19th Sunday Year C 07/8/16

Scripture: Wisdom 18:6-9; Psalm 33; Hebrews 11:1-12; Luke 12:35-40

At one time I had two very different friends. The first would promise
something to me, but would forget his promise. Once after waiting at the
railway station one and a half hours I rang him. He said “I have other

business!” That hurt. One friendship faded. He regularly broke his promise.

The other friend was totally trustable. If he said he would bring a book next
week, he would bring it. Promising to meet me at 10:30 — at 10:30 he would

be there. I could rely on him.

Keeping promises is vital for daily life and friendship. It gives us a sense of

security and peace.

God himself has publicly and solemnly promised (at our Baptism): “I am
always with you. I will guard you always.” And God makes this solemn
promise pouring out his love on us. It is a promise that scripture calls
“eternal”’. That means it is unconditional. We may forget God, but God will
NEVER forget us, or withdraw his promise. Think G.e. pray) that carefully!
It is the very foundation of our faith. As in the Wisdom reading “let us see
what kind of promise we put our trust in, and joyfully take courage”. In the
2nd reading like Abraham let us trust God’s promise and set out on life’s
journey even though we do not know where we are going. (No one really
knows the future!) And Sarah believed that God who had made the promise
to her would be faithful to it. God is the same to us today.

God’s wonderful promise to care for us calls for our response. That response
1s: I trust you God. You love me so much, you are so reliable that I put my
whole self and my future in your hands. (cf. Psalm 33:v22). In that way the
lamps of our hearts are lighted and we wait, not in fear, but in confidence

and hope.

Reflecting on God’s promise can bring us security, peace and joy. Let us

share our gifts, given by God, with others.
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20th Sunday of Year C 14/8/16

Scripture readings Jeremiah38:4-10 and others below Psalm40

We know more about the Old Testament prophet Jeremiah than any other
prophet. The reason is that in his writings he includes the intimate workings
of his own heart in autobiographical passages. Jeremiah was called to be a
prophet at 19. He told God: "I am too young and I cannot make speeches”
God replies: "Fear not! I am with you. I will put my words in your
mouth.”(Jer.1:9) So Jeremiah goes up to Jerusalem and proclaims: “Repent!
Rely on God!” The king and all the people repent. But then after that king
dies, his two successors go back to their old ways of making money and
political intrigues. Jeremiah’s teaching that “God will care for us, trust Him”
becomes unpopular. As in today’s reading he is put into a deep well to die.
But God uses an interesting man to save Jeremiah. He is not an Israelite,

but a black man from Cush, Ethiopia.

We see from Jeremiah’s writings that he seems to go into depression (e.g.:
Why was I born!) Also he thinks of giving up walking God’s path. HERE IS
THE IMPORTANT POINT FOR US TODAY:

Jeremiah always pours out his true heart, his real feelings to God in prayer.
When he has resentment against God, Jeremiah pours out that resentment
to God himself. Is that prayer? Yes, a type of prayer. In prayer God wants our
true heart, not one decorated just for Him. Out of this prayer of desperation
comes hope and trust gradually! “Yes, God is looking after me, even in these
sufferings” This is how it was with Jeremiah. This is still the way God works

with us today. Try it!

Readings from Jeremiah: chap1:4-9(his call);ch.18:6(we are in the loving
Potter-God’s hands); ch.20:7-9 (Jeremiah’s turmoil told to God); ch.29:11-14
(God’s plan for us);ch.31:3 (God loves each person)
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21st Sunday of Year C 21/8/16
Scripture: Isaiah 66:18-21, Luke 13:22-30

God loves all people as His Children — all, without exception. Some people
note well that this definitely does not make Christians an elite group. Jesus
was strongly against such thinking! The Bible uses the words ‘called’ and

are not better than others.

For me personally, living in Japan where less than 1% are Christians, has
given me a realization of just how wonderful is God’s call to faith. Faith puts
meaning and taste in my everyday life. To have a God who says to me : “Fear

not, I am with you” is a marvelous support. It gives me hope and courage.

So to all who are gifted with faith, I suggest this biblically based program:-
(D reflect on how gifted you are, and thank God for faith. Gratitude
acknowledges that each of us has not earned faith, but that it is a sheer
gift of God.
@express that gratitude by giving time to God in prayer. In prayer we relax
in God’s companionship.
@express that gratitude by sharing the joy of faith with others. This means,
according to the circumstances, a word of praise or encouragement, an act

of thoughtful kindness, a warm smile, and at times forgiveness etc etc.

This 1s what it means to ‘enter by the narrow gate’— it takes humility, or

putting aside one’s own favorite agenda.

The selfish and proud people go to the wide gate thinking that they are the
elite, that they have a right to the big entrance!! No!!
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22th Sunday of Year C 28/8/16
Scripture reading: Ecclesiasticus (Sirach)3: 17-29; Psalm 68; Luke 14:1-14.

In today’s Gospel Jesus talks to us on humility, or as he puts it in a concrete

way ‘giving up your seat to another’.

Let us be careful to avoid fake humility and false meekness. (e.g., I cannot do
anything, ‘I have no talent”). True humility is based on truth.

Every human has some talent and also some weakness.

It is important to precisely name your talents — music? hands? mind?
speech? listen to others? ability to enjoy a good book? etc. etc. etc.

After naming your precisely name your talent(s), thank God for them
because they are a gift of God on loan to share with others. Gratitude to God
for your gifts stops pride (that is, thinking talent is your own effort) This

prayer of gratitude to God is true humility.

Also precisely name your particular weakness(es). E.g., comparing yourself
to others seemingly more gifted? jealousy? holding a grudge? short temper?
glorying in power? a show-off? aggressive driving of a car? etc.etc.

After naming your particular weakness, ask God to help you. Weakness is an

integral part of being human. I am weak =1 am human.

Just last week I was travelling in a crowded train, standing in front of the
seats reserved for the aged. I am 84. Three high school boys looked up at me,
then suddenly pretended to sleep! Another young man up in the carriage
came and topped me on the shoulder and said “Please take my seat.” There is
a practiced example of selfishness and pride, and an example of
thoughtfulness and humility.

Giving up one’s seat can have a broad meaning. E.g., do I really do I give way
to others? The type of humility Jesus speak of is for everyday life. “If you
humble yourself, you will be honored ” by God (Luke 14:11)
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