Feast of St. Therese of Lisieux 02/10/16

Scripture: Wisdom 4:7-15; Psalm 119; Matthew 18:1-14

Today we celebrate the feast of St. Therese of Lisieux. She is the patron of
our church. That means St. Therese prays for us in Heaven, and we on earth

try to follow her example.

Personally when I first heard of St. Therese, I thought the devotion to her
was very sugary! Then I read her autobiography and did a complete U-turn! I

was impressed with her bravery. I see her bravery in 3 areas.

@ In 1873 the Church in Europe was subtly influenced by a heresy called
They overemphasized God’s justice, God’s laws, and Church rules. This made
our God seem so distant. God seemed a punishing God. Holy Communion
was received rarely and then only with permission of a priest. St. Therese
read the Scriptures (esp. Isaiah 66: 12-13) and she realized that God is a very
gentle Father who really cares for his children. God is love; God is mercy. Let
us trust this gentle God and put our life in his hands. It took courage to go
against when even some Bishops, senior Sisters were proclaiming. St.

Therese had courage.

@ St. Therese lived in a small convent with 25 other sisters. Among the 25,
two had mental sickness; others were against her. A few, with their strange
habits, annoyed Therese. These were the very sisters who received a smile of

peace from her. That is courage.

@ At 24 St. Therese was dying of TB which entered her whole body. She
suffered pain. But also she experienced temptations against faith: Did God
exist? Was there Heaven after death? She prayed: “Lord, I believe-please

help my unbelief.” That is courage.

Let us too pray that our gentle God will strengthen us to trust Him, give a

smile of peace and pray in pain and emptiness.
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28th Sunday of Year C 9/10/16

Scripture: 2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalm 97; Luke 17:11-19

In the readings today we see people cured of leprosy. Some were graceful,

others forgot to say ‘thankyou’. Gratitude is the heart of prayer. In the

Gospel Jesus, using his power as true God, cured 10 people of leprosy. Of only

one 1is 1t said: “finding himself cured”. These words are very important for us

today. These words are important for our daily prayer to God.

“Finding himself cured” means that this one man not only saw that his

dreaded skin disease was cured, BUT ALSO REALIZED FROM WHOM

THIS GIFT OF HEALING CAME.

Each of us, without exception, has received numerous gifts from God. But do

we realize where these good things come from? Do we take for granted all the

blessings that God has given us? Do we return and say ‘thankyou’ to God and

to Jesus. Ask yourself : ’Am I among the 9 or the one returning grateful man?
[To those who read this, here pause and look back on your life. Recall 9 good

things or events or people that have been good and special for you. Sure,

there has been sufferings, but here recall the happy, joyful times. Sometimes

it is when the suffering stops. We are joyful. But do no concentrate on

suffering. Emphasize the good things. |

Having recalled your past joys, successes and special times — now thank God

for these. They came from God.

Gratitude 1s the heart of prayer- try it!

In the Scriptures there is a two way movement

® a movement from God who gives us joys and blessings as gift.

@ a movement from us. We realize the gift comes from God and say

‘thankyou’

Gratitude 1s also the heart of human relationship in daily life. Do we say

‘thankyou’ to the one who cooks our meals? To the one who earns wages? To

our teachers? and friends? etc. etc. Let us try it!
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29th Sunday Year C 16/10/16

Scripture:Exodus17:8-13,Psalm121,Luke18:1-8

When you read this parable about “Keep on praying and never give up
(Lukel8:1)”, and again “Ask and you shall receive (Lukel1:9)”,what is your
first thought?(Pause and think!) Is your first reaction to think about requests
to God for something for yourself and your own needs when you pray. Or do
you pray for another. It is O.K. to pray for yourself. However let us also have
an unselfish heart and pray for others. Moses is praying for others in the
first reading which is an incident with a message.

Intercessory prayer for others is an important teaching of Jesus.

We often ask God for something and there seems to be no result. Then we get
discouraged. At times we lose our confidence in God. We say “Does God really
care for me?” we ask. “Is prayer really worth the effort”, is a doubt we have!
We live in an era where there is instant water from a tap, instant light from
electricity, instant coffee, instant communication by telephone, instant relief
from pain-killer medicine. We do not like delay! But when God delays to
answer our prayer-request, there is divine love and care behind the delay!
The ‘delay’ can cause us to grow both as a human and as a faith person. We
also realize that we are truly dependent on God for everything and so our
relationship with God is strengthened. Instead of saying’God do it my way’,
we learn to say ‘God do it your way’. Jesus is telling us today in this parable
that our prayer goes up to God always, so have hope and trust God. God will
give us what is best for each of us.

To wait in hope is part of nature. An oak tree can be a massive tree 200-300
years old. But the oak start from a small acorn that take 2 years just to
become a tiny plant.

Jesus tells us: “Keep on praying and never give up.” These encouraging

words come from God himself.
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30th Sunday of Year C 23/10/2016

Scripture reading: Sirach: 35:15-22; Timothy 4:6-18; Luke 18:9-14

We had heard the parables of Jesus so often, that we say, “I know that story.”
But we often miss the important message Jesus is sending to us! So with
fresh eyes let us read the Pharasee and the Tax Collector parable.

Do you want to learn how to pray? The first step is to deeply realize to whom
we pray. We pray to the God of love, mercy and kindness. That is the first
step. The second step is to realize who we are — frail, weak, full of faults. But
GOD ACCEPTS US AS WE ARE.

The Pharasee in today’s Gospel thought he was praying, but the words came
from his mouth, not his heart. He did not understand who God was (.e. full
of love and kindness), nor who he himself was (a sinner). He thought he could
earn God’s love. He said long prayer, he fasted, he gave generously to the
Temple, he kept the rules and thought that he deserved God’s gifts. He
thought his own effort was like putting money into a vending machine and
out pops God’s gifts. He knew nothing of God’s mercy and that his gifts are
totally unearned.

The Tax Collector’s prayer came from someone who knew that God’s heart
was full of love and mercy. From him, God was one who understood that
human beings are all week. The Tax Collector dropped his mask and prayed
from his unadorned heart. Let us pray like that! O Lord be merciful to me a
sinner!

If you are tired — tell God that. If you are empty in your heart, complain to
God (the psalmists did!). If you are lonely like St. Paul in today’s reading,
remember that Jesus as God stands by you and gives you strength (2 Tim
4:17). If you are happy or successful, thank God. If you are full of problems,
fears or worries pour them out to the Lord. If you are tortured with
temptations or doubts or with an unforgiving heart pour your heart out just
true heart. Before our loving God let us drop all masks because He accepts us

we are.
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31st Sunday 30/10/16

Scripture: Wisdom 11:22-12:2; Psalm 145; Luke 19:1-10

“desus Christ never changes ! He is the same yesterday, today and forever”
(Hebrews 13:8). This very important quote from the Bible means that the
scenes we see in the Gospel are not just 2000 years ago, but are alive today.
In the concrete, Jesus acts towards us today just as he acted towards
Zacchaeus. And even more : I am Zacchaeus. He represents me.

Jericho was a trade city. It was a town in Israel but ruled by the Roman
army. They imposed custom taxes. Zacchaeus, a Jew, worked for the Roman
occupation army. He was hated. He was treated as a traitor. He was
forbidden to pray in the Temple. The Pharasees called him a sinner.
Zacchaeus was rich in this world’s goods. But he was an extremely poor man
in his heart. That is, in his heart he had no peace; he felt something was
lacking, he was lonely, without friends, he lacked self-esteem, he was
forbidden to pray in the Temple; he was hated. But in his heart Zacchaeus
had a yearning. He felt the vacuum in his heart. He felt that something was
missing in his life. Because of this longing when Jesus came to Jericho he
went to see and listen to him. But he was short and could not even see Jesus.
Zacchaeus forgot his dignity and like a child climbed a tree. Jesus comes to
the tree, looks up at Zacchaeus face to face, calls him by his name saying:
“Zacchaeus, hurry down, I would like to have a meal with you.” In truth,
Jesus invites Zacchaeus to the intimacy of friendship, Jesus invites
Zacchaeus (and you and me) into the warmth and peace of his consoling love.
The meal together symbolizes this warmth.

Say to yourself: “I am Zacchaeus today. Jesus is the same today to me.” Ask
yourself: Do I have a yearning to meet Jesus in a deeper way? Am I ready to
climb a tree — that is, for example, less time watching TV and use that time
to open the Bible and pray? Do I help the poor and distressed? This week
slowly read Zacchaeus (Luke 19: 1-10) and Wisdom 11:22-12:2.
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