10th Sunday of Year C 5/6/16

Scripture reading: 1 King:17-25; Psalm 30; Luke 7:11-17.

The most fundamental belief of Christians is this: Jesus Christ is both God
and fully human. Jesus is 100% God, and at the same time 100% human.
Therefore when in the Gospels we see the kind human heart of Jesus, we

also see the kindness of god towards us humans.

When Jesus performs a miracle, there are 2 aspects. One aspect is the power
of God in the miracle. The other aspect is the kindness of Jesus behind the

loving heart.

In Luke chapter 7, verse 11 on we see Jesus meeting a funeral procession
coming out of the gate of Naim village its way to the cemetery. The dead
person is a young boy, the only son of his mother who is a widow. Feel that
mother loss, her sadness goes to her very depth. Jesus sees this mother’s
emptiness of heart. Jesus feels deeply with ehe mother. Jesus performs the
miracle for the mother. Jesus has empathy [Greek word used in the gospel is
a rare, very strong verb. The feeling of compassion in Jesus’s heart goes deep

in his heart. It is an earthquake of the heart]

We today can approach the same Jesus and receive from him the same
compassion. Our god is not a distant God. Our God Jesus is a close feeling

towards us especially when we meet suffering, sadness and loneliness.

Today Jesus says to each of us in a living voice: “Come to me all you who
labour and are burdened and I will refresh you.” (Mathew 11: 28) The
message from God in the Letter to the Hebrews is important “Whenever we
are in needs we should come boldly before the throne of our merciful God.
There we will be treated with undeserved kindness and we will find help”

(Hebrews 4:16). Now, that is encouraging!
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11th Sunday Year C 12/6/16

Scripture: 2 Samuel 12:7-13; Psalm 32; Luke 7:36-50

In the first reading we have the terrible sins of King David. They are
adultery and murder. In the Gospel we have a woman full of sin (probably a
prostitute). Both acknowledge their many sins, and have deep, deep sorrow
towards God. In truth, these 2 scenes tell us more about our merciful God
than about those freed from sin and guilt! Our God is full of mercy. Our God
accepts us back fully to his friendship when we say from our heart “I am
sorry.” (Read Psalms 32 & 51)

If perhaps you have committed a big sin in your life or done some bad thing,
these 2 scenes give you comfort, encouragement and hope. Our God is not a
punishing God. Our God does not keep a record of our past faults and hold
these faults against us. Our God knows that we humans are weak. Our God
accepts us with love when we acknowledge our fault and say “sorry” to him.
If you recall a past sin, never have guilt. Recall that your sin has been totally
and absolutely forgiven and say “thank you” to God. Psalm 32 is used today —

it 1s saying ‘sorry’ to God, and asking his forgiveness.

But there are some people who have not committed ‘big’ sins! Sometimes
such people feel left out by the acceptance of Jesus of big sinners — as in
today’s Gospel (Luke 7:36-50). Some people have a list of ‘little’ sins! The

power or judging others? Yes, we are all sinners — every one of us.

Saint Francis of Asissi frequently said: “I am a great sinner.” St. Francis
meant that the more he realized just how much Jesus loved him, he also

realized that he did not return that love.

In the Bible sin is described as when we take aim at a target with a bow, and our arrow
misses the target. St. Paul says: “Instead of doing what I know is right, I do wrong ...

who will rescue me? ... Thank God Jesus Christ will rescue me!” (Romans 7:19-25)
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12th Sunday Year C 19/6/16

Scripture: Zechariah 12:10-11. Psalm 63, Luke 9:18-24

Have you ever been extremely thirsty? With all your heart you yearn for
water! Psalm 63 (also Psalm42) yearning Psalm. The human heart yearns
for peace and happiness. Only God can give us these gifts. So even if we do
not realize it, we basically yearn for God. St Augustine says: “You O God

made our hearts and we cannot find rest until they rest in you.”

Open your Bible and pray all of Psalm 63. This is the Psalm used in today’s
liturgy. Then go to Psalm 42 also. Use your imagination — see a parched field,

feel with a thirsty deer. Yearn for God.

When Jesus asks a question in the Gospels, that question is not only for his
followers of 2000 years ago, but the question is also for us today. For example
in today’s Gospel Jesus in a living voice calls each of us by name and says “O
Osan! Who do you say I am?” What does Jesus mean to you in your daily
life? A friend? A fellow traveler in life’s journey? A support? Your God? Do
you pray (i.e. talk to Jesus as your friend)? Jesus gives us a beautiful
invitation: “Come to me all you who are tired and weighed down. I will

refresh you.” (Mathew 11:28)

Also in today’s Gospel Jesus says to us : “If you want to be my follower, you
must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross each day and follow
me.” (Luke 9:23). If anyone has a big cross that is a major sickness or
suffering unite with Jesus who has experience suffering and is close to you.
But most of us have ‘little’ daily crosses — for example, a headache, worry,
tiredness, living or working with a ‘difficult’ person, loneliness, being too
busy, caring for sick person. In the path of life we are never alone- Jesus

carries his cross with us. Encourging!
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13th Sunday Year C 26/6/16

Scripture: Kings19:16-21. Psalm 16, Luke 9:51-62

Sometimes if we read the Bible literally we miss the message! Jesus uses the
teaching method of his time. One method was use of hyperbole or
exaggeration to emphasize a teaching. For example in today’s Gospel Jesus
says: "Let dead people bury your dead father” (Luke 9:60). This to our ears
today sounds so cold and cruel. But in Jesus’s day all the people listening
understood this way of speaking. All knew the 5t Commandment was
sacred: "Honor the father and mother.” So they did not take these words of
Jesus literally but all realized the message was: Walk the path of Jesus with
all your heart. The shock emphasizes the teaching.

The theme of today’s readings (1st, Psalm, Gospel) is this: we are called to
walk the path of life with Jesus.

Jesus 1s our life’s journey fellow traveler. In the Gospel 3 people are called to

follow Jesus walking his path.

The first person is told that at times walking the path of Jesus, one will

experience loneliness. But Jesus is beside us.

The second person wants first to bury his father. But his father is alive and
might live 5,10,20,30 years more! What Jesus tells us is that we should not

use excuses to delay walking his path. Start now! It is most important!

The 34 person also makes excuses! He wants to take care of things at home.
This excuse would be the one so many of us use today! We say something like
this: “Load Jesus! I want to follow you, but later, because I am so busy now
about worldly matters!” Jesus is telling us to recall the destination of life’s
journey is Heaven.. Put first things first. Do not delay preparation for
Heaven. Always remember we do not walk alone. Jesus walks with
us.(Psalm16)
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