23rd Sunday Year C 04/9/16

Scripture: Wisdom 9:13-18; Psalm 90; Luke 14:25-33

There is a Japanese children’s hymn called: “Jesus! You are Number One.”
In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that if we make Jesus central in our lives, all

else will follow smoothly. This applies even when we meet suffering.

Speaking personally, I know this way of putting Jesus first and central in my
life 1s the best way of living. Yes I know in my mind but this truth has not
fully entered my heart. My prayer comes from the first reading (Wisdom
9:13-18). “O Lord! Grant me Wisdom and send your Holy Spirit from above...
straighten my path on earth and teach me what pleases you. And so I will be
saved.” And from the Responsorial Psalm 90 I pray: “Make us know the

shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart.

Today’s Gospel sounds harsh to our ears. We must not read it literally. We
must put this saying of Jesus into context and study what the original Greek
word meant. Jesus’ path includes the 10 Commandments. Number 4
Commandment is: “Love your father and mother.” Jesus loved and respected

his own mother Mary. In this context “to hate” = to love less.

So what Jesus is saying to us is this: “If you put me, Jesus, your God as
number one in your heart you will discover that as a result, you will have
even a deeper love toward your father, mother, children, brothers, and

sisters than you had before.”

We humans meet suffering, pain, failure, disappointment. We call this “our

cross.” We carry it with Jesus-never alone.

To put Jesus as Number One in our lives we need to give him some time in
prayer. In this way our daily lives will have a beautiful taste. Let us share

that taste with others.
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24th Sunday of Year C 11/9/16

Scripture :Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 51; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15

In the second reading (1 Timothy 1:12-17), St. Paul calls to mind the sins of
his youth. Remember he helped to kill St. Stephen. Paul writes: “I used to be
a blasphemer and I did all I could to injure and discredit the faith.” Then,

very importantly he adds: “Mercy was shown to me. I thank Christ Jesus our
Load.”

If you have a sin of the past that still gives you a bad feeling reflect on Paul.
If you have a sin of your past life that you have tried to forget, but it comes
up again when you are tired, or stressed or in dreams, please read today’s

Scripture.

We use the word ‘mercy’ often. This year is “The Year of Mercy’: Let us put
new meaning into this word. We say ‘Our God is full of mercy’. We see Jesus

in the Gospels full of mercy. We today can receive the same mercy.

In the first reading God forgives the very serious sin of idolatry. He does not

punish, God forgives. This is mercy.
Again in the second reading Paul is forgiven. This is mercy.

If anyone has a big sin of the past, read all of Luke chapters 15. Jesus the
good shepherd finds the stray sheep and is full of joy. He does not punish.
Jesus loads the stray sheep on his shoulders and takes him home. That is

mercy.

This parable of the lost sheep connects with Psalm 23 and John 10:3. “I call
each sheep by name.”(Isaiah 43 also)

If you have committed a big sin in your past life, go to Jesus. Jesus forgives
that sin, Jesus totally wipes it out. Yes, you can recall the sin but no guilt

complex! Recall the forgiven sin only to say thank you to God for his mercy.
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25th Sunday of Year C 18/9/16
Scripture: Amos 8:4-7 1Tim.2:1-8 Luke16:1-13

The Bible, and Jesus’ message, has both comfort and challenge. The balance
1s important. Today Jesus challenges us. He says: "Make a choice-God or
money.” "Where is your priority?” By ‘money’ we mean our own comfort, our
fame, our getting on in the world; also of course, it means undue attachment

to money and goods. We must choose!

Here is an African traditional story. Long, long ago there was a hyena who
loved lots of tasty food. One day this hyena came to a forked road. To the left
he smelt tasty food. But also to the right he smelt more tasty food. Should he
go to the left, or to the right. He could not make up his mind. So he just
stayed at the fork. And there he died of hunger! Are we like that? We too

must make a choice-God or money! Do not dither.

Money and goods are not bad in themselves. But if they take PRIORITY in
our lives, they keep us from meeting God. Jesus himself as a carpenter for
the village of Nazareth made various things from wood and received

payment for them.

Jesus says: “Use money...to win you friends...then you will be welcomed into
an eternal home”(Luke16:9) Making a gift to the poor is part of the Christian
life. By giving a gift to the poor (according to our means) we become a
spiritual friend of the poor. When we die and go to the gate of Heaven, they
will be there waiting to welcome us. This theme is even more explicit in
Matthew 25. “I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison and you
helped me. Come receive the kingdom that was prepared for you.” For
example let us remember our poor brothers and sisters in Tohoku,

Kumamoto, and Syria.

Jesus challenges us: "You cannot serve two masters... You cannot serve God
and money.”(Luke 16:13) Choosing God makes life have meaning. It brings

peace and joy in this life and eternal reward in Heaven.
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26th Sunday of Year C  25/9/16

Scripture reading: Amos 6: 4-7; Luke 16:19-31.

Here is a modern parable. In the middle of a hot summer the managing
director of a company went to his office in an air-conditioned car. His office
had a big glass window facing a beautiful garden — with lawn, flowers, scurbs.
He wore his tie and suit because his office was air-conditioned to 23° .It was
a hot, humid 32° outside. At 1- a.m. he was drinking his tea and admiring the scenery
when from his window he saw a day-labourer in the garden. He had employed him
only this morning and intended to employ him for 4-5 days if he was a good worker.
But now the director saw him working so slowly pulling out the weeds. At once he said
to himself: “These day-labourers are all like that — so slow, unreliable and cannot be
trusted”. At 3 a.m. he looked out again and the worker’s pace was the same as this
morning, perhaps even slower. The director was so angry that he decided himself to go
outside and scold the worker. From a cool 23° he stepped into a very humid 32°C. It
was a real shock-like stepping into an oven! The president broke out into a sweat, his
energy seemed to evaporate. Until he had experienced this, he had no idea under what
conditions the hired man was working. It was only then that understanding came to
him.

without hope, to be poor, etc. Do we try to enter the heart and circumstance of
another or do we live only in our own cozy selfish world? Do we see Lazarus
at our door? To understanding is the first step to being merciful. “Blessed are

the merciful, for they shall receive ”.
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