32nd Sunday Year C 6/11/16
Scripture:2 Maccabees1-14,Psalm17,Luke 20:27-38

We hear the words “Resurrection” and “Heaven” very often. Today’s Scripture
readings are challenging us to really ponder what these two words mean; but
also to bring them into our daily lives.

The 7 Maccabee sons and their mother were ordered by the king to deny God.
But they were brave and refused, saying “After you kill us, our God will raise
us up to live again forever. We rely on God’s promise that we will be raised up
by him.”

In Japan in 1597 during the persecution of the Christians 15 years old
Thomas Kozaki on his way to martyrdom in Nagasaki wrote a letter to his
mother: “Mother, do not worry about us. We will meet again in Paradiso(i.e.
Heaven) and we will wait for you”

What is this “Heaven” for which they were ready to face torture and death?
Do we, still living, look forward to life in Heaven and work now to arrive
there safely?

I personally believe that after dying, I will rise with Jesus and enter Heaven.
But “Heaven” and “Resurrection” are mysteries of faith. They are hard to
explain in human words.

The Bible gives us glimpses of Heaven. Heaven is a warm and intimate
relationship with our loving God. We meet God face to face. There is
complete happiness with no fear of this happiness ever ending-it is eternal.
Our gentle God will wipe away every tear that was shed on this earth. After
death the souls of the virtuous are in the hands of God...”they are in
peace”(Wisdom 3)Heaven is our true, everlasting home(2 Cor5:1). Here
“home” means a place of peace where all the family enjoy a meal together in
a warm atmosphere of love. Jesus said to the man beside him dying on the
cross : "This day you will be with me in Paradise” May we all hear Jesus say

the same words to each of us.
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33rd Sunday of Year C 13/11/16

Scripture: Malachy 3:19-20; Psalm 98; Luke 21:5-19

In today’s Gospel Jesus foretells two events. The first is the total destruction
of Jerusalem. (This came about when the Roman army totally destroyed
Jerusalem in 70 A.D.) The second event is the end of this world. We do not
know when! In 100 years time? Or many million years time? The end of the
Jesus comes a second time in glory full of love, mercy and forgiveness.

We today, in the mean time, will meet suffering, sadness and at times
perhaps persecution. But God who became human in Jesus has experienced
our suffering. Jesus is now beside us giving help, hope, support, strength and
consolation.

Often when a person is suffering he/she feels loneliness which makes that
suffering feels worse. Jesus tells us that God is close and knows us intimately.
“Not a hair of your head will be lost.” (Luke 21:28). Also Jesus says at
another time; “God even knows the number of hairs on your head. So do not
be afraid.” (Luke 12:7). God is not fearsome. He is our gentle Father who
knows and loves his children. He is mercy.

If you face suffering, cry out to the Load. In the Bible, especially in the
impolite. But God wants us as we are. Psalm22:1 “My God! My God! Why

have you deserted me? Why are you so far away? Listen to my groans and

sleeping? - + + Show how kind you are and come to the rescue.”

Next week is Bible Week. Open your Bible and read and pray these Psalms.
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Christ Our King Year C 20/11/16

Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:1-3; Colossians 1:12-20; Luke 23:35-43

We celebrate today the feast of Christ our King. The usual image of a king is
one who has a splendid throne, a jewelled crown, who lives in a luxurious
palace. A king of this world is distant from ordinary people. But Jesus as
King is the exact opposite! The throne of Jesus is the Cross, his crown is
made of thorns. Jesus was born in a stable and later ‘had no where to lay his
head’ (Luke 9:58) Jesus is close to us- he calls us by name and treats us as
his brothers and sisters. Jesus is like his ancestor David. Jesus is a
shepherd-king. As a shepherd-king Jesus is approachable and easy to talk to.
Jesus guards each one of us.

In the second reading (Colossians 1:15-20) Paul uses a hymn and profession
of faith used in the early Church of the First Century. This shepherd-king is
God. Jesus 1s 100% God, and at the same time 100% human. This means that
when we see the gentle love of Jesus, we see God’s true heart towards us
humans. Jesus, our God, is gentle, kind, compassionate, understanding of
human frailty and full of love towards us.

Jesus, our God, our King, our Leader, loves us so much that he willingly gave
up his life for us on the Cross (Gospel Luke 23:55~) Through the sacrifice of
his life Jesus reconciled humans to God (2nd reading. Col. 1:20) “By his death
on the cross Jesus made peace and reconciliation”. This means we are friends
of God. What peace!

One robber who was dying beside Jesus on his own cross, says: “Jesus is
innocent. I am a sinner. Jesus, have mercy on me.” Jesus full of compassion
and love says: “Today you will be with me in paradise.” Note that the robber
uses the name ‘Jesus’ without any honourifics. The two have become
brothers in suffering. Let us ask Jesus that we hear the same words of

comfort when we approach death.
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1st Sunday of Year A 27/11/16

Scripture reading: Isaiah: 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matt 24:37-44

Today we begin the season of Advent -- is a time when we prepare for Christ
to come more deeply into our daily lives. The theme of today’s Scripture
readings is: “Pilgrimage.” Pilgrimage is a religious journey to a special

destination to meet God. In Advent we make a pilgrimage of the heart. The

and I, but we travel with others in our community, but also others from many
nations (Is. 2:2) “Come, let us climb the mountain of the Load .... Let us walk
in the light of the Load” (Is. 2:3-5) @QWHERE ARE WE ALL GOING AND
WHY? In this journey or pilgrimage of life we aim to climb the mountain of
life and so meet God. God gives a warm welcome. God himself wants to meet
us. @WHAT DO WE DO ON THIS PILGRIM JOURNY OF LIFE? We are
asked to exterminate grudges, hatred and unforgiveness in our hearts
(symbols are asked to spears) and become instruments of peace. (Is. 2:4) Let
us walk in the light that Jesus gives. (2nd reading, Rom. 13) We become
people of HOPE.

We are told by Jesus today to “Stay awake” and by Paul: “You must stay
awake.” Have you ever noticed how the regular sound of gentle waves, or
constant repeated actions of our daily hum-drum lives can make us dull so
that we become so engrossed and busy that we forget the true purpose of our
life. We forget the important things of life (as the people in the time of Noah).
Ask yourself: How do I feel when I wake up in the mourning? Just another
uninteresting day? OR do I feel joy and gratitude to walk another day with
God? This latter gives energy, peace and purpose. Let us wake up this Advent
and walk with Jesus.

Today we begin the season of Advent -- is a time when we prepare for Christ
to come more deeply into our daily lives. The theme of today’s Scripture
readings is: “Pilgrimage.” Pilgrimage is a religious journey to a special

destination to meet God. In Advent we make a pilgrimage of the heart. The

2:2) “Come, let us climb the mountain of the Load .... Let us walk in the light
of the Load” (Is. 2:3-5) @WHERE ARE WE ALL GOING AND WHY? In this
journey or pilgrimage of life we aim to climb the mountain of life and so meet
God. God gives a warm welcome. God himself wants to meet us. @WHAT
DO WE DO ON THIS PILGRIM JOURNY OF LIFE? We are asked to



exterminate grudges, hatred and forgiveness in our hearts (symbols are
asked to spears) and become instruments of peace. (Is. 2:4) Let us walk in the
We are told by Jesus today to “Stay awake” and by Paul: “You must stay
awake.” Have you ever noticed how the regular sound of gentle waves, or
constant repeated actions of our daily hum-drum lives can make us dull so
that we become so engrossed and busy that we forget the true purpose of our
life. We forget the important things of life (as the people in the time of Noah).
Ask yourself: How do I feel when I wake up in the morning? Just another
uninteresting day? OR do I feel joy and gratitude to walk another day with
God? This latter gives energy, peace and purpose. Let us wake up this Advent
and walk with Jesus.
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