Easter Sunday Year B 1/4/18

Scripture: Acts 10:34-43; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; John 20:1-9

I want to tell you about an old man, Mr. Tanabe, from whom I learned a great lesson.
He lived in his house next to his son’s house, and he used to eat his evening meal with
his son’s family. But then his son was appointed by his company to work in the U.S. for
3 years. One day, one of old Mr. Tanabe’s neighbors saw him eating his evening meal
alone and said: “You must be very lonely eating by yourself.” Mr. Tanabe replied: “No I
never feel lonely because I have my meal with the Risen Jesus.”

I heard old Mr. Tanabe’s answer and it hit me that this is exactly what the
Resurrection of Jesus means. Because Jesus rose from the dead He is no longer
confined to one era or one country, but lives with us here right now. The Risen Jesus
says in a living voice today to each of us: “Fear not! I am with you.”

Jesus travels the road of life walking beside each of us. We are never alone. When we
meet loneliness or suffering especially let us call to mind this great truth.

I told Mr. Tanabe how his words touched me and I asked him could I use his name and
example for others. 16 years ago I preached at his funeral.

Because Jesus has risen from the dead and lives with us now, when we read his
words in the Scriptures they are living words; He says to each of us “Fear not because I
am with you.”

The resurrection of Jesus has many aspects, this is one of them. I knew it in my head,

but God worked for me through Mr. Tanabe to bring it to my heart.
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY Second Sunday of Easter B 8/4/18

Scripture:Psalm118 1st John’s letter5:1-6 John20:19-31

In today’s psalm we read this: "Give thanks to God because He is full of kindness.
God’s mercy is with us always, God’s loving kindness never ceases.” (Psalm118:1) Today
especially we call to mind God’s loving kindness to each of us. Let us thank God.

Let us look at the loving kindness of Jesus. Here are some concreate examples of Jesus
after the resurrection. Jesus is the same to us today.

) Mary Magdren was full of sadness, and was weeping bitterly. Jesus appeared to
her and gently called her name “Mary.” That is loving kindness.

@) Two people were returning home Emaus after Jesus died on the cross. They
were in despair. Jesus appeared, gently talked to them. That is loving kindness.

® Peter denied that he ever knew Jesus. Jesus appeared to him. Jesus did not
scold Peter. Jesus just asked “Peter do you love me” that is loving kindness.

@ In today’s Gospel the Risen Jesus appears to the disciples who were full of
shame and fear. Jesus greets them with a prayer : "May you have peace of heart”. That
is loving kindness.

® But even further. The Apostle Thomas had hopes that Jesus would lead an
army and chase out the Roman army of occupation. Jesus was killed. Thomas’ hopes
were killed too. He ran away from the group of desciples. When he returned he said : “I
refuse to believe that Jesus has risen.”! Jesus appeared again. Jesus did not scold
Thomas. Jesus was so gentle and full of understanding of human weakness, and full of
loving kindness. As a result of this loving kindness, Thomas made a great act of faith :
“My Lord and my God.

Jesus shows the same loving kindness to us today. “Jesus Christ never changes ! “He
is the same yesterday, today and forever ”(Hebrews13:8)

This week let us meet the Risen Jesus in quiet prayer using your own words. Let us

taste Jesus’ loving kindness and share it with others.
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3rd Sunday EASTER B 15/4/18
Scripture: Acts 3:13-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 2:1-5; Luke 24:35-48

Today’s Gospel (Luke 24:35-48) is a scene after Jesus has risen from the dead. The
disciples of Jesus are gathered together in one big room. They are in despair because
Jesus has been killed. But also they are full of shame because they deserted him. Peter
strongly denied publicly that he even knew Jesus. Jesus appears to them and prays
over them: “Peace to you.” The disciples knew that Jesus was really died, so they
thought this was a ghost. The belief at that time was that ghosts came back from the
dead to haunt and punish the people who did wrong. But Jesus is NOT a ghost. This is

the real Jesus. Jesus shows the wounds of the crucifixion in his hands, feet and side.
Jesus is the same Jesus, but he is different. There is a glory around him. But they still
think he is a ghost and are frightened. To quieten their hearts Jesus eats some dried
fish. Ghost do not eat food! This is just one example of the thoughtfulness and
understanding of our God Jesus.

As God, Jesus gives the disciples the gift of understanding the deep meaning of the
Bible. We humans can read the Bible and they can be only words. To understand the
deep meaning to give us peace in our lives we need God’s gift to enlighten us.

Jesus is risen and lives among us. Jesus is at our side. Jesus came to the disciples, not
to punish them, but to give them peace. Our God is not a Punishing God. Jesus is full of
mercy and understanding. Jesus understood the weakness and failures of the disciples.
Jesus forgave them and gave peace. Today Jesus is the same to us. Our God forgives
and takes our sins away (27 reading). God loves each human being. Today Jesus asks
us to show this love to others. Share that love. Be a witness to the love of Jesus in your
home, workplace and school.
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4th Sunday after Easter of Year B 22/4/2018

Scripture reading: 1 John 3:1-2; Psalm 23; John 10:11-18

In our second reading in today’s Mass we read: “Think how much the Father loves ...
we are called his children — as we truly are.” (1 John 3:1) And in the Gospel we read: “I
am the good shepherd. I know my sheep and they know me ... I give up my life for my
sheep.” (John 10:14-15)

The theme of these 2 passages is our warm relationship with God. Each of is God’s
very specially loved child. Jesus, our God, treats us as loved human beings, but to
explain that loving relationship Jesus uses a parable. Jesus is our shepherd, we are his
own sheep.

Yokohama is a big city of 3.7 million people with no pasture land. We do not know
sheep. It is important for us to image shepherd and sheep so that we can learn the deep
message that Jesus gives us. Each of us is loved unconditionally by God.

In Jesus time the shepherd was often the owner’s son. He was looking after the sheep
as his own. He was not just working for wages. The average flock of sheep was 10-20.
When a lamb was born the shepherd gave that lamb its own name. The shepherd
protected his sheep from wolves. He guided them to pastures and water. There was a
close relationship between shepherd and sheep. The sheep loved and trusted their
shepherd. They felt safe with him. Jesus is our shepherd. Jesus calls each of us humans
by our own name. (Do we hear that gentle call? Let us listen for it!) This is our gentle
God always at our side. Jesus is the fulfillment of Psalm 23 “The Lord my shepherd”

Jesus asks us to share his love with others. He asks us to bring others into the safety

and warmth of God’s love.
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5th Sunday Easter Year B 29/4/18

Scripture: Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8

In today’s Gospel Jesus gives us the parable of the Vine and the Branches. Jesus is
the vine’s main trunk, we are the branches getting life, nourishment and fruit from
Jesus himself. The context is important! These words are Jesus’ last will and testament.
Therefore, the message is especially important for the disciples, and us today. Jesus
gives us this message at Last Supper. Jesus will die the next day. Jesus washes the
disciples’ feet; Jesus foretells Peter’s denial and Juda’s betrayal. All the disciples,
except John, will run away from Jesus. With such human frailty how could the
Kingdom of God possibly survive?! How could these weak men be missionaries for
Jesus? How could these weak men walk the path that Jesus showed them? ONLY BY
BEING ALWAYS CLOSELY UNITED to JESUS.

This i1s the message of the Vine and the Branches. United to Jesus and relying on his
help, guidance and strength we can walk the path of life bravely with Jesus. Without
this close connection with Jesus we will fail.

The disciples failed. But through that failure they learnt much more about Jesus as
God. We too learn that Jesus’ love and mercy is unconditional. We may leave Jesus, but
Jesus never leaves us. Jesus, our God, knows all our weaknesses, sins and failures. —
but Jesus always loves us as we are — even if we leave him. Jesus’ love for us is
unconditional.

This week let us make a quiet time and taste Jesus’ love for each of us. If we are
connected to Jesus as a branch to a vine the spirit of Jesus flows into all the actions of
our everyday life. Every morning let us pray like this: “Jesus, you and I are together.
You are the vine, I am a branch. I am depending on you.” Such a prayer will give a good

taste to our day.
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