14th Sunday of Year C 3/7/16

Scripture reading: Isaiah 66: 10-14; Luke 10:1-9.

On the night of Jesus’ birth the message was: ‘Peace’. Jesus gave peace to
Zachaeus, to Peter, to many. He said: “Your sins are forgiven, go in peace.” At
the last Supper Jesus said: “My peace I give you... not as the world gives
peace.” Jesus said: “Blessed are they who work for peace, they will be
children of god.” After His Resurrection the constant prayer-greeting was

“Peace be with you.”

In today’s Gospel he sends out 72 disciples with his gift of peace. “Let your

first word be: ‘Peace to this house.”

Do you personally deep in your heart taste this peace which Jesus offers? Do

you have a deep yearning for that peace.

How can we taste this wonderful peace — even when we are worried or
suffered? Make a silent time for yourself to meet God who lives you as His
child. In prayer just repeat the words: ‘God loves me and looks after me.’
Gradually, as a gift from God, this feeling that you are loved by God will sink

God brings peace.

However, while we are requesting this peace in prayer we must also be
instrument of peace to others. We can give a warm smile, be thoughtful, do a
kindness, sow a seed of peace in someone’s heart. The amazing effects is that

you yourself will experience peace. This is a present from God.

A great Christian, Catherine de Hueck Doherty (died 1985) was travelling in
the subway in Montreal, Canada. The old lady sitting next to her said: “Can I
talk to you please. I am so lonely.” They talked to the terminus, stayed on the
train talking until the return terminal. That is an example of being as

mstrument of peace.

Lot us each in our own capacity sow a seed of peace this week. Let us request
Christ’s peace. Peace will come — not just a little bit of peace but it will flow

like a river in flood (Isaiah)



FHE 14T H CHE 2016 £7A3H

TA Y ANIESE LAE < AXDEN, £
NoMY AhD=HIZES AZE.
MYANDEIZHFYRDE S, |

ERSE: /Y 66:10-14; LA 10:1-9.

AIRFRDBEDRDAvE—DIFTEMITY  —AAIZ REAIZ, Z<LDAIZ
ENESAFET [HLEORTFSINTz, FHDIBITTELEIL, JEVLWVELT,
REOBMETIE. FADEMEHEAICTEZ S HRICEMELZLLIzLII, )
ELWELT BERICIE. LWOLDFYDHWNESONTHEFAIZFEFLH D LS
[21TLT=,

SHOBET. 2 ADBFAFHNOBEYMESLICEYVHENEL, [HE-AD
BYDEEEFICORIZEMIE, |

ALRBFEDLEESS =D FEMEFLDDFENECATHRDLWNELE=N? ZOFHM~AD
FEWNMVENEF>TOWETHI?

COFRBESLVWFNEESTNIEERDLZDTLEIOIN? — NAEBELDEEIZE?H
B-ZBRDFELELTETHIMICHRI-DIC. —ADHEMGEBEEYELLD,
FYDHRT, COEEZRRYRLELLS THZOLEZEL. RFEIEATZAL.
DEAHELT, BIZESNTVDEWLSZDRBENHLEF-DIDITEA TS, Thh i,
EMERRTATLLI, FHEL LT HITEIN TSI EITRDICTLELD,

LHOL. FiYDHRTIDFMERDHDEZICMMANDENDOEELELGSHITNIEE
BYUFHA, HF-E=HWHEAEEZ, BLVOY, BYICL, #HDDICENDEE
FBREDR BN FENERETHILETT,

BRGXVRNE., Y- T-Ea—IO-FIILTo(1985 FRT) [THhFFDE
M)A =L D T ERIZESTNVELIz, BEICEST=ZRBAMNTEEL TELLTT D,
ETIMLVATY, IRRFTELT HIYRLTEELTOEL, ST FFDE
B LB EDHITY,

S8, FHOEEFEB L DUREMEICHITTHELAD FTYDFTFIRLDFE
MERDFELLD, FFIFEATLE) — BEHEDFRMTIHL HKDNDFRND
FI(AHY),



15th Sunday Year C 10/7/16

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 (The good Samaritan)

Racial prejudice and discrimination between people who are different is
often hidden in our hearts. It is not acknowledged! This discrimination
seems to be part of people in every country — England, America, Australia,
New Zealand — and yes in Japan too! Today Jesus challenges us to look into

our own hearts.

In today’s Gospel (Luke 10:25-37) a lawyer had such prejudice. He looked
down on Jesus who came from the country and had no higher education. The
lawyer also despised foreign outsiders- they were not in the elite Jewish fold!
Thinking he will embarrass Jesus the lawyer however asks 2 very vital
questions. ”What must I do to inherit eternal life?” and @”Who is my
neighbor?” The lawyer thought that “his neighbor” only meant his own

family and relatives.

Jesus tells a story! Jesus invites the lawyer (and us today) to enter into the
story and find our true heart. Jesus asks us to discover ourselves! Sometimes
we will be shocked because we have deep, hidden prejudices. The shock offers

life, hope & growth.

Please read again the Parable of the Good Samaritan very, very slowly. The
parable is not about helping people in need- that is OK but not the main
challenge of the parable. It is not about religious people being only religious

outwardly, i.e. not in the heart. That too is OK! But more!
Jesus in the parable makes these challenges to us: -

@ Deep down in my heart do I have prejudice towards some people?

@ Am I a person who notices someone in need? Some wounds are hidden.
Am I sensitive? To do this I need to forget myself and my own worries.

® Do I get into the other person’s heart and feel compassion?

@ Lastly do I get practical and help that person?

Jesus asks this of his followers and give strength when we ask.
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16th Sunday Year C 17/7/16

Scripture: Genesis 18:1-11, Revelations 3:20, Luke 10:38-42

Last Sunday we read where 2 people devoted to prayer (The priest and
Levite) passed by a wounded man and did nothing! The Samarian practiced
love of neighbor. Today in the Bible we read the immediate next verses: here
we are taught that love of neighbor only is not enough — there must be prayer.
So putting the Good Samarian and the scene of Martha and Mary together
we are taught by Jesus that we who walk his way must combine prayer and

action.

In Genesis 18:1-10 we see Abraham giving generous hospitality and in this
way he meets God. In the Gospel Martha and Mary give Jesus warm
hospitality and are rewarded by his presence and words. Remember that
Jesus and the sisters Martha and Mary are friends(John chapter 11).
Remember too that this really is a parable in action: Martha says to Jesus “I
am so busy preparing our meal, tell Mary to help me!” Jesus, as Martha’s
good friend says gently — (Jesus using her name twice shows gentleness) —
“Martha! Martha! You worry too much. Your worries give you stress. Pause
just a little and pray.” Even if Martha had fewer tasks, and even if she had
help, she would still worry. It is her worry that is the problem. Being busy is
not the basic problem. Do you have echoes in your heart? What can we do,
when we feel like Martha? St Peter tells us what to do. “Unload your worries
on the Load. He is looking after us (1 Peter 5:7). I personally am a fan of
Martha, and Jesus (and Peter) speak to me.

In our busy lives let us make a short time for prayer. If we do this we will
find that our daily lives and our daily actions will have a beautiful taste. And
we will work even better, because Jesus is with us. Invite Jesus into your life.
Give Jesus hospitality. Jesus says: “Listen! I am standing and knocking at
your door. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and eat

together”(Revelations 3:20).
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17th Sunday of Year C 24/7/16

Scripture reading: Isaiah 66: 10-14; Luke 10:1-9.

On the night of Jesus’ birth the message was: ‘Peace’. Jesus gave peace to
Zachaeus, to Peter, to many. He said: “Your sins are forgiven, go in peace.” At
the last Supper Jesus said: “My peace I give you... not as the world gives
peace.” Jesus said: “Blessed are they who work for peace, they will be
children of god.” After His Resurrection the constant prayer-greeting was

“Peace be with you.”

In today’s Gospel he sends out 72 disciples with his gift of peace. “Let your

first word be: ‘Peace to this house.”

Do you personally deep in your heart taste this peace which Jesus offers? Do

you have a deep yearning for that peace.

How can we taste this wonderful peace — even when we are worried or
suffered? Make a silent time for yourself to meet God who lives you as His
child. In prayer just repeat the words: ‘God loves me and looks after me.’
Gradually, as a gift from God, this feeling that you are loved by God will sink

God brings peace.

However, while we are requesting this peace in prayer we must also be
instrument of peace to others. We can give a warm smile, be thoughtful, do a
kindness, sow a seed of peace in someone’s heart. The amazing effects is that

you yourself will experience peace. This is a present from God.

A great Christian, Catherine de Hueck Doherty (died 1985) was travelling in
the subway in Montreal, Canada. The old lady sitting next to her said: “Can I
talk to you please. I am so lonely.” They talked to the terminus, stayed on the
train talking until the return terminal. That is an example of being as

mstrument of peace.

Let us each in our own capacity sow a seed of peace this week. Let us request
Christ’s peace. Peace will come — not just a little bit of peace but it will flow

like a river in flood (Isaiah).
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18th Sunday of Year C 31/7/16
Scripture reading: Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 21-23; Psalm 95; Luke 12:13-21.

In today’s Gospel Jesus gives us a very important challenge, but also tells us

how to answer that challenge and so find peace.

It is important to remember that Jesus’ words have an eternal present tense.
That 1s, Jesus says to us today in a living voice: “Watch and be on your guard
against avarice of any kind, for one’s life is not made service by what he owns
even if he has more than he needs” (Luke 12:16). To answer this challenge
Jesus says: “Make yourself rich in the sight of God” (Luke 12:21). In this way

we will taste peace, security and meaning.

Avarice or greed is a subtle temptation. This temptation comes to all — rich
people, middle people, even poor people. We crave for more material
possessions, or more power, or more honour or more security. We tell our
the basic mistake is that we think if we have more possessions etc. then we

will be happy, safe and secure!

Read the parable in today’s Gospel (Luke 12:16-) This man thinks that
material possessions will give him security for his future. He has plenty e
but never thinks of sharing with others. And more important he has
forgotten God. He has forgotten that he must die and so lose all possessions.
This man has forgotten the true purpose of this life —i.e. to prepare for
eternal life and happiness in Heaven with the loving God who made us. And
so we make ourselves rich in the sight of God by giving time to God in prayer
and time to our neighbor in kindness. Augustine (4th century) after trying
everything with joy or satisfaction wrote a prayer: “O Lord! You have made

us for yourself and we find no rest until we rest in you”.
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