1st Sunday ADVENT B 3/12/17

Scripture: Isaiah 63:16-19&64:2-7; Psalm 80; 1 Cor.1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37

During Advent we consider fundamental truths of the Christian way. Today we ask:
What is God like? What is our relationship with God? Today’s Scripture readings say:
(0”0 God! You are our Father.” Jesus teaches us that our God is a kind, gentle,

concerned for our happiness and a forgiving Father. Jesus uses a special child’s word
for “father”. It is “Abba”. God, our Father, is full of mercy.

@God is our Redeemer. A redeemer is one who pays a huge amount for our ransom to
give us freedom and happiness. Jesus, our God, paid the ransom of his life to give us
happiness.

@God is like a potter and we the clay. The clay is on the potter’s wheel and is gently
shaped. The potter is proud of his own work, but knows that the article is very
breakable. God as a Potter is a beautiful parable that is full of meaning and
consolation.

@The Responsorial Psalm 80 uses two images. God is our shepherd. Jesus, our God is
the good Shepherd that calls each sheep by name and guards them. Jesus gently
looks for a lost sheep.

(®God is keeper of the Vineyard. A keeper works all year to encourage and defend his
vines. These are meaningful parables.

©St. Paul says in the second reading: “God is faithful.” (1 Cor.1:9) These simple words
are full of meaning. The words refer to God’s solemn promise (covenant) to us. The
promise: “I am with you always. I will guard you.” Being faithful to this promise
means that God will never break his promise — even if we forget God! God will always
welcome us back to his fold.

In the Gospel Jesus tells us 3 times: “Stay awake.” This means to consider the

beautiful kindness of God and keep making our friendship with God ever stronger

through prayer and sharing his love with others.
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2nd Sunday ADVENT Year B 10/12/17
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85; Mark. 1:1-8

In today’s readings the words ‘way’, ‘path’, ‘highway’ occur. The word path or way
was special to the first century followers of Jesus. At baptism they entered into the
Way of Christ. That is they walked the same path as Jesus. God became human and
walked the same path of life as us. But here is the important fact. Jesus today also
walks the path of life with us. In life’s journey we are never alone. Jesus walks beside
us giving us support, strength and courage. Jesus says: “I am the Way. I am with you
on life’s journey.” If we consider this point deeply in prayer a lively hope arises in our
hearts. Even if we meet suffering that hope remains. The foundation of that hope is
that God loves us. Jesus is with us. He too walked the path of suffering. Jesus says: “I
will never leave you or desert you.” (Heb. 13:5)

When we hear the news on radio, newspaper or TV we are flooded with frightening
items: North Korea’s missiles, company presidents telling lies about their products,
murders every day, prices increase. Elderly people wonder about their future. Will the
pension be enough! There are thefts, murders and natural disasters. Then of course we
all have to face our own death. When death will come we do not know. But come it will!
In such a climate we need HOPE.

Hope is confidence in the future. Our future is in the hands of God who loves us. God
says: “Fear not! I call you by name. You are precious in my eyes and I love you. Fear
not because I am with you.” (Isaiah 43: 1-5) Such a promise from God himself gives us
great hope.

This week let us spend some quiet time in prayer. Just recall how much God loves
and cares for you. THIS is the foundation of our hope. Then in trust we can say:
“Loving Father, Abba, into your hands I give my life. I put my future into your hands. I
trust you.” THAT is HOPE!
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3rd Sunday ADVENT Year B 17/12/17

Scripture:Isaiah61:1-11,Luke:1:46-54,1Thess.5:16-24,John1/6-28

Selfishness stops joy coming into our hearts. Putting self as your number one priority
puts darkness in to your heart. Forgetting self and giving thoughtfulness to others will
give you joy, peace and light in your heart. In today’s Gospel we have an example to
follow.

John the Baptist was a popular preacher. Thousands came to listen to him. He had
many disciples But John the Baptist knew that his work in his life was to prepare the
path for Jesus, who was the promised Savior. John said:”’there is one coming after me
and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap”(John1:27)

If we give up our popularity and encourage another to come forward-we will feel joy
as a gift from God. Do we put our own convenience and wishes first and forget others?
Do we give way to another if we do will experience joy.

A worldwide popular prayer written in the humble spirit of Jesus and the Gospels
and put into practice by St. francis of Assisi is the famous ‘Prayer for Peace’

I think that the most important words in the whole prayer are: "Load make me an
instrument.” "Make me” is so important. We weak humans, ever inclined to
selfishness, find it impossible with human strength alone to put the spirit of this
prayer into our lives. We ask the Load God to 'make us’,i.e. to give us strength. We ask
God to work in our hearts.

Read this prayer very slowly and thoughtfully every day, especially during Advent.
Peace wil come to us, individually to our families, our workplace, our locality, our
country and gradually our world. Peace will give us joy. Here is the prayer of Peace.
Peace prayer of Saint Francis
Load,make me an instrument of your peace:
where there 1s hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there 1s doubt, faith;
where there 1s despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,

to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love.

for it is in giving that we receive,

it 1s in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.
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Christmas 2017

Scripture: Luke 2:1-14

What does Christmas really mean to you?

One of the most frequent messages from God to humans in the Bible is: “Fear not!
For I am with you.” The key word is the word WITH. In the Old Testament it means
that that God would give the strength and encourage to do a certain work or calling.

But Jesus birth in the stable gave the message a much deeper meaning. God himself
put aside the glory of heaven and became human. Jesus was 100% God and 100%
human.

Jesus, our God, has experienced our frail humanity. He knows how we re-act and
feel, how we are glad and how we suffer. Why? Because He has had the same
experience. In other words He 1s WITH us.

On the journey of life we never walk the path alone. Jesus, our God, is beside us,
walking with us.

From the time God became human, God became close and approachable.

Jesus, our God, calls each one of us by name and says: “O00, fear not because I am
with you.” THAT is the deep meaning of Christmas.
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Feast of Holy Family B 31/12/2017

Scripture reading: Genesis: 18:1-6; Hebrews 11:8-11; Luke 2:22-40

“To have faith in God.”: what does it mean? The Bible describes faith in this way:
God makes a solemn promise to each person to be with that person and protect that
person. Faith is trusting God’s promise and living by it. Such trust does not prevent
suffering, but it gives meaning to it. In the Bible Abraham is a model of faith.
Abraham was asked by God to leave his home and go into the desert to found a new
family. But he was old and had no children. He also saw the desert as a dangerous,
waterless place. God says: “Fear not Abraham I will be with you.; I will be your
shield.” (a shield is protecting armour, so ‘shield 'means here: ‘God will protect.’) “It
was by faith that Abraham obeyed God’s call ...... he set out without knowing where
he was going.” (Heb. 11:8) In other words he trusted God’s promise. Abraham put his
future in God’s hands.

We need such faith, such trust today. Who of us knows what the future holds? No
one! Let us call to mind God’s promise. God says to each of us: “Fear not! I am with
you always; I will protect you.” Yes, we will still meet sufferings but with God by our
side we can overcome them. We never walk life’s journey alone.

There is a line in Psalm 105 used today’s Mass: “Consider the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.” Let us meet God in prayer.

Our loving Father God uses that strength to protect us, his children. Let us go to
him with confidence in prayer.

Abraham, Mary, Joseph, models of faith, please pray that our faith and trust may

become stronger.
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