4th Sunday of Easter A 7/5/17

Scripture reading: Acts 2: 14,36-41; Psalm 23; Peter 2: 20-25; John 10:1-10.

Jesus says: “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11) And again in John
(today’s Gospel) Jesus says: “I am the shepherd of the flock ... the sheep hear
his voice and one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. They
know his voice ” (John 10: 3-4) Again Jesus says; “I am the gate. Anyone who
enters through me will be safe, will go freely and be sure of finding pastor”
(John 10: 9) “I am the gate ” means that through Jesus we meet the true God.

Today let us consider Psalm 23, the Response Psalm. Jesus identifies
feature of this Psalm is that it concerns the individual —i.e. me! Jesus guides
and protects me. When I feel sad (i.e. drooping spirit) Jesus gives me new
hope and life. Even if I feel dark, lonely, fearful, let me remember that Jesus
my shepherd is at my side. I maybe attacked by the devil’s temptations or by
someone spreading bad-talk about me, or by someone bullying me or
betraying me — even in the depth of these sufferings Jesus my shepherd will
defend me. An ordinary shepherd, in Jesus’ time, called each sheep by a
special name he gave when the lamb was born. The shepherd guided each
sheep to good grass and water. The enemies of sheep at that time were eagles
and wolves.

Then the theme changes. God will give us a banquet. This means close, warm
companionship with God. We will live protected in God’s house and forever.
What joy! What comfort! What hope! Let us slowly pray Psalm 23. Then let

us go out and share joy, comfort with others.
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5th Sunday of Easter Year A 14/5/17
Scripture: Acts 6:1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12

In his first letter Peter uses an interesting parable to illustrate our
relationship with Jesus. We are all different stones in an arch that at the top
has a wedgeshaped stone, called a key stone. That stone holds the whole arch
together. Jesus wants to hold our lives together. Let us make Jesus the
center of our lives. Jesus gives taste to our lives.

In today’s Gospel Jesus says: “I am the Way, Truth and Life”
“I am the Way.” We are on the journey of life. Eternal life in heaven is
destination. We come from God, and we must return to God. Jesus travels
with us as we walk the path of life. Jesus is beside us. We never walk alone.
Jesus gives companionship, strength and example. Jesus gives us himself in
the Eucharist as spiritual food and energy for our journey. Jesus is the Way
to peace, happiness and a life full of meaning.
“I am the Truth.” The teaching of Jesus is a direct message from God himself.
This message is truth so we can rely on it and build happy, peaceful,
meaningful lives. A house built on the truth that Jesus gives us can survive
all storms in our lives.
“T am the Life.” Through Baptism the life of God comes into our hearts. We
become God’s chirdren. God is our true father.
Philip in today’s Gospel says: “Jesus! Show us the Father.” Philip is asking:
“What 1s God like?” Jesus replies that God the Father and his Son Jesus are
totally united, so that when we see or meet Jesus we see or meet God, our
Father. The heart of Jesus and heart of the Father are the same. Jesus is so
kind. Jesus feels with people- when people suffer Jesus suffers. Jesus sheds
tears when his friend Lazarus dies. Jesus feels the sorrow of the mother from
Nain, when her only child dies. Jesus understands people, like Peter, who sin.
Jesus accepts people as they are. This is our God. Let us realize that the
Risen Jesus is totally the same towards us today. Let us share Jesus and his

gifts with others.
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6th Sunday Easter A 21/5/17
Scripture:1Peter3:15-18 Psalm66;John 14:15-21

In the 2d reading(1Peter 3:15)we read:”Always have your answer ready for people
who ask the reason for the hope that you have. Give it with courtesy and respect.” This
advice from the Bible is most important for us in Japan where less than 1% of the
nation is Christian.

Hope is a candle shining in darkness. Consider the recent news.

A missile launched in Nth. Korea capable of reaching Japan. There was a further
warning of an earthquake-tsunami in the next few years in the Nankai trough that
could kill thousands in Tokyo area. Young parents worry about their children’s
education. Older people worry about their pension and savings-enough for future?!
There are constant reports of youth bullying and suicide. Etc.etc.

It is in this atmosphere that we who are united to Jesus must be beacons of hope. We
must have it ourselves. We must share that hope with others. And as in the reading
today explain why we hope.

We Christians believe in something we call “providence.” It means that we believe
deeply that each one of us is a child of God. God our father loves each one of us. God
calls each one of us by our personal name. God our loving Father protects and guides
and guards each one of us. In today’s Gospel we read: “...you will be loved by my Father
and I shall love you.” God knows how frail I am and he still loves and accepts me as I
am.

“God loves and cares for me. I walk the path of life with Jesus. I am never alone.”

That is the source and foundation of my hope. Let us ask ourselves: Do I really believe

this? And do I share it with others? We pray : Load I believe, help my un-belief.
Scripture says: “We have to run to God for safety... this hope is like a firm and steady

anchor for our souls”(Hebrews6:18-19).
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THE ASCENSION OF JESUS Year A 28/5/17

Scripture: Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Matthew 28:16-20

Today we celebrate Jesus’ return to Heaven as God. God himself came
down from Heaven. Through Mary he became truly human (while at the
same time being God). Let us review the 33 years of the life of Jesus on the
earth.

Jesus was born in a hut used for animals! (Even that teaches us something
about what 1s important in our lives — material goods or spiritual-heart
blessings!) For 30 years Jesus lived away his family. A lesson of the
importance of family life and its value before God. Jesus became an
apprentice to his foster-father, Joseph, who was a carpenter. Our ordinary
daily actions and work are valuable in God’s eyes. For only 3 years Jesus
taught publically and gathered followers. Jesus’ central teaching was that
God was love, that God is close to us and concerned about each of us. Jesus
showed a kind heart to people, especially those who were sick, worried, or
had made mistakes. Jesus died on the cross as a criminal-he was totally
innocent, but he offered up his life for us-this shows just how much he loves
us. When we see the gentle heart of Jesus each of us can say: this is the heart
of the true God towards me now. Today let us thank Jesus for the life he lived
on earth.

But that was 2000 years ago in a small Middle East country! By his going
back to Heaven (i.e. his Ascension) Jesus is freed from restriction of time and
a particular country. As God, Jesus is with us now. In the important last
words to today’s Gospel Jesus says to us today in a living voice: “I will be
with you always.” For me that is the greatest encouragement and consolation
we humans could receive. So let us thank Jesus and let us make our
gratitude concrete by sharing his kindness with others. In gratitude we ‘clap
our hands and cry to God with shouts of joy’ (Psalm 47). But above all let us

share our faith with others.
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