The Epiphany of Jesus Year B 7/1/18

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 3:2-6; Matt. 2:1-12

Today’s feast day is called “The Epiphany of the Lord’. This feast day calls to mind an
event when God showed his Son to all nations. In the Scriptures very often a historical
event is given that has a deep meaning for us today. For example the Jewish people
had been waiting for the promised savior for 1,000 years. It was not the priests who
first were called to meet Jesus but simple shepherds. These shepherds represented the
Jews. In today’s scripture we see three non-Jews come from the East- these three
represent all the nations of the world. These 3 represent you and me!

The three are called ‘wise men’. This means that they studied nature- the sun, moon
and stars- and they realized that some Power higher than human power is the
Creator. They searched for the meaning of this life on earth. They desired to be
strengthened and guided by this Power. They see a special star and accept that
guidance. The star leads them to Jesus. They accept and adore him as their God. Jesus
becomes their power and guider. They offer him gifts as an expression of their
gratitude which fills their hearts.

The message and challenge for us today is this: Do we see nature- stars, moon,
flowers etc and wonder who created them, or do we just take them for granted? Do we
seek God? Our guiding star is the Bible- do we read it? Do we really meet and accept
Jesus, taking him into our hearts with love? Do we offer Jesus gifts in gratitude for his
gift of revealing himself to us? What gifts? Jesus asks us for interesting gifts. Jesus
asks us in the Gospels to give him our tiredness and burdens, our friendship with him,
our weakness the thirst of our hearts. Jesus asks us to give him some of our time in

prayer to meet him. Jesus ask us to share the gifts he gives us with others.
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2nd Sunday Year B 14/1/18

Scripture: 1 samuel3:3-19; Psalm40 John1:35-42

Jesus is alive today and lives with us. Jesus speaks to us in a living voice especially
through the Gospels. Today Jesus says to each of us these important words: “What do
you want?” I face myself and ponder. What I want most in my life? At first I tell Jesus
this: “I want health and good eye-sight!” But then I ponder more deeply and tell Jesus:
“I want to meet and know you more deeply.” Jesus says to me too: “Come and see.”
This is a beautiful, gentle invitation.

Since my youth, and even now, the prayer of St. Augustine echoes in my heart. “O
Lord! You have made us for yourself and our hearts will not find rest until we rest in
you.”

Jesus puts this question to each one of us. Jesus invites each one of us to go to him
to enjoy his hospitality. In the concrete Jesus invites us to spend quiet time with him
in prayer.

When we go to Jesus in prayer, let us start like this:””Here I am Lord! Speak to me, I
am listening.” Then quietly pause. After this pause, tell Jesus in your own words the
secondary requests that you have. Very often the Bible will help you in this type of
prayer.

In today’s world we are so busy and there are so many sounds! Each of us must
learn how to turn off the static noises in our hearts. Leave the smartphone in another
room perhaps?!

The Lord keeps calling us to meet him in prayer. Remember the Lord had to call
Samuel four times! Be sensitive to God’s call.

The two disciples in today’s Gospel, many years later, remembered their first
meeting with Jesus-it was 4p.m.

Let us meet Jesus in prayer. We will taste peace and encouragement. Let us, like
Andrew in today’s Gospel, go out and share that peace and encouragement with

others.
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3rd Sunday Year B 21/1/18

Scripture: Jonah; Psalm 25; Mark 1:14-20

Today let us read and reflect on the whole (only 3 and 1/2 pages) of Jonah. The story
of Jonah is a parable, not history. Jonah was written about 400 B.C. when the Jewish
religion and nation had become very elite and exclusive. Many thought that non-Jews
were cursed by God. The story of Jonah is a beautiful reaction to this narrow way of
thinking. The message is alive for us today.

Jonah is like a play with 4 acts. The person Jonah is a fervent Jew. Nineveh is the
capital of hated pagan Assyria.

Act1: God calls Jonah to go as his messenger to Nineveh in the East. Jonah refuses
and takes a ship West. In a violent storm the pagan sailors pray. Jonah is fast asleep!

Act2: Jonah is saved by a whale(?); in its belly Jonah at last prays. Jonah is thrown
up dry land. God calls Jonah again to Nineveh.

Act3: Jonah calls Nineveh to repent. The whole city repents.

Act4: Jonah is angry with God because he still does not think that God should be
kind, merciful and forgiving to pagans! Jonah battles with his own conversion. Did
Jonah become a friend of God by accepting God’s love? We are not told! Each of us
must write our own ending!

What is the message of Jonah for us today? Let us ask ourselves: Do I really believe
that my God is compassionate, forgiving and understanding of human weakness? Or
do I think of God as severe and punishing? God is unconditional love. Do I trust God to
care for me especially when I meet suffering? Do I share God’s love and kindness with
others? God calls me again and again in my whole life to come closer to both God and
others. Do I answer God’s invitation to follow Jesus more thoroughly as did Peter,
Andrew, James and John in Today’s Gospel? “Load! Show me your ways and teach me

to follow your paths.” (Psalm25:4)
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4th Sunday of Year B 28/1/2018

Scripture reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 95; Mark 1:21-28

In the time of Moses the people said: “We will die if we hear the voice of the Lord.”
(Deut. 18:16) So only Moses approached God without fear. “Moses spoke to God, face
to face, as a friend.” (Exodos 33:11)

1,700 years later the promised prophet and savior, Jesus Christ proclaimed with
authority that God is love. Now everyone can approach God with confidence. God is
‘Abba’, a loving father. We see the kindness and gentleness of God in Jesus. All of us
now can talk to God face to face. Jesus taught with authority. That authority comes
from God himself. The teaching of Jesus was new and made a deep impression on the
people of that time. Does Jesus’ teaching make an impression on us? Or have we
become dull?

To prove that the message of Jesus came from God he cured a man with ‘an unclean
spirit’i.e. he was sick or afflicted in some way. The 12th century picture on our Mass
leaflet shows a man in ankle-shackles, symbolizing his affliction. Jesus cures him.
Today too, we have hearts that are shackled. Let us ask Jesus to cure us, to free us, to
give us peace.

Shackles of the heart: --- we cannot forgive a person who has hurt us; the shackles of
anger, resentment, prejudice, jealousy.

Oh Jesus! Please free us.

Shackles of the heart: --- temptation, addiction, depression, self-hatred, self-
centeredness, inferiority complex etc. etc. etc.

Oh Jesus! Please free us.

Let us in concrete detail, acknowledge our particular weakness in prayer to Jesus
and ask him to give us freedom, encouragement and peace.

Scripture says: “Jesus understands every weakness of ours .... So whenever we are
in need, we should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God. There we will

be treated with undeserved kindness and we will find help.” (Hebrews 4:15-16)
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