13tk Sunday of Year A  2/7/2017

Scripture reading: 2 King 4:8-16; Psalm 89; Mathew 10:37-42.

We Christians walk the path of life which Jesus shows us through his words and
example. The words of Jesus come to us through Scripture. Jesus gives us consolation
and encouragement but also challenge. The scripture for today’s Mass gives us
challenge (Next Sunday we have consolation!). We must beware of “cheap Christianity”
which only presents the consolation, without challenge.

Jesus challenges us: “Anyone who does not take up his cross and follow in my
footsteps is not worthy of me” (Mathew 10:38). The word “cross” means suffering of any
kind. Suffering is part of being human. “Cross” also means moderation, giving up one’s
own convenience. “Cross” can mean listening to another when you want to talk. “Cross”
has a very broad meaning. There are ‘little’ crosses and ‘big’ crosses. It is absolutely
vital for a Christian to remember that we always carry our cross with Christ.

We are given the challenge to make Jesus the center of our everyday life. “Jesus,
number one.” If we put Jesus as number one in our lives we find that our love of
prarents and love of children becomes deeper. If God comes first our love for others
grows.

In the second half of today’s gospel and in the first reading we are called to
hospitality. Hospitality is the special mark of a Christian. When we are baptized we
enter into the warm hospitality of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus says to us today:
“If anyone gives even a cup of cool water to a little one, that person will be rewarded”
(Matt. 10:42). Here a “little one” includes a stranger, a lonely person, the homeless,
someone who suffering, those who are the victims of bullying, the outsider etc, etc.
“Cool water” is the symbol of welcome and hospitality. Christ-like hospitality is opening
our hearts to another, receiving them as they are. People who show such kindness to

others will most certainly be rewarded by God.
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14th Sunday Year A 9/7/17

Scripture:Psalm145; Matt.11:25-30

Do you want to experience a big welcome from god?

If so, tell him all your troubles! That i1s the message today from Jesus when he says
to us:“Come to me all you who labor and are burdened and I will refresh you.”Note well
that Jesus gives this invitation to ALL, not just a fervent few! In today’s competitive
society people have many ‘burdens’. For example, stress, worry, disappointment, failure,
wounds of the heart from difficult or broken relationships, various limitations in one’s
personality, the fraility of being old, sadness, loneliness, addiction, resentments-and
many more such ‘burdens’.

Jesus invites us to take them all to him, in prayer. He will give us peace, calm and joy.
What a promise! What a marvelous invitation! Let us try to answer the invitation.
Then Jesus says: "Take my yoke-and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is
easy and my burden light.”

From 1957 for 10 years I worked in country churches. I used to watch the farmers
plough their field or prepare the rice paddy using a plough pulled by a bullock. There
were no machines. The York was made of strong, heavy wood fitting on the cow’s
shoulders.

Such a yoke was used also in Jesus’ time. But Jesus in the Gospel is talking of a
double yoke, for two animals as a team. Jesus is telling us that we do not carry our
pains and burdens alone. Jesus as God i1s beside us giving us strength and
encouragement. That is why the burdens become easy and light. We are never alone in
the journey of life.

In prayer try these 3 steps. (DTell Jesus you are coming to him-pause @Pour out
your tiredness, stress and burdens-pause (@dJesus then says: ”I carry them with you”-in
a long pause taste those words. Jesus will strengthen you. Share this strength with

others.
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15th Sunday Year A 16/7/17

Scripture: Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 65; Romans 8:18-23; Matt. 13:1-23

God speaks to us today especially through the Scriptures. But when we open our
Bibles do we hear anything that goes right to our hearts? The problem that blocks us
hearing Jesus speak to us is that we are flooded with loud words almost all day - TV,
radio, mobile phone, games, internet, PC etc etc. A tsunami of words engulfs us! Our
attention span has often become limited! There is so much static!

Jesus gives us a vital message from God himself. What is the reaction to this
message? Jesus sows the seed i.e. message. The seed falls on Ma hard often walked on,
path — has the routine of our daily life made us dull? @rocky soil — has the fact that we
cannot forgive a person made us hard? @tall weeds - has being ‘busy’, and thinking
only of goods, money and success made us into a robot? @or do we make good soil in our
hearts to receive the Word of God so that it produces fruit.

Somehow, someway we need to create at least a short time of silence to meet and
listen to our God.

Doctor Takashi Nagai, the famous doctor of Nagasaki after the Atom Bomb, found a
way to help him to meet Jesus in the middle of his very, very busy life as a radiologist.
Each day Dr. Nagai would choose just one word or one line from the Scriptures and call

it to mind and chew over it during his busy day. This brought him peace. It gave
meaning to his daily work. I personally am a fan of Dr. Nagai. I choose my word from
Scripture at night and taste it the next day. From today’s scripture: “What we suffer in
this life cannot be compared to the glory awaiting us in Heaven (Rom. 8:18). “Happy
are your eyes because you can see and ears hear” (Matt. 13:16). “Produce a harvest of

100%, 60%, 30%” (Matt. 13:23). Please try it.
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16tk Sunday of Year A 23/7/17

Scripture:Wisdom12:13-19,Psalm86 Romans8:26-27 Matt.13:24-33

Stop your thought!! Quietly imagine yourself listening to Jesus speaking 2000 years
ago. Jesus is in the middle of farms. The wheat crop is tall and green waving gently in
the breeze. Jesus starts his parable with “The Kingdom of Heaven is like...” The crowd
listening think that when the reign of God comes there will be thunder and lightning
and a powerful Jewish army will chase the Roman occupying army out of their country.
There will be freedom! But Jesus i1s saying that God is already working very quietly.
The Kingdom of God is like a seed in the ground where it cannot be seen. However that
seed 1s quietly growing and will mature. The reign of God has already started.

In God’s Kingdom there will be good people, but also the not so good. In God’s wheat
field there is good wheat but also a weed that is poison. The worker says: ”Shall I pull
out the bad weed?” “No, leave it and separate it at harvest time” says owner.

There are various lessons. (DIn Jesus’ Church, there are fervent people and those not
so fervent. Jesus tells us not to judge them or expel them. God loves them too, and
awaits their conversion. With God’s help a poisonous weed can become good wheat. God
is truly wonderful. @let us ask ourselves: “Am I good wheat or a weed?” Usually many
of us are a mixture! But our God is lenient, full of mercy and compassion(Wisdom and
Psalm86).God accepts us as we are. This acceptance is our incentive to love God more.
God created us as “good wheat”. God accepts us, but do we accept ourselves? When we
realize that Jesus loves us as-we-are, loves us unconditionally. Then we will mature as
humans and as Christians even if surrounded by weeds. We are good seed. Pray and we
will flourish. Today Jesus gives us hope and encouragement. Let us thank Jesus, and

share.



FHE16E8 AE 20174782 3H

MMAERIEI KNG SEEZL 2T, bi=Li-bZaHohSB]

EOEpRASE M1 2E13— 198 FE86 O—Vv=E8FE26—27H <4413
F 24— 3 3

EZBHEIESOHT, B 2000 F£R/IZA TRADEFEZFENTWDIBEEHNAA—DLT
HELED A TRIFMDEARICII>TELNET, NEDOFEFTEL<. RICZLNTEE
NTVWET AT RIEIEAFEEZROONFET [ROEITRDLSIZFEZBND - - -]
BRI, AOXEEIE, EREMANELKICHAGBIINVADERNO—TOLHBEEEXRHES
DEMNGEWVWHELTNEIEREAS, EEATVWEY, 5416, BoEICBERD
k51 LML, TMEESEICEHIBNTELONDS] LA IZRIEEOLNET, HOEILIHE
[CEMEBOLSHIOT, BIZKRZFEFFA, LML, BIEEENMIEEL, RRALT
WET, BRICHEROXZERIIIBE->TLAIDTT,
HOEIZIFBRWAELEZARICBEKEVWALVWET . OEMICIIBVELEEENHY FT,
BX () NEWET IEFXZFIZFHRVLVTLEVNVELLIN?] TV, MY ANDEET
FOFEFIZLTHEHEIL MOE (FN) FEVWET, CZICEVWAWAEZINAH Y
FF. DI ITADHRIZIFEBDEBABLESTHVOADWVWET, TS5 THVOWAZEDZ LZH
WY, BOMELEEY LTIEWFARWE A TRERIEFBICEDNETT, MERIIESD
ELEL, BoDRILZEF>TELONET, #EOBITT, ERFRVEICLLIENT
EFET, HIIEICEBELSLLDOTY, QBRITEBREL LS, FMERIVNEEASMN?E
NELHELASMA?ER. FEEDEIEIAMAMNES >TWET, LML, FAfzBD#
(TR FENARNATT (HEDE - 5 86), MXRIEIAEEZHYDEFICZITA
NTLESVWET, CORZBE. AL 2L BEREZTIRIBEGTY T, #ERITTA
% TRWNE] ELTHIDTLESWELz, #RIIFA-BEZITANTLZESH, T
FR-BIEEREEZZFTANTWVASATLEIN? A I RELA-EDIEE, HYDFE
FICEEHICBLTLESZI LMD E, ANERELT, Ff, RLEAHEICEHENT
WTEFURMEELTHRBALEZIDERSZZENTEET, FA-BIIRWVETY, iV
FL&S. F5TNIERET D (RZXB) CENTEFET, B, 41 TREKEF=BIZHF
BLEREEZTKESVET, A TAKRICREHELELELES, FLTEIDALELESH
LEEVWEL &S,



17th Sunday Year A 30/7/17

Scripture: 1 Kings 3 * 5:7-12; Psalm 119; Matthew 13:44-52

If God said to you: “Ask me for what you most desire and I will give you that gift.”
(Solomon heard God say this to him — 1st reading). Here spend 3 quiet minutes
considering what you most want from God! Go right to the depths of your heart.

Now ask yourself these questions. 1) Was the gift that I requested from God for

myself, or for others? Solomon asked a gift that he could use for others. @ Was the gift

from God that I asked for a material thing, or advancement or more honor? Solomon
asked for special wisdom. @ Did I go to the deepest desire of my heart or only a
surface wish? Did I ask for what I really wanted or did I ask God for something that I
thought I should ask for?

From now on I will share my request to God! I came to Japan 60 years ago. Japan is
99% non-Christian. My faith is the greatest treasure I could ever possess. My faith is a
magnificent pearl of the heart. Living in Japan God has taught me this. Living in my
home country I tended to take the great treasure of my faith for granted. By “my faith”
I mean that I have met Jesus. Jesus gives meaning to my daily life. Jesus tells me not
only the purpose of my life but walks with me to my true destination, Heaven. Jesus

gives me courage, companionship, encouragement. I am never alone in life’s journey.

So my request on the surface is for heath. But deep deep down I ask that I know Jesus

better so that I can share him with others. I would request that I get safely to Heaven
with many others. I ask especially for trust in God who guards me. May I share this

trust with others. What is your greatest desire?
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