5th Sunday Lent Year A 2/4/17

Scripture: Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45

Often in the Bible a historical incident has teaching for our daily life of faith.
Today’s Lazarus incident tells us much about ourselves and Jesus.

Lazarus, Martha and Mary were loved friends of Jesus. They gave Jesus support
and hospitality when so many of the leaders were plotting how to kill him. We all
need friends. Let us value them. At Baptism Jesus becomes our true friend. Jesus
says: “I call you my friend” (John 15:15)

Lazarus is sick, then dies. He was 4 days dead when at last Jesus arrives. Martha
asks why Jesus did not come earlier! Jesus feels deeply the loss of his friend
Lazarus and weeps in sadness. So human! Yes! Jesus is truly human. Jesus says
to Martha (and us today): “I am resurrection and life. The one who believes in me
will live forever. Do you believe this?” Martha answers: “Yes, Lord, I believe.” We
today are asked the same question. Jesus, as truly God, raises Lazarus to life. The
faith of Martha is still weak but it grows deeper.

Martha was expecting an instant cure and help from Jesus. But there was a delay!
When we suffer we cry out to God to help and cure us, but so often nothing
happens. God seems absent, silent, as if God had forgotten us. Let us believe that
our cry rises to God and help will come. Jesus, our God, is beside us when we
suffer. Jesus still weeps with us. Jesus is our closest and most faithful friend.
Jesus says to us! “Come to me all you who suffer and carry heavy burdens. I will
refresh you” (Matt. 11:28) Jesus gives strength and courage in our suffering.

Yes, we all must die- we are human! But death is not the end of life. It is the
beginning of a new life. Jesus says to each of us in a living voice: “I am the
resurrection and life. The one who believes in me will never die”. Yes, there is a
wonderful life after death. This teaching gives us great hope and courage. Let us

share these gifts.
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PASSION (PALM) Sunday of Year A 9/4/17
Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Psalm 22; Matthew 26:14-27:66

We read the drama of the last hours Jesus Christ. Jesus is our very best
friend. Jesus dies for each of us. Let us look at the characters in this vivid
drama. Which one represents you or me?

Pontius Pilate: he is governor of this occupied land. He wants to be popular
with both the Emperor in Rome and the Jesus. Pilate knows that Jesus is
innocent but to gain popularity he condemns Jesus to death. Pilate’s wife has
a dream and begs her husband to acquit innocent Jesus. The high priest,
politicians in government of Jews and Pharisees: all these were jealous of
Jesus’. They hated him because he challenged their hypocrisy and only
surface-religion. They influence the crowd to reject Jesus. The crowd:
Influenced by the powerful priests and politicians they choose the robber
Barabbas and yell: “Crucify Jesus! Crucify him.” Later on they jeer at Jesus
on the Cross. “You saved others! Save yourself.” The Roman army soldiers:
They mocked Jesus as a king: a red cloak, a crown of thorns in imitation of a

king. They spat on him. Disciple Peter denied he knew Jesus. Judas betrayed

Jesus for money.

Now we look at people who helped Jesus — so few! Simon from
Cyrene(modern Libya). At first forced to help Jesus carry his cross. But he
accepted Jesus and Simon and his 2 sons became Christians. Veronica: this
brave woman saw Jesus blood stained face, came from the crowd so against
Jesus, and with a towel gently wiped Jesus’ face. The woman at the foot of
the cross: Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary of Magdala, and the mother of
disciples James and John. (John too, there)

We see a sad, lonely Jesus standing before Pilate’s judgment court. Jesus has
been scourged, covered in bloody wounds. Jesus carries a heavy cross to
Calvary. Nailed to the Cross. After 3 excruciating hours Jesus dies. What
does this mean? What is it for? It means that God loves me this much. Jesus

says: I am beside you when you suffer. You are with me in my resurrection.”
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Easter Year A 16/4/17

Scripture: Colossians 3:1-4; Psalm 118; John 20:1-9

Today is the wonderful feast-day of Jesus Resurrection (Easter). To
understand the Resurrection as described in the Gospels, it is good to have
an image of the tomb. Joseph of Arimathea was a rich man, but also a
follower of Jesus. When Jesus died as a criminal (innocent!) on the cross
Joseph said: “Use the tomb I have prepared for myself” (Matt.27:57-61).
This tomb was a cave cut into a cliff, with a big stone fitting very close at the
mouth. The body was laid on a ledge. With the stone rolled over the entrance,
it was very dark inside the tomb.
On Sunday morning when the women came to anoint the body of Jesus
(whom they knew had died) they found the stone had been moved away, and
there was only an empty tomb.
Jesus had risen from the dead! He was alive! He was God! He was light!
Do we have a heavy stone in front of our heart? Is our heart dark inside? The
cause of the darkness maybe pride, self-centeredness, anger, jealousy,
resentment, self hate, not being able to forgive someone who hurt you, a
grudge, inferiority complex, fear, anxiety, etc. etc. etc.
Let us pray to the Risen Jesus. He says: “I am the light of the world.” Let us
tell Jesus about our “stone” and ask him: “Jesus! Please take away the heavy
stone in front of my heart. Jesus! Please shine your warm, life-giving light
into my heart.”

Today the Risen Jesus is our God who has experienced our own human
nature. He understands us. He is Risen. This means that he is alive and lives

amongst us now. He says to us in a living voice. “Fear not! I am with you.”
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Mercy Sunday 224 Sunday Easter A 23/4/17

Scripture: Acts 2:42-47, Psalm 118; 1Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

Let us ask ourselves this question: "Do I really believe that Jesus is risen from the
dead? Do I believe that the Risen Jesus is beside me now?”

My personal prayer is the one used by the father with an epileptic son: “Load I do
believe, but please help my unbelief’(Mark 9:24)

Faith in Jesus is like being on the edge of a high diving board, I know the water
below will support me, but I am too scared and doubting to jump! I need courage.
To believe and trust Jesus takes courage too. Let us ask for that courage as a gift
to us from God.

How does Jesus treat people with weak faith? In one word: ‘Mercy’ Consider how
gentle the Risen dJesus was with the two doubters returning to
Emmaus(Luke24:13-35). Jesus was so gentle with Peter who denied Jesus, and
today we see how gentle and understanding Jesus was with doubting
Thomas(John 20:24-). Jesus is full of mercy. Jesus understands human weakness.
Jesus 1s the same today towards each of us.

But sometimes we feel crushed under worry, we feel stressed and empty. We doubt
about God’s protection. We feel deserted. God is silent. God seems a long way away.
We seem to be going through a Calvary of suffering. We too cry out as Jesus did on
the Cross: “My God! My God! Why have you forsaken me?”

The apostle Thomas also had such an experience. He ran away from everyone.
Then Jesus came and healed all the wounds of his heart. So often we too meet the
real Jesus in our suffering.

However this is important! In all our pain and emptiness, have hope. Jesus will
come and console us. The basis of our hope is the Resurrection of Jesus. “That he
will come is a sure as the dawn”(Hosea6:3). In our emptiness, doubt and despair
let us pray with all our heart, yes, let us call out to God in our emptiness for his

help. At the same time let us go out to help others who suffer.
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SEASON OF EASTER 3rd Sunday 30/4/17

Scripture: Acts 2:14-33; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Psalm 16; Luke 24:13-35

The early Church used the Emmaus scene in today’s Gospel (Luke
24:13-25) to explain what today we call our Mass. Let us consider this
scripture.

The Risen Jesus gently leads these 2 to meet themselves. They concretely
acknowledge what is going on in their hearts right now. These 2 were
down-hearted, disappointed, refusing to believe others, they were escaping.
Let us bring ourselves as we really are to our Mass. Jesus shows concern in
the burdens of these two. Jesus listens to them. Jesus is the same with us
today. As part of our Mass tell Jesus truly how you feel today.

Jesus says: “Where 2 or 3 people are gathered in my name, I am in their
midst.” (Matt. 18:20). Our Sunday gathering together is important.

Jesus explained the deep meaning of Scripture for their daily lives. In our
Mass today we have 3 Scripture readings and a Psalm. “It is Christ himself
who speaks when the holy Scriptures are read in Church.” (Vat.II Liturgy
#7) When we come to Mass let us have a sense of expectancy. What is Jesus
going to say to me for my daily life? Let us be sensitive. Ask Jesus to explain
the deep meaning of the Scripture readings. Jesus is alive today. Jesus walks
the path of life with us, just as he walked with the Emmaus couple.

The couple in today’s Gospel invite Jesus to come into their home for a
meal together. Let us invite Jesus into our daily lives. Jesus says in
Scripture: “Listen! I am standing and knocking at your door. I will come in
and we will eat together.” (Revelation 3:20) Jesus gives us his very self in
Holy Communion. dJesus lives in our hearts giving us strength,
encouragement, guidance and hope. Indeed, happy are we who are invited to
the table of the Load.

At Emmaus Jesus vanished but from now on Jesus will be always with
them. Jesus is always with us even though our human eyes do not see him.
We too like the Emmaus couple, go out after Mass to share Jesus with others.
We speak and act in his place by being a witness in our homes, schools,

workplaces.
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