26nd Sunday Year A 1/10/17

Scripture: Second Reading Philippians 2:1-11

“In your mind you must be the same as Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5)

In Japanese we often sing a hymn with those words. #390) ‘Think like Christ, Speak
like Christ, Act like Christ, Love like Christ.” This hymn summarizes today’s second
reading. At the last supper Jesus said: “I have given you an example that you may copy
what I have done.” St. Peter in his letter (1 Peter 2:21) ‘Christ has left us an example
that we may follow in his steps’.” (1 Peter 2:21)

What does it mean to us today ‘to think like Christ? "The constant theme of Jesus’
thinking is summed up in Psalm 31 that the prayed all his life even to his last breath:
“Father, I give my whole self into your hands.” It is a prayer of trust in God. Let us pray
1t too. “Too speak like Christ.” Through his words Jesus gave peace, courage,
encouragement and forgiveness. He talked to Zachaeus and gave to him a meaning in
life. Are we instrument of peace to others through our words? Do we say ‘thank you’ to
others and really mean i1t? “To act like Christ.” When Jesus was taken prisoner in the
Garden of Gethsemane he acted in a most unselfish, thoughtful way. He said to the
soldiers* “You have me, let these go free.” For 3 years Jesus walked through Palestine
with Peter. Many times Peter was extremely impulsive, and at times thought only of
his own gain, and name. Jesus was so patient with him. Peter sunk in waves through
weak faith. Peter denied 3 times that he even knew Jesus. But Jesus always accepted
Peter as he was. Do we accept people as they are? “To act like Christ. Jesus gave up his
life for us, his friends. Do we give up our lives in a little way for others? Do we give time
to others? Do we really listen? Do we give up our own convenience for others?

To think, speak, act, love like Christ we must get to know him well by reading and
praying the Gospel, by talking to him as a friend in prayer, and by being united to him

in Holy Communion.
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27th Sunday Year A 8/10/17

Scripture: Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80; Philippians 4:6-9; Matthew 21:33-43

Sometimes when I have problems, someone will say to me: “Don’t worry!” I do not
like those words! I cannot turn off my worried heart just like turning off electricity, like
a light bulb. But in the second reading (Philippians 4:6-9) St. Paul tells us: “There is no
need to worry.” But St. Paul continues with these important words: “... if there is
anything you need, pray for it... ask with thanksgiving. Then because you belong to
Christ God will bless you with peace.” That is great encouragement.

We all have worries — it is human. Let us use these worries as the raw material of
prayer. In this type of prayer we talk to Jesus as our friend and pour out all our worries.
St. Peter tells us: “Caste your worries on the Lord, he will provide” (1 Peter 5:7)

However before we start asking for help, we stop, and call to mind the gifts that God
has given us- life, faith, family, friends etc. God has been kind to us so far, God will
continue with his kindness in the future. With a feeling of gratitude to God we now
pour out our worries.

The root cause of deep worry is our lack of trust in God, in ourselves and in our
friends. When we ask for something from God, sometimes we receive the gift we asked
for. However sometimes in God’s great wisdom another gift is given. This gift will be
better for our happiness and peace. Jesus, as human, had enormous worries and fears.
Jesus prayed: “Father! Take this suffering away from me. But not my will, your will be

done.” (Luke 22: 41)

Our prayer of request is never, never wasted. This prayer goes from our heart, direct
to God who loves us and who is full of compassion. When we pray like this Paul tells us
not to distract ourselves with fripperies! The result of this prayer is “The God of peace

will be with you.”



FHEE2IEB AF 2017108 8H

TEATGRTETE BULVESOROHEE, iU EBMWEEITFEEL, |

BE: 4V 51-7; FHH0;, TsUE 4:6-9; <54 21:33-43

AR EEEIMNZ TS E, IDELEWNWT! | EEDNEZENBHY ET, TH.
CHDEERFFZICEENERA, DORDODEEIE. ERORAS v FEY>TEKREHET
KOICIF BT ZEEITEFHA. SBDEZBHE (74 UE 4:6-9) T, BAYOERFTIA
LMES DIZPHHEEIL] EEVWET, BADOIIROKRICKUGEEEGEITET - [RH
ZRADTHY EFENZESSIF, ROTWSELDEHITITERIFE I, - - - HOFFA,
BEENOIDNEEZEEX VR A ITRIZESDTSFDATLED, 1 ETHKRELR
FL T,

HICTHLDEREBEEHYET —ZTIALARBTT, ChoDiDEEEE. fTidODRERFEL
THEWELLES, COEIBHYTIE, A TRRIZCRAELTEL, DEEZETHEH
HIEBLDTY, BEXRMNODEETY : DEBEZTITEENE. XX TLESVET Y
(1R50 5:7)

T4, BIITERDIBDHBHINIZ, LBIEF-T, HEL=BIZTESo=BYY—&. £
M, REGEEFBWVEILELLS, HRIEISETELHRUT, XXBLELAZHELHITS
NET, BEAORBERVNGL L, FA-EbDODEREEZITEHITEL LS,

N ECDELTLESIREKRERAG. #FOA588. TLTRALEADERE
NRYLGWEWNWS ZETY  MRICAMNZRED & A -EAETZITMAZLEEHYET,
LALENS, MEROKXKESHMEIZEY., MOEANEZLNEZELHYET. COE
AL, FA-BDFEF/OEMIC. KYBRLDTYT, 41 TRERIE. AMELT, ETERER
DEBEPHNEFIEBVTVELZ, 1 IXFHOHFYTYT : R&K 'S DFELAZRY
E-STTFEL, TH, MOBEETEHGL, #EFROBEHIERLETLSIZ] (LA 22:41)

MEEDMYICKBEEWNME, RLT, RLT, THELLLEFBYFEEA, ZOFYIEFA-
LD SHET. FAl-bZRYIZL. BLAITHL TLWAHEHRICEICEEEY . /8o 0O(E,
CDESHEIEE, BOBFEVMIICKREMONGEVESICERAMLTLET, COHFY DK
B, TFHoHENADELERIZHD] (FT4UE 4:9) BT,



28th Sunday Year A 15/10/17

Scripture: Isaiah25:6-10 Psalm23 Matthew22:1-10

Scripture scholars use the phrase: "Banquet Theme”. They mean the frequent
mention of ‘'meals’ in both Old Testament and New. For example: banquet, (last)supper,
dinner, feast, meal. A meal is a time of warm, relaxed family intimacy. And here is why
this theme 1s so important in the Bible! God himself invites each one of us to taste and
enjoy his intimacy. A joyful, meal with a warm atmosphere is a symbol of God’s
intimacy with each of us. All are invited.

In ordinary life we are asked to reply (RSVP). We can joyfully reply “yes, I am
delighted to come.” Or we can say “yes! I will attend” but we attend only out of duty. We
can say “no I will not attend”. We make excuses to ourselves such as: ”’I am busy”, or “I
have this job to do” or "It is inconvenient”. Or saddest of all we open the invitation, and
just leave it on the desk unanswered .

Jesus invite us to his banquet meal. He offers us his intimacy and friendship. Jesus
is gentle. He wipes away the tears from our eyes(Isaiah). As the Good Shephered he
prepares a banquet for me(Psalm23).

How do we reply to Jesus’ invitation/ a joyful ‘yes’? A ’yes’ out of obligation? Do we
really think we are really busy and say ‘no’? Or do we neglect the invitation
altogether-apathy, indifference, laziness?

Just think of it! “Intimacy with God, with Jesus”. What a gift! It answers all the
hungers and thirsts of our hearts. Only God can satisfy all our longings.

We meet Jesus and taste his warmth through
(Dreading the Scriptures,

@prayer(prayer is basically enjoying the intimacy of God)

(@kindness to others especially the unfortunate(cf Matt25)

@we meet Jesus in a very special way at the Eucharist when we receive Holy
Communion(i.e union with Jesus)

Let us answer his warmth with others.
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29th Sunday Year A 22/10/17

Scripture: Isaiah 45:1-6; Psalm 96; Thess. 1:1-5; Matt. 22:15-21

In the Old Testament it is rare to read about God working through those not of the
Jewish religion. But God worked through the pagan King Cyrus to give freedom to the
Jews in captivity in Babylon. The message for us today is that God still works through
non-Christians. It also teaches us .that every person in the world is loved by God.

In the second reading St. Paul says to community of Thessalonica: “I always mention
you in my prayers.” Today let us ponder those words. We are skillful about asking God
for our own benefit, but do we forget to pray for others? Are we narrow and
self-centered? The prayer of Intercession is important. In the Gospel the pagan
centenarian prayed to Jesus for his servant’s health. The pagan mother in Tyre prayed
to Jesus for her daughter. For example, today we see scenes of sad refugees from Syria
and Myanmer — do we pray for these people? We see and hear still of the suffering in
North Eastern Japan — do we pray for them? Parents — do you pray for your children
and grandchildren? When you hear that someone is sick — do we pray for them? Let us
have open heart in prayer.

Do we pray for Japan? Do we pray for our government and civic leaders? St. Paul
says in 1 Timothy 2:2-4: “Pray for kings and others in power, so that we may live quiet
and peaceful lives ... this kind of prayer pleases God ... who wants everyone to be saved
...” (CEV)(*king=the government’.)

In the Gospel Jesus says: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and give God what is
God’s.” (For ‘Caesar’ we today can read ‘the government’, or ‘country’) In other words, a
good Christian is a good citizen of his/her country. That person prays for the country
and works for the peace of all citizens. Putting God first unifies everything else in to
our daily lives.

Of course among Christians there will be different political opinions. Jesus accepted
all types in his first 12 disciples. There were left wingers from Galilee, and right wing

in Mathew and Simon the Zealot. All united in Jesus-a model for us!
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30th Sunday Year A 29/10/17

Scripture: Exodus2:20-26; Psalm 18; Matt. 29:34-40

Let each of us face ourselves and ask: “Do I really love God?” But who is God?!! We
can know about God when we meet the human Jesus. Jesus is the self-portrait of God.
We see the gentleness, understanding of human weakness, and unconditional
acceptance of everyone and then we can say: “This is the heart of God.” Jesus is divine
love in a human heart. Jesus is God who became human to lead us to God. Jesus shows
us God is like.

In the poetic images of Psalm 18 we read: God is compassion. God is our fortress
(where we can be safe). God is our rock (a steady foundation to build our lives on). God
is my shield (God protects me). God is my strength (to help in my weakness).

Do I love such a gentle God, so close and loving? It is hard to honestly answer this
question! But there are some indications as to my true heart. Do I give some time to
dialog with God — that is, do I pray to God? The other indication is: am I kind and
accepting of people? Do I accept even difficult people? Maybe it is a fellow worker, even
a difficult husband, wife or child? Do I forgive someone who has hurt me?

Now, look at your own thumb print. It is absolutely unique. God made each single
person unique. God loves each one of us with an unconditional love. God knows all our
weakness and God still loves us. Here is another important question! Do I love myself?
Do I accept myself as I am? (Remember, God accepts for as I am).

In today’s Gospel Jesus gives us two important guideposts for a happy life. They are:
“Love the Lord your God with your whole heart” And number two: “Love your neighbor
as you love yourself.” It is so hard to love god or your neighbor unless we love and

accept our own personality. Let us go to God who loves us and ask to help us.
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