22nd Sunday Year A 3/9/2017

Scripture: Jeremiah 20:7-9; Psalm 63; Romans 12:1-2; Mathew 16:21-27
Jeremiah was an Old Testament prophet. He was young; he had a very
sensitive heart. When the people rejected and insulted him the wounds in his

heart were deep. Today’s reading (Jer. 20:7-9) shows Jeremiah in the depth of

out angry, sad, suffering heart to god.

If you are angry, sad, full of heart hurts, if you are suffering, this is the way
you should pray. God loves us, and accept us as we are. In prayer God wants
our heart as-they-are, with no false decoration. In prayer it is O.K. to be angry
with God!

Because we are human, we meet suffering, disappointment, failure and
broken dreams. Jesus says to each one of us: ”If you want to be my followers,
you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me”
(CEV 16:24) Does this mean that the life of Christian is miserable and
gloomy? Not at all! It does mean that to avoid self-centeredness. Let us think
of others rather than self. To do this means sacrifice (which is a cross). It also
means that when we meet suffering, (that is when we have to carry our cross)
we are never alone. Jesus who experienced suffering and understands human
suffering, (that is when we have to carry our cross.) we are never alone. Jesus
who experienced suffering and understands human suffering is always beside
us carrying our cross with us. Jesus is with us on the journey of life.

When we meet suffering it is almost impossible to pray calmly! Pour out
your suffering to Jesus, our God who knows what human suffering is like. So
often, we feel empty. Our heart fells like a barren, waterless desert. Let us
pray Psalm 63. Let our suffering make us sensitive to the suffering of others.

Let us be their support and encouragement.
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23rd Sunday Year A 10/9/17

Scripture: Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95; Romans 13:8-10; Matthew 18:15-20

In today’s second reading (Romans 13:8-10) St. Paul uses very interesting words for
us today: “Get into debt! Give others a surplus of love!” Again and again Jesus tells us
to love our neighbor. And our ‘neighbor’ is anyone in need. (Remember the parable of
the Good Samaritan is in answer to someone who said: “Who is my neighbor?”)

“Love my neighbor.” What does ‘love’ mean. It does not mean feeling warm towards a
person. I cannot feel warm towards a person who has hurt me, or someone with a very
difficult temperament or someone who is bad and cruel. But Jesus tells us to love such
people! Jesus means that we accept them as-they-are with all their faults.

How can I accept or love a difficult person? How can I accept or love someone who has
hurt me? Yes, it is impossible on our human strength alone. Admit the impossibility
and ask God to help you.

In the Gospel Jesus makes a very difficult challenge to us. In human relationships
we often get wounds of the heart. At times people give us insults, bully us, show us a
cold heart, sometimes we experience betrayal. Jesus tells us that the one who is hurt
should go to the one who hurt us and make reconciliation. Again this seems impossible!
But at times we can be reconciled to such a person by giving them a smile or kind word.
But again ask Jesus to help us do this difficult thing.

Let us often recall how kind and gentle is God towards us. God understands our

human frailty and accepts us as-we-are. God forgives us. Let us do the same to others.
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24th Sunday Year A 17/9/17
Scripture:Ecclesiansticus(Sirah)27:30-28:7;Psalm103,Matthew18:21-35
Human relationships-we all have problems! Have you ever been the victim of insolls,
or bullying or favoritism, or sarcasm, or has someone looked down on you, or have you
been ignored? If so, you probably have a wound in your heart. You might try to
suppress it, you might try to forget it-but it is still there in the bottom of our heart. It is
like the germ that can become a cancer! Jesus tells us again and again to truly forgive
people who hurt us. In “The Lord’s Prayer’ we pray: Our Father...forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us.” (Matt.6:12)Jesus even tells us:” Love your enemies,
do good to those who harm you and speak untruly about you“ (Matt.5:44). To truly
forgive someone who has hurt us is the most difficult challenge in the path of Jesus for
us.
How do we forgive people? Here are some step:
(D Acknowledge that you cannot ever forgive on human power alone. We must rely on
the help and strength that God gives us.
(2) Spend some quiet reflective time recalling how our God treats you. “The Load is kind
and merciful, slow to anger rich in compassion” Psalm 103
(@ Try to get into the heart of the one who hurt you. Why did he/she do or say this harsh
thing? Hurting himself? Early childhood influence? Etc.
@ Tell God: "I want to forgive. Please help me.”
In today’s parable the King forgives a servant who has debts that would take 50
years to repay. But he would not forgive a debt to him that would take 3 months to
repay.
God is lavish to us in forgiveness. Surely we can forgive the little hurts we receive from
others. When we forgive another, a massive load is taken grom our hearts. We will feel

free and joyful-this is God’s gift to us. Let us try it!
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25th Sunday of Year A 24/9/17

Scripture: Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 145; Matthew 20:1-16

Have you ever been in a situation like this? At one time you had a vision, a hope, a
dream for your future. A person, or a place, or a job, or some situation was special to
you. You hoped this would last a long time. Then suddenly all your hopes, and dreams
disappear like the morning dew. (Here pause and, if possible, recall a concrete
example.)

You are disappointed, to say the least! You are down hearted. Your future looks
bleak. You doubt God’s care and love. You say to God “Why? Why? Why?” Perhaps you
may be angry with God. Perhaps you doubt God’s existence and love.

If you have ever had an experience like that (and I have) you probably feel like
worker in Jesus parable today (Matthew 20:1-16). This worker had been waiting since
early morning at the employment office and at 5 p.m. still no one asked him to work.
He was so downhearted. All his hopes for work had shattered. Then unexpectedly an
owner of a vineyard says: “I employ you.” After one hour work, at 6 p.m. he expects to
get one hour’s pay. But he gets a full day’s pay of 12 hours. He is full of joy at the
owner’s generosity. Now he and his family will have something to eat.

This parable of Jesus is telling us that our God, full of compassion, is ALWAYS
caring and guiding us. But sometimes God tells us “My thoughts are not your
thoughts, my ways are not your ways.” (Isaiah 55:8 today’s 1st reading) We might
choose a path but God chooses another. God loves us and wants our happiness. God
knows best. Today’s parable tells each of us that God is generous. We can never earn
God’s gifts, no matter how long we work. God loves us totally. He wants us to be happy.

Let us trust him.
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