Transfiguration of Jesus Year A 6/8/2017
Scripture : Daniel 7:92-14; Psalm 97; Peter 1 1 16-19; Mathew 19:1-9.

Jesus showed the 3 apostles that he was God on the mountain of the transfiguration.
But we will not understand the meaning of Jesus’ glory on the mountain unless we recall
his words just 6 days before: “I will be made to suffer terribly. I will be killed, but 3 days
later I will rise to life”(Mt. 16:21)

The wonderful glory of the Transfiguration and the dark suffering of the Garden of
Gethsemani are very much connected. The same 3 apostles witness both scenes — on the
mountain, on the plain.

When dJesus suffers in the Garden we see a very, very human Jesus. Jesus as truly
human, fears the torture and violent death that the sees coming. Jesus was deeply hurt
in his heart by the betrayal of his friend, Judas. Jesus is 100% human like us. Jesus is
with us.

In the Transfiguration and Resurrection we see Jesus as God. Jesus is 100% God.

What does that mean for us today? Our God has experienced the same humanity as
us. This makes our God very close to us. Our God understands our suffering because
Jesus himself has experienced suffering. The letter to Hebrews says: “Jesus
understands every weakness of ours ...... so whenever we are in need we should come
bravely before the throne of our merciful God. There we will be treated with undeserved
kindness and we will find help.”(Hebrews 4:15-16)

Jesus as our God walks the human path of life with us. Jesus is our support, our
strength, our help, our encouragement. Jesus our God says to us today, in a living
voice: "Come to me all you who labour and are burdened and I will refresh you.”(Matt.

11:28). Let us share Jesus’ support with other.
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19th Sunday Year A 13/8/17

Scripture: 1 Kings 19:9-13; Psalm 85; Matthew 14:22-33

North Korea says it will send a missile that will pass over Japan. America promises
‘fire and fury.” Let us pray and work for peace. Pray for peace in the world, in Japan, in
your work place, in your family and in your own heart. Basic peace is a gift of God. We
humans co-operate with God. In today’s Psalm 85 we read: “The Lord God promises
peace...peace shall follow his footsteps.”

In today’s Gospel (Matthew 14) we see the 12 apostles in a boat in a violent storm.
Their boat is sinking. The apostles do not see Jesus. But Jesus sees them from the
mountain and is praying for them. Then later Jesus, walking on the water, comes close
to the sinking boat and frightened apostles and gently says to them. “Be at peace! It is I.
Do not be afraid.” Impetuous Peter at the invitation of Jesus at first walks on the water,
then loses his confidence in Jesus and sinks. But Jesus, understanding human frailty,
stretches out his hand, grips Peter and saves him.

Our world today, and we ourselves personally, experience violent storms — war,
suffering, sickness, failures, hurts and storms of the heart. At times Jesus seems
distant and silent. Today Jesus our God is not on a mountain. Jesus sees us from
Heaven and is praying for us. At the best time for us Jesus will come to us too and say:
“Peace to you! Do not be afraid because I am with you.” Whenever we meet the storms
of life let us come back to this scene. Let us cry out for help. Jesus will come to us as
sure as the dawn. Our God 1s not a distant, unconcerned God. Jesus is close and suffers
with us suffering now. Let us wait on Jesus with hope. Let us have courage to get out of
our safe boat, walk across the water into the hands of Jesus. Then let us go to others

who suffer to give them hope and courage.
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20th Sunday Year A 20/8/17

Scriputure : Isaiah 56:1- 7 Psalm 67 Romans Il 13-32 Matt 15.21-28

The Jews of Jesus’ time thought that God’s love and kindness was only for practicing

Jews! This narrow idea existed despite the prophecy of Isaiah (today’s 15t reading), and

also Psalm 67. “all nations will learn your savinghelp”

In today’s Gospel Jesus teaches by actions. Jesus is outside Israel in a foreign country.

A non-Jewish mother cries out: “Jesus, Son of David have pity on me my daughter is

sick.” The disciples of Jesus thought that she was a nuisance. But Jesus saw the

mother’s worry and sadness behind her cries. Then Jesus and the mother enter into a

most interesting and humorous conversations.(Scripture scholars tell us that in the

original Greek context, Jesus’ words are not harsh. There is fun and humour in the
exchange). Jesus praises the mother’s trust in God. The daughter is healed.

What does this scene teach is 2000 years later?

(D The love, care, and mercy of God is for every single human being in this world people
of all nations and all times. we are called to acknowledge God’s love and mercy, and
trust God.

@ Pray for others. Start praying for your own children and family. Then go beyond your
relatives and pray for people on Japan and also other nations especially those who
are suffering and who are sick.

We pray in today’s Mass: ’O God! When we feel weakness and lack of power, may we

continue to believe in you the God of our salvation”
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21 st Sunday of YearA 27/8/17

Scripture: Isaiah 22:19-23; Psalm 138; Romans 11:33-36; Matt. 16:13-20

The Gospels are unique. The Gospels tell us what Jesus said 2000 years ago, but
Jesus in a living voice says those same words to us today.

Here 1s a concrete example of the eternal present tense of the Gospels. Jesus asks
each of us this vitally important question: “WHO AM I FOR YOU?” or “What do you
think of me?” The most important thing for a Christian is not following a moral code, or
believing truths of faith. (these are very important). The first, most fundamental and
important movement is to accept the person of Jesus himself.

When Jesus asked Peter this important question, Peter at first gave what other
people think! When we answer this vital question we can give an answer from a book,
or even what I think I should believe. Jesus today wants a true answer from our heart.

Peter eventual gave his answer from the heart and Jesus reminds him that his very
answer is a gift given him by God the Father. This tells us that prayer to God asking for
light and guidance is absolutely necessary.

Personally I have tried to get to know and love Jesus more by very slowly reading the
Gospels. I found the small book “A Life of Jesus” by Endo Shusaku a great help.
Through reading the Gospels slowly and prayerfully Jesus comes alive. Jesus, true God
and truly human becomes our fellow traveler in this journey of life. Jesus becomes our
support, encouragement and consoler. We meet Jesus who understands human

weakness and looks on us human with love and compassion.
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