3rd Sunday Lent Year B 4/3/18

Scripture: Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:22-25

I have a vivid memory of a time when someone saved my life. This memory is still
vivid even though it happened 60 years ago! I was a young priest. I went to the sea to
swim with 30 seminarians. The waves were very high and the undercurrent was
strong. This was the first time for me swimming in such strong surf. I dived into the
waves sideways and was dragged down to the bottom. I panicked and thought I was
going to drown. Then a young seminarian from the Pacific island of Tonga, dived in
deep and saved me. I was full of gratitude. But a most interesting result happened.
From that day there was an invisible bond between us. 10 years later, and 30 years
later when he became a Bishop, we still felt that most interesting friendship. Patrick
Finau saved my life. I am still grateful to him.

Let all of us pause for a time. All of us have had the same experience. Jesus freely
offered his life on the Cross to save us. Jesus and each of us personally have that
invisible bond. In today’s 2nd reading St. Paul says to us: “We preach that Christ was
nailed to a cross... to the Jews this is an obstacle, to the pagans it is foolishness... to
us it is God’s power and wisdom” ( 1 Cor. 1:23)

Catholics use the crucifix like a photo of our dead parents, i.e. to remind us of them.
Look and hold your crucifix this Lent. Yes, the crucifix looks cruel and and fearful. But
we call to mind the love behind this event 2000 years ago. Jesus offers his life to save
us, to journey on life with us, and to open the gate of Heaven for us. At the Last
Supper Jesus said: “The greatest way to show love for friends is to die for them. You
are my friends.” (John 15: 13 ). Let us feel that friendship and say thank you to Jesus.

Let us share this love with others.
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4th Sunday LENT Year B 11/3/18

Scripture:2Chronicles36:14-23;Psalm137;ephesians2:4-10;John3:14-21

Let us take a stroll through this Sunday’s scripture readings. The first reading gives
us a very brief summary of God’s chosen people, the Jews, up till their release from the
Babylon captivity. They repeatedly rejected the true God. The emphasis is that God
never ever rejected them. During the years of captivity this people learnt 2
important truths about the true God (DGod’ s love is un-conditional. The people
rejected God an the suffering caused was their own fault. It was not punishment from
God. @the people thought that the true God could only work where the Jerusalem
temple was. They discovered that the true God works everywhere in the world-in
Babylon and even works through pagan rulers such as Cyrus.

The Response Psalm 137 is a sad song of the suffering captives. In the second
reading Paul tells us that God loves us so much that he gave us his Son, Christ. The
Gospel repeats this: “God loved the world so much that he gave us his only Son”
(John3:16). God became human in Jesus, not to condemn or punish us. Jesu came to
heal and save us. God is not a punishing God. God is love and mercy. Paul tells us that
we do not merit God’s gifts. They are pure gift from a generous God. God loves us.
John uses the 2 verbs: to come down and to lift up. Jesus in his talk to Nicodemus
refers to a strange incident in the Old Testament. The Jews lived in the desert for 40
years. One time a great sickness struck, cause by poisonous snakes. Moses made a
bronze snake lifted it up on the pole. Moses told the people to look on pole, ask God’s
help and be cured. Jesus came down from Heaven. Jesus was raised up on a pole (the
Cross). Let us look on Jesus suffering on the Cross. We too will be healed and saved.

God loves each of us. Let us share this healing and love with others.
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5th Sunday LENT B 18/3/18

Scripture: Jer. 31:31-34, Psalm 51; Heb.5:7-9; John 12:20-33

I passionately believe that Jesus is God. At the same time I passionately believe that
Jesus is truly human. 100% God, 100% human.

As a truly human person Jesus could see that the antagonism that the leaders had
for him would lead to his death. He knew that they planned to kill him. Like any
human, Jesus experienced fear and apprehension. That gives me great comfort when I
have fears about the future. I can go to my God with confidence, knowing that he
understands my heart. Jesus has himself experienced such fear. In today’s Gospel
Jesus says: “Now my soul is troubled.”

By dying in the soil a grain of wheat brings forth new life. By dying on the cross
Jesus gives us eternal life. In this life he gives us hope (which is a form of life).

The follower of Jesus is asked to die for others! For example we are asked to give up
our own opinions and listen to another’s. We are asked to give up time for others. We
are asked to give up our own convenience for others. Each of those acts (and many
others like them) is a “little death”. But it is a ‘death’ that brings forth life.

Most of us aim at this target, but miss it! (That is the way the Bible describes sin).
Let us examine our hearts.

The most beautiful Act of Contrition in the Bible is Psalm 51.

God forgives us when we are truly sorry. “I will forgive your sin and never it to

mind.” (1st reading)
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Palm (Passion) Sunday Year B 25/3/18

Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22; Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 14:26-15:47

This Sunday has two traditional names: (DPalm Sunday. Jesus was welcomed into
Jerusalem with palm branches as a king — this anticipates his resurrection; Jesus is
truly God; @Passion Sunday. Jesus suffers and dies for love of us — He is true human.

In the first scripture reading Isaiah foretells the suffering of the Messiah-Savior.
Christ experiences true human suffering so that he can give encouragement to those
who get weary with suffering. Paul tells us in Philippians that Jesus was truly God,
but gave up everything, i.e. put aside the glory of his being God and became truly
human like us, he truly suffers.

Being truly human, Jesus experienced what so many feel when they meet suffering,
1.e. a feeling that God has deserted them — sheer emptiness. Jesus prays Psalm 22 on
the Cross. “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” The psalm ends in hope:
“O Lord, my strength, help me.”

The Passion story in Mark is starkly brutal, but ends with the Roman army officer
proclaiming: “Indeed this man is the Son of God.”

The background of Mark’s Gospel, and especially the Passion Narrative, is
important for us today. When Mark wrote his Gospel the Christians of the first
century were being persecuted and were suffering greatly. So Mark is giving this
encouraging message to those who suffer. “Jesus has experienced real suffering like
us. He 1s now in our midst as we suffer.” It is, as it were, a concretizing of Jesus’ own
words: “Fear not, little flock, because I am with you.” In the eternal present tense of
the Scriptures Jesus says those words to us TODAT.

Shusaku Endo, in his book “A life of Jesus” writes in ch. 10. “Jesus is our eternal
companion in the journey of life. He experienced every human sadness and pain. He is
able to say to us: “I have tasted suffering. I know what your pain is like, so I can say to
you: “I am beside you in your suffering.”

This gives us great hope in suffering and desolation. We are never alone. Jesus days
today in a living voice: “Fear not, because I am with you.” We can better understand
the deep meaning of Jesus’ sufferings when we suffer WITH him! The words “with us”

are important. Savour them.
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