5th Sunday Year A 5/2/17

Scripture: Isaiah 58:7-10; Psalm 112; Matthew 5:13-16

In today’s Gospel Jesus continues the Sermon on the Mount. Last week
Jesus told us we can be truly blessed ( 8 times!). Blessed means happy, or at
peace with God, oneself, people and the environment.

I personally was born into a Christian home. It was in coming to Japan that I
fully realized how ‘blessed’ I was. God has gifted me with the great blessing
of knowing his Son Jesus. To me that is the greatest treasure in this world.
To prepare this talk I spent time imagining what my life would have been
like if I did not know Christ. This exercise was a bit scary. I felt myself empty,
dark and without meaning. I have had major illnesses three times — without
Jesus I would have despaired. I felt rudderless.

This quiet time of imagining life without Jesus made me realize in a deeper
way how much Jesus means in my life. He gives my life taste; in darkness he
gives light. He gives hope. I ask:what is your experience?

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us: Share the good taste in your life with others.
Share your light with others. He is asking all of us. There are some big lights
in the world, eg. Mother Teresa. Jesus asks all to be small lights — a single,
small candle. Let us start in our own home by being kind and thoughtful. Let
us say a word of praise to people - don’t take them for granted. From a start
in our home let the light go outside to our school, workplace, friends. Let us
go out even further to the hungry, homeless and people without enough
warm clothes in a cold winter (cf. Isaiah in first reading). Isaiah also tells us
that as children of light we avoid putting loads (yokes) on to people, avoid
unforgiveness (the clenched fist) and avoid gossip (the wicked word).
Christians! This week give time to ponder in prayer just how wonderfully

blessed you are. After that, go and share those blessings with others.
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6th Sunday of Year A 12/2/17

Scripture : Ecclesiasticus (Sirach) 15:15-20, Psalm 119:1-40, 1 Corinth 2:6-10

In Ueno Park, Tokyo there is one of the huge bronze statues (only 20 were
made from the original mold) by Rodin called “The Thinking Man”. When I
see it I feel the man is both thinking and praying!

In today’s 15t reading (Sirach) we read : “Vast is the wisdom of the Load” In
Psalm 119, verse 18 : “Load! Open my mind and let me discover the wonders
of your Law” And in the second reading Paul speaks of the wisdom of this
world, and the wisdom of God-a wisdom that He shares with us.

We can think and think, study and study on our human effort, but where
does it get us? May be advancement in the company, or into a ‘good’
university, or more material possessions! These are passing and do not really
matter. That is the wisdom of the world. It is really shallow.

The wisdom that comes from God is first of all a total gift from God. It comes
to us by asking God for it in prayer (e.g. Psalm119). This wisdom shows us
God’s loving-kindness:; it gives us a call to meet the living Jesus today
through the Scriptures; it makes us realize the true purpose of our life. That
1s on the spiritual level. But we human are one: -sprit, heart, body. The
scriptures tell us that the wisdom of God is also for our usual everyday living.
Some examples of how God’s wisdom works : the ability to sew clothes ; to
build as a carpenter ; to make tents ; to guide a ship at sea ; to sing at a
funeral ; and one interesting example : aneducated, grey haired grandmother
advices an army general(Jeremiah). In other words : God’s wisdom is for our
everyday lives. E.g. guides us as how we use our time (too much TV?!)
wisdom guides us how to do things well, how to work your PC, how to shop
and cook, how to do your life’s work well. Wisdom does not come to the
mentally lazy! It comes to those who acknowledge the need of God’s wisdom
and ask for it in prayer. Read James1:5-8. “If any of you need wisdom, you

should ask God and it will be given to you. God is generous......
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7th Sunday of Year A 19/2/17
Scripture:Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18 Psalm103, Matthew 5:38-48

In today’s Gospel Jesus presents us with the greatest challenge. He says: “Love your
enemies! Pray for those who persecure you!” Impossible! Absolutely impossible! The
wound in my heart from that person is too deep. It is impossible to love(i.e.accept) that
person. Yes, it is impossible without the help and guidance of Jesus himself.
Acknowledge the impossibility and ask God’s help.

In Japanese we have a hymn®#390). We sing: "Let us think like Christ, let us speak to
others like Christ; let us act like Christ; let us love like Christ” Let us look at this
hymn-prayer, and ask his help.

LET US THINK LIKE CHRIST: The Samarian village people rejected Jesus. James
and John say: ‘let us destroy them with a lightening strike.’ Jesus’ thinking is different.
He loves (i.e. accepts) even those who reject him, He patiently waits. (Luke.9;54) The
woman taken in adultery. “Stone her to death” say the strict Pharisees.(John8:3) Jesus’
thinking is different. He hates sin but very much loves the sinner.

LET US SPEAK TO OTHERS LIKE CHRIST. Read John chap.4. Jesus listens to, and
speaks with the foreighn Samaritan woman at the well. He is gentle, he listens. He
accepts that woman even through she has been through many ‘marriages’. LET US
ACT LIKE CHRIST. Of Jesus it i1s said:”"He will not break off the bent reed or put out
the dying flame”(Matt.12:20). This meants that Jesus is gentle and understanding of
the weak, the fallen, of those who are hurt. Are we? Jesus preached all day long and
was very tired. Just then, mother came to Jesus, asking him to bless their children. The
disciples were angry at the mothers. But Jesus, despite his tiredness and the
inconvenience blessed children and mothers.(Mark10:14) Us?

LET US LOVE LIKE CHRIST. ‘Love your enemies. Do good to those who hurt you.
Pray for them, "The Roman soldiers were driving nails through Jesus hands and at the
same time the Elders were insulting him. Jesus prayed for them with love: “Father,
forgive them for they do not know what they are doing” (LK.23:33). Do we love like

that? Do we ask Jesus’ help to love (accept people)like that. Try it.
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8h Sunday of Year A 26/2/17

Scripture reading: Isaiah 49: 14-15; Psalm 62; Matthew 6:24-34.

Do you have a worry? Are you distressed or suffering? Are you burdened with
concern about your future? Do you fear sickness or death? Do you worry
about leak (or insecurity) of your saving? etc. etc.

If you are so troubled please read again and again today’s Isaiah reading,
Psalm 62, and the Gospel. The readings are full of consolation.

In the Isaiah short reading the people have been exported like cattle to a far
country, Babylon. Their homes, their city and the beautiful Jerusalem
Temple are heaps of rubble. “God has deserted us. Does he even exist?” they
cry out. Then through the voice of Isaiah, God answers in one of the most
beautiful images of scripture! “Can a mother forget her baby at her breast?
Even if she could, I will never forget you.”

Let us deeply ponder the wonderful meaning of these words. Yes! God calls
me by my own personal name and loves and cores for me, just like a mother.
Then after pondering that vital text, slowly read the Psalm response, Psalm
62. “God 1s my safely, my strength, my refuge. Trust him.”

Then read the Gospel. The disciples were worried about their future. Jesus
says: “Look at the birds — God your loving father, knows where each tiny bird
flies. He know where each tiny flower blooms. You, his beloved children are
far more valuable. You are cared for by a loving Abba God, so put your
worries in his hands and trust him.”

Please note this well! It is impossible to trust God if we do not know God as a
loving, caring, gentle God. He is concerned with each one of us. We cannot
caste all our worries on the Lord if we do not know him. Do we see him as a
distant, misty God?

In Japan we have hymn no. #391: Look at the birds of the air, my friend. God
cares for each one. Trust his great love.

Again I recommend that each of us reads the Scripture readings of this 8th
Sunday again and again. Read very slowly and ponder these beautiful and

encouraging texts. And let us give courage and hope to others.
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