31st Sunday Year A 5/11/17

Scripture: Malachy 1:14-2:10; Psalm 131; Matthew 23:1-12

In the first Scripture the prophet Malachy as spokesman for God, wants the priests
of the Old Testament. And in the Gospels Jesus challenges the teaching of the Scribes
and Pharasees. They had made 613 rules to honor God. These rules were a great
burden for the ordinary person. They were also very complicated.

I, as priest of Shinkoyasu Community, and in these internet sermons, follow the
guidelines of our Pope Francis in his exhortation, called ‘The Joy of the Gospel(2013)
#164

Pope Francis says that priests must proclaim again and again and in different
ways this following key message:
“desus Christ loves you; Jesus gave up his life to save you, and now Jesus is living at
your side every day to enlighten, strengthen, and free you.”

This is the central foundation of being a Christian. Let us think of this teaching
carefully; let us use it in our prayer. Let us meet this gentle Jesus and enjoy his
company.

In the Gospel do not think that the Pharasees are a proud group of 2000 years ago!
There is some Pharasee-heart in all of us! Do we sometimes ‘show-off’? Do we try to
earn praise from others? Do we compare ourselves to others? Do we look down on
certain people? Do we sometimes want to be first, to be No. One? If I have authority
(in a home, workplace, or school etc.), do I use that authority to help others, or only
use it for myself? We are Christ’s representatives to help others.

Finally pray the very short Psalm 131. “O Lord! I am not proud... I have learned to
feel safe and satisfied just like a young child on its mother’s lap. Trust the Load now

and forever.”
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32nd Sunday Year A 12/11/17

Scripture: Book of Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63; Matt. 25:1-13

Wisdom in the Bible is an encouraging word. In the Hebrew and Greek language it
1s a feminine noun. So, this ‘wisdom’ what is 1t?

It is very different from worldly wisdom, which emphasizes study, a clever
intelligence, and learning. But where does all that study etc get you? Maybe one
becomes a professor, or gets on to be top in one’s company! But those things are so
passing and do not really satisfy the human heart.

Wisdom in the Bible is a gift from God given to everyone (learned and unlearned)
who ask for it. “If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God and it will be given to
you. God is generous.” (James 1:5).

Let us have a great yearning for wisdom from above. Today’s Psalm 63 expresses
that yearning. Wisdom is that extra oil in our lamps that keeps the flame alive to
lighten the darkness of our lives. “Be on the alert for her (i.e. wisdom) and anxiety will
quickly leave you” (Wisdom 6: 15, today’s 1st. reading).

The wisdom which is a gift from God puts life’s priorities in order. Wisdom shows us
how much God loves us; that God is full of loving-kindness. Wisdom shows us that
life’s purpose is to journey towards Heaven, walking that path together with Jesus,
our friend. The gift of wisdom helps us to make wise choices.

But wisdom is also for our everyday lives. The Bible speaks of wisdom guiding the
sewing of garments, in carpentry, in tent making, and in guiding a ship in the sea. In
other words this wisdom 1is for our everyday lives — in the home, or at school, or at
work, and for those retired.

We receive the gift of Wisdom through prayer. Pray each morning for the gift of
Wisdom. This means ask each morning for God to guide and enlighten our ordinary
actions throughout the day. Pause at night and we will notice the difference! The
lamps of our hearts are kept alive with the oil of prayer and kindness to others. This is

true wisdom. Let us ask God for wisdom.
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33rd Sunday of year A 19/11/17

Scripture:Proverbs31:10-31 Psalm128 Matthew25:14-30

Jesus in today’s Gospel gives all of us a challenge; "What are you doing with your
life?!” Each of us has been given a job to do in one’s life by God. And God also gives us
gifts or talents to do that job. Everyone, without exception, has his/her own life-work
and receives from God the capacity to accomplish that life-work.

Some people are very gifted. In the words of the parable they receive 5 talents. Such
people for example would be musicians, artists, writers, potters, and sculptors etc. But
most of us are just ordinary people who receive lesser gifts which are just as valuable.
That is, in the words of the parable we receive one or two talents.

One of the saddest lines in the Bible is: “The man who received one talent went off
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money”. The challenge is: “Does this
apply to me?” “Do I hide my gift?”

Some examples of a one or two talent person is the housewife in the Reading from
Proverbs. As a wife(of 2700 years ago!) she had the talent of sewing. Other people are
clever in the head, but others are skilled with their hands. Some can talk confidently
but others are skilled at listening deeply. Some people’s talent is their welcoming,
friendly smile,

In my kindergarten in N.L., we had a boy with water on the brain. He was very
frail. His quiet, unseeming talent was to make us gentle towards those who suffer.
Here is a program for this week:

1 decide in the concrete what your talent(s) are. Do not compare yourself with
others. God knows best and decides which talent we receive. Let us trust God.
2 thank God for your talent because that is where it comes from. In this way we
acknowledge it not our own, but from God on loan. Result=humility.
3 decide how we can share our talent or talents with others.

Pope Fransis asks us to share our talents especially with the poor. We return God’s

love of us, by us loving our neighbor, especially the poor.
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Christ the King Year A 26/11/17

Scripture: Ezekiel 34:11-17; Psalm 23; Matthew 25:31-46

Jesus has an important lesson for us in today’s Gospel. He talks us that after we die
Jesus will have a review of our lives. He will ask us these questions: “When you were
on earth did you give me food when I was hungry? Water I was thirsty? A welcome
when I was a traveller? When I was sick and in prison did you visit me?” We might
answer: “Jesus! When did me meet you yourself?” He answers: “When you did
something good for those suffering people you really did it to me myself?” What a great
challenge for us now!

In Japan, who are hungry? Beside the homeless, there is a great hunger in hearts.
Jesus might ask us “Did you give a warm smile to people, say ‘well done’ or ‘thank
you? Such kindness feeds lonely hearts.”

In Japan, ‘the traveller’ of the Gospel could be the migrant worker or those who
have just moved into our neighbourhood. Or those men on work away from home. Do
we give such a warm welcome or just pretend they are not there?

In Japan, beside the sick in hospital there are those afflicted with stress, depression,
addiction and worries. Jesus will ask us: “Did you give kindness and support to these
people.”

In Japan there are people actually in prisons with high walls and bars on the
windows but also prisons of the heart, people confined to bed, people who shut
themselves away and don’t come out of their house; and there are the bullied. Do we
give support? If we do, there is an eternal reward in heaven.

“The greatest sickness today 1s not leprosy or cancer or TB. It is loneliness.The

greatest evil today is our indifference and coldness towards these lonely ones. ”

(Mother Teresa)
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