2nd Sunday Advent A 4/12/16

Scripture : Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72 Romans15:4-9 Matt 3:1-12

John the Baptist preached in the wilderness. Today we live in a cold winter,
there are bare trees without leaves, and we too live in a wilderness!
Terrorists are many, the air and sea is polluted. There is friction in the world
ex, Syria, Alleppo, South Sudan, North Korea launches missiles; in Japan,
outwardly, we are prosperous, but homeless are many. There are an
estimated 2 million social recluses. In our Church there are fewer people,
fewer baptisms, fewer priests. Besides, there are many people who are in a
personal wilderness or a family wildereness.

John the Baptist proclaimed 2000 years ago, and God proclaims today,
within these various wildernesses : "Have hope! The Load Jesus, our Savior
1s coming! Have hope towards the future!”

Face your true self! Think about your future. Do you have hope? Hope is
absolutely essential for a happy, peaceful life. Hope i1s a gift from our gentle
God. Ask God for hope. Our hope for the future is based on the fact that God
our kind Father loves us and guides us. Jesus 1s our companion in the
journey of life. This gives us hope.

But John calls us to repent. To repent means that in an atmosphere of God’s
total love we recall that we are weak, that we are sinners. Bad things that
we have done and good things we left out.-

We resolve to try to be better. Here are 2 suggested resolutions:®Open your
Bible and slowly, prayerfully ponder God’s message to us. Eg. The texts
above. Isaiah11:1-10 1s poetry. When natured enemies play together is a
symbol of peace. Do you yearn for the peace of Christ? Ask for it! St. Paul in
Romans 15:4-9 tells about hope, trust and never giving up. Ask for it! In the
Gospel(Matt3:1-12) St John has a message for us today. Have hope because
the promised savior, Jesus Christ will come to you. @ Ask yourself this : In
what way can I help the poor of the world or Japan. Our cities are bright

with illumination. Let the light of Jesus enter your heart.
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3rd Sunday ADVENT A 11/12/16

Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10, Psalm 146, James 5:7-10, Mathew 11:2-11

Today the 3rd Sunday of Advent has an interesting name: Rejoicing Sunday
or the Sunday of Joy.

The joy of faith is a gift from God. It is deep down in one’s heart, so that even
in the midst of suffering there is that deep joy. In our first reading from
Isaiah (35:1-10) the word oy’ appears 7 times. Also these joyful words from
God: “Say to faint hearts: “Courage. Do not be afraid.” Here are some
suggested steps to taste the joy of faith:

(Dreview the state of your heart and deeply desire joy. Then in prayer ask
God for this most delightful gift. Wait with great hope. God gives this gift to
those who earnestly ask for it.

@give up self-centered attitude. Think of others, be kind and thoughtful to
them. ‘It is in giving that we receive.” By giving joy to another we taste joy in
our own hearts.

(@appreciate the good points of other people; appreciate the beauty of the
world around us. Then thank God for such goodness and beauty. Nature can
gladden us. It is God’s gift.

@this is the most important point! In the quiet of your heart ponder on just
how much God loves you as an individual. He really cares for you. He calls
you by name. You are precious in his eyes. You are loved. (Isaiah 43) God
accepts you as-you-are.

In today’s reading from Isaiah we read: To weary hands, to those with
trembling knees, to all with faint hearts say: Courage. Do not be afraid.
Look! Your God is coming to save you.”

Jesus 1s the fulfillment of this prophecy when he says to us today in a living
voice: “Come to me all you who labor and are burdened, and I will refresh
you.” (Matt.11:28) Let us go to Jesus to taste joy. Let us share this joy with

others.
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4th Sunday Advent Year A 18/12/16

Scripture: Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24

Some people ask: “Where 1s God?” But I ask you today to look deep into your
heart and answer this more personal question: “Where is your God?” I have
heard various answers. eg. ‘In space’, ‘In heaven’, ‘In nature’, ‘A force in the
world’. These answers are not wrong, but are very impersonal. These
answers were true until 2000 years ago. Our God put aside the glory of
heaven and came down to our earth and lived as a human being. From that
moment God became close to us humans. Jesus, our God, even today lives
among us. We cannot see him with our human eyes, but Jesus is beside us
when we open our eyes of faith.

In today’s Gospel we see the messenger of God telling Joseph that the father
of Mary’s baby is the Holy Spirit (i.e. God) and that his given name is to be
“Jesus”. This name mean Saviour. Then the angel says that Jesus will be
Emmanuel. This very special word is in the Hebrew language and it means:
“God 1s with us.”

We today are very much blessed to live in this era when our God is so close.
God 1s with us; beside us; walks the path of life with us. Jesus is our fellow
traveller in this life.

We can approach Jesus without fear, with confidence and entirely as-we-are.
Jesus, our God, understands human frailty, fear, and pain of heart and body.
We can talk to Jesus as our friend. We can meet this Jesus, our God, alive
today in the Scriptures and in prayer. Let us talk to Jesus as a friend who is
In our daily life- in our home, in our work-place, in our school, in our hospital,
in our recreation Jesus is the God who i1s with us. Jesus gives us help,

guidance, strength, consolation, and courage. Let us go to Jesus who is the
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Christmas Year A 25/12/16

Scripture Isaiah 9:1-6 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14

Why do so many people come to the Church at Christmas? I think it is
because deep down in our hearts there 1s a deep desire to taste God’s peace,
warmth, strength and encouragement in our daily, busy, humdrum lives! I
would like to use the novel ‘Silence’ by Endo Shusaku to explain what
Christmas really means- God is with us.

In the novel Sebastian Rodrigues, from Portugal, comes to Japan when
Tokugawa Iemitsu (1604-1651) was shogun. It was under Iemitsu that the
persecution of Christians was at its fiercest. Rodrigues works secretly as a
priest, but was captured. He was forced to watch Christians he knew being
tortured. The torture was ‘anazuri’. The Christian was suspended upside
down over a pit. The death was slow and agonizing. Rodrigues heard the
cries of excruciating pain and in prayer asked God: “Why are you silent?”
Judge Inoue said: “These Christians will be released if you tread on the face
of Jesus.” Jesus says to him with compassionate eyes: “Trample! My foot too
suffers pain. It is for the reason I come on earth. I was not silent. I suffer
beside you. There are strong and weak people. Both suffer. I am beside you.”
Here we have the true meaning of Christmas. The true God put aside the
glory of heaven, and became a true human like us. Jesus, whose birth we
celebrate today, is 100% God and 100% human like us. Jesus walks the path
of life with us. He is our fellow traveler. Jesus is beside us. God became
human to be beside us. God is not way up in the sky. He is beside us. God
understands us humans because he has experienced the suffering (and joys)
of humans. Let us each morning ask this compassionate God for suidance

and strength during the day.
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