd Sunday of Easter C 10/4/16

Scripture reading: Act 43 :27-41; Psalm: 30; John 21:1-19

Saint John uses many symbols and deep meanings in his Gospel, e.g. water,
light, meals. Usually in my sermon I give one point. Today, following John I
give many points. Today’s sermon is like a spiritual smorgasbord! Choose one

point that suit you and taste it well!

Peter and 6 other disciples after Jesus’ death and resurrection are unsettled.
Peter says: “I am going fishing.” All go. They fish all night and catch nothing!
(Have you experienced failure, disappointment, sadness or an unsettled,
guilty feeling? If so, this is a symbol for you.) It is dawn (resurrection light).
As the failed men pull ashore, a person on the shore (their faith eyes were
still shut, and they did not recognize Jesus). Jesus tells them to drop their
nets over on the right side of the boat. They do and pull in a lot of fish — 153
in all. Then John says: “It is Jesus!” Peter, always impetuous, dives in and
goes to Jesus. There he says charcoal fire. It was at another charcoal fire that
Peter denied that he ever knew Jesus! How embarrassing! But Jesus does
not scold Peter. Jesus understands human weakness and still loves us. But
note well. Jesus come in to their everyday work. Jesus is special at prayer
time, but let us also invite Jesus into everyday lives — at school, at work
place, in the home. Jesus wants to accompany us in our everyday lives. Jesus
had a certain amount of breakfast already cooking, but he asked Peter to also
bring the fish that he had caught. We too co-operate with Jesus in all our

work. We are a combination with Jesus. Please try it!

Peter had denied Jesus 3 times. Jesus does not punish or scold Peter. Jesus
asked 3 times; “Peter! Do you love me?” Today the Risen Jesus asks the same

(152

question. Jesus calls each one of us by our own name and says “’ooo, do you
love me? Accepting the love of Jesus and responding is the core of

Christianity. How do we reply to the question of Jesus?
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4th Sunday Easter C 17/4/16

Scripture : Acts 13:43-52 ;Psalm 100;John 10-52

When I was young in New Zealand, sheep were only a white mass on the
hill-side! Jesus as shepherd did not move me. But now I love the image of

Jesus as shepherd and me as one of his sheep.

Why the change? I have learnt about shepherds and sheep in the time of

Jesus. The image and deep meaning behind the parable is powerful.

In the time of Jesus flocks were mostly cared for by the owner’s son. An
average flock would be 10-20 sheep. When a lamb was born a special name
was given, and that sheep would know when the shepherd called his name.
At night many shepherds put each flock into a common sheep-fold. The sheep

were safe.

Imagine 500 sheep all together! In the morning each shepherd made his
own special call. His own sheep knew his voice and would go to their own
shepherd. Then the shepherd would guide the sheep to pasture and water.

Now let us apply this scene to Jesus and us.

Jesus is our good shepherd. Jesus calls us each by our own special name.
Jesus protects and guides us so gently. If we get lost, Jesus goes and looks for
us till he finds us, and gently brings us back to safety. In today’s Gospel
Jesus says to each of us: “The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice. I

know them and they follow me. I give them eternal life” (John10:27).

Jesus speaks to each of us, especially through the Scriptures and quiet
prayer. Do I really listen? Modern life has so much static. Let us be quiet,
open our Bible, read a passage, then ponder it with Jesus. “Our God says:
Be still and learn that I am God“ (Psalm 46:10). In quiet prayer let us enjoy
the warm intimacy of Jesus our shepherd. Talk to Jesus: Consult him.

Thank him. Ask him. Jesus our God always listens to us.
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5th Sunday Easter Year C 24/4/16

Scripture: Acts 14:21-27; Psalm 145; John 13:31-35

I was travelling to Hiratsuka church recently by train. As I sat in my seat, I
noticed that many business men wore badges in their lapel. There were
Sumitomo, Mitsui, JR, Toyota badges, some students had their school badge.
People wear badges proudly to show what group they belong to. In Jesus’
time it was somewhat similar — carpenters would have a small hammer in
their belt. Some groups, e.g. scribes, wore special dress. The disciples of
Jesus asked something like this: “Jesus! Please give us a special badge or
dress to show that we follow you.” Jesus answers: “By the love you have for

one another, everyone will know that you are my disciples.” (John 13: 35)

Jesus says: “Love one another as I love you” (John 13: 34) The “as I” is very
important. To love others as a follower of Jesus, we first as a basis recall just
how much Jesus loves us. Jesus gave up his life willingly for each of us.
“There is no greater love than when someone gives up his life for his friend”
(John 15: 13). Look at the Stations of the Cross. Imagine the courage and
effort that it took to get up and keep going. Jesus did this for us because he
loves each one of us. As Jesus was nailed to the Cross he forgave those who

were doing it. “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23: 34).

Following the example of Jesus we ask his help to be kind and thoughtful in
our homes, workplace, school, and to all we meet. But Jesus asks us to go
further! “Love your enemies, those who speak bad about you!” (Luke 6: 35)
“Love” here has a special Bible meaning. It means accept these difficult
people as they are. Do not judge them. This is no nice-feeling-love!
Acceptance means unconditional kindness. “I give you a new commandment.
Love each other, just as I have loved you. If you love each other, everyone

will know you are my disciples.” (John 13: 34-35)
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