1st Sunday Lent Year A 5/3/17

Scripture: Genesis 2:7-9;3:1-7; Psalm 51; Matthew 4:1-11

Here it 1s: Lent again. This season of Lent begins with our foreheads painted
with ashes. In this very ancient rite of ashes we hear the words: “TURN
AWAY FROM SIN AND BE FAITHFUL TO THE GOSPEL.” These words
must be looked at with the Biblical background in mind. Eg. “Sin” is ‘missing
the mark’. We aim at the target, but miss.

In Lent we acknowledge our misses and start again. Then the words:
“Believe the Gospel” The Gospel means the joyful message from God through
Jesus.

The very kernel of the message of Jesus is: God is love.

Yes, that is the summary and center of Jesus’ life and teaching. It is indeed
good news, truly a joyful message. God loves me.

“God” — God’s attitude towards us humans whom he created is love,
compassion, understanding, mercy.

“loves” — God knows all my human weakness through and through, and

always accepts me as I am — that is true love.

“me” — I am week, frail; I make resolutions and break them. I tell God I will
In the Sunday readings we see God creating humans, and they refusing to
rely on God’s strength and wisdom. But God is love, he is generous, he is
compassionate (Psalm 51). God sent his Son Jesus — true God and truly
human. As a true human being Jesus suffered true temptations. So we in our
fraility can approach God with confidence. Because, our God, Jesus, has

experienced our human condition and weakness.
As a special effort for Lent let us spend 5 quiet minutes in prayer. For example take:
“God loves me” and just taste the meaning, chew it over. This is a truth that can set you

free. Then let us share God’s love and this freedom with others.
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2nd Sunday of LENT 12/3/17
Scripture: Genesis12:1-4, Psalm33, 2 Timothy1-8-10, Matt. 17:1-9

Peter, James and John were 3 of Jesus’ 12 disciplines. With Jesus these 3 climbed
a high mountain. They saw Jesus changed so that his face shone like the sun.
They saw Jesus in glory. Jesus showed them that he was God.(Matt.17:1-9). Much
later these same 3 were with Jesus down on the plain, in the dark of night. They
saw Jesus in agony. Jesus shows us that he is truly human.(Matt.26:36-45). This
1s the Bible’s way of showing us that Jesus was 100% God and at the same time
100% human. God suffers with us.

Today let us consider the words spoken on the mountain. God’s voice from Heaven
says: "This is my beloved Son. * + - Listen to him.” Here is a challenge to us today
from God himself! Do we, as the followers of Jesus give time to listen to his words
to us. Jesus speaks to us today in a living voice through the Bible. Let us make
time to open our Bible and read about what he does and says. Let us listen to God
who tells us “Be quiet and know that I am God”(Psalm 46:11). But in today’s world
it takes effort and will power to be quiet or silent. There are so many of this
world’s distractions! There are our smart phones, texting, internet, face book,
games (eg. Pokemon, super Mario), and TV. There is so much static blocking out
what Jesus is saying to us. The words of Jesus bring peace, happiness and
encouragement. A very practical fast for Lent is to turn off all these machines.
Then we can be quiet, open our Bible and listen to what Jesus tells us. Perhaps we
will hear him say to us the words in today’s Gospel: “Stand up - - -do not be afraid.”
Most of us have fears, worries or stress of some kind. Let us go to Jesus in quiet
prayer with all our fears. “God cares for you so turn all your worries over to him.”
(1Peter5:1). To listen carefully is the first step in meeting and loving ourselves,

other people and God. Let us try it!
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3rd Sunday of Rent A 19/3/17
Scripture:Exodus 17:3-7, Romansb:1-8,John4:5-42

A Christian is someone who accepts Jesus into his/her life. The taking into one’s
heart of this person, dJesus is central to being a true Xian. Jesus comes first.
Teachings and commandments, while important, come second.

Today’s Gospel (John 4:5-42)is an invitation to meet Jesus either for the first time

or more thoroughly. This Gospel tells us a lot about Jesus and about ourselves.

Here are some points about the person Jesus.

(D Jesus was very human. He became tired and he was thirsty, like us.

@ dJesus was God. He knew the Samaritan woman’s secret heart. He made
promises that only God can make eg. For eternal living water.

@ Jesus does not judge people. He accepts a person as he/she is. Jesus knew that
this woman had been married 5 times and the man with her now was only a
live-in partner. But note well Jesus did not scold her.

@ Jesus himself started the conversation by asking her for a cup of water. Jesus
then enters into a most interesting conversation with the Samaritan woman.
Jesus first talks about ordinary water but gets into deeper matters by talking
about the thirst of the heart. Jesus promises living, eternal water that satisfies
the heart. This means that Jesus leads us to, and give us a warm relationship
with God. This gives us peace.

St Augustine (who died in 430) wrote this prayer: “O Load! You have made us for

yourself and our hearts cannot find peace until they rest in you.” Jesus says to

each of us : ”"Come to me and I will give you rest”

The scene at the well in Samaria is not an event of 2000 years ago. We too receive

an invitation to meet Jesus in prayer and have a heart to heart talk with him.

Come to the well with an empty busket, 1.e. an open heart. We will taste rest and

peace. Then like Samaritan woman let us share the gifts of Jesus with others.
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4th Sunday of Lent A 26/3/17

Scripture reading: 2 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesian 5: 8-14; John
9:1-41.

In the church, from ancient time, today’s Mass scripture was given toward
the final preparation for those receiving baptism at Easter. Also for those
already baptized, who renew their baptismal promise at Easter.

In the first reading (1 Samuel 16: 1-13) from the Old Testament era we see
Samuel being told that the new king of Israel will be from one of Jesse’s sons.
Samuel does not know which son God has chosen. He sees the eldest son
Eliab and thinks: “He is a big man, surely God has chosen him!” But no! Nor
the other sons. Jesse had to send out to the distant sheep flock to call the
youngest, and most unlikely, son back home. God reveals to Samuel: “David
1s to be King.” For Baptism God chooses the most unlikely, and who
acknowledge their weakness and their need for God.

Now the Gospel. We are all afflicted with blindness of the heart. The Gospel
blind man is our representatives. At first he did not know who Jesus was.
Then gradually his faith gets a bit deeper. He says first that Jesus is a great
man; then later he says that he is a prophet. Then finally he believes that
Jesus 1s God and from his heart says: “I believe.” This is our model.

At Baptism we come from darkness of the heart into the light of Christ. As a
symbol of this we receive a lighted candle with the words: “Walk as a child of
light” (Words from the second reading. Ephesians 5: 8-14)

Again we return to the first reading. We realize how weak we are. We
acknowledge that we cannot walk the path that Jesus calls us to on our own
human strength alone. It is impossible. We recall Jesus’ words; “You did not
choose me. I chose you.” (John 15: 16) So being weak we rely on the help and
strength of Jesus. Jesus is the Good Shepard who “guides ne along the right
path ... his kindness shall follows me all the days of my life. In the Lord’s
own house I will dwell for ever and ever (Psalm 23).” Baptism is a wonderful

treasure. Let us share that treasure.
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