6th Sunday EASTER 6/5/18

Scripture: 1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 98; John 15:9-17

“The word of God is alive and active.” (Hebrews 4:12)

“Jesus Christ never changes. He is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb.
13:8). With the background of the above 2 Scripture texts, Jesus, today, to each person
says in a living voice: “I call you my friend.”

In the time of Jesus the word ‘friend’ had a far deeper meaning than the way we use
the word ‘friend’ today.

The deep meaning of the word ‘friend’ is important to understand, because it
concerns our personal relationship with Jesus. Friendship with Jesus also influences
how we pray to our God.

Jesus uses the word ‘friend’ to each of us with the background of Scripture. For
example: Abraham was God’s friend and spoke to God as a friend (Exodus 33:11). “A
Loyal friend is like a safe shelter. Find one and you have a treasure. Nothing else is as
valuable (Sirach 6:14). Jesus was the friend of Lazarus, Martha and Mary. Jesus cried
with the 2 sisters at Lazarus’ tomb (John 11:35). Jesus is our friend who calls each of
us by name (Isaiah 43:2; John 10:3).

Saint Augustine writes: “Jesus as our friend knows all about us and still accepts us
as we are.”

This “friendship” teaching of Jesus is vitally important. Jesus is telling us the kind
of warm relationship that he desires with each of us. This teaching about “friendship
with Jesus” also is showing us how to pray. The doctor of prayer, St. Teresa of Avila
tells us: “Prayer is a conversation with our friend Jesus, whom we know loves us.” Let
us really listen to the words of Jesus and put them into practice. Pour out your true,
unadorned heart to Jesus in prayer. Let us feel the warmth of the friendship of Jesus.

Let us share that warmth with others.
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FEAST OF THE ASCENSION B 13/5/18

Scripture Acts of the Apostles1.1-11 Mark16:14-20

2000 years ago, Jesus said to his small group of followers of that time: “Go into the
whole world and share the Good News.” In a living voice Jesus says to us today: “Each
of you go you're your own small society and share the Good News that God is love.”
Verse is of Mark is : ”Go into the whole world...”

Immediately before that command, in verse 14, we read; “Jesus scolded them
because they were too stubborn to believe the ones who had seen him after he had
been raised to life’(CEV).

So in spite of their weak faith and hard hearts Jesus commissioned them. “In spite
of’-NO, really it was “because of”. The whole Biblical tradition of people who are called
by God to work for him is that they were weak people who acknowledged their human
fraility and relied on God who gave them power and strength. For example; Abraham,
Moses, Gideon, Isaiah, Jeremiah; Mary, Joseph, Peter etc.

That is why the words in today’s Gospel are so important, verse 20 reads: “The Lord
worked with them”. The Lord Jesus is still working among you and I today when we go
out into our small societies (e.g. our families, school, workplace, friends etc) to share
the Good News that God loves all.

But our faith life and our ordinary everyday life are not two different worlds-they
are one. We all have some work to do Mothers, fathers, single people, students,
childrenyes, and in the broad sense retired people too, and those confined to bed and
house too-all of us, have in this broad sense have some work. Do not be just a “Sunday
Christian”! Invite Jesus into your everyday working life.

Keep in touch with him through prayer. Tell him you cannot do your work alone, tell
him you need his help.
Jesus, our God, wants to work with us. This makes our life and our work take on a

energizing taste! Jesus is alive and with us now. Let us share this gift with others.
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Pentecost of Year B 20/5/2018

Scripture reading: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104; John 15:16-16:15

In Acts 1:14 we read that 120 people including the Apostles, Jesus mother Mary,
many other men and women met in an Upper Room for prayer. Imagine these 120
people. They were the first church. 9 days before, Jesus had ascended to heaven. As a
final command Jesus had told these 120 people to go out to their own families, and
even to the ends of the world to bring the peace and love of God to others. 9 days after
the Ascension we see this group full of fear of the Jewish leaders who had killed Jesus.
Also they felt totally incapable of being witness. With these feeling they prayed hard
for the Holy Spirit. Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit to be beside them to
give courage, guidance to others. They prayed and waited with hope.

Then they heard a loud wind, and saw flames of fire over each head. The Holy Spirit
promised by Jesus had come. They forgot their fear, their cowardice vanished, and the
right words come to them. That was 2000 years ago.

Today we too are called to be witness for Jesus — in our own homes, in our
locality, in our workplace, among our friends, in our schools. Jesus asks each to us to
be his witness and his instrument of peace. BUT NOTE WELL! Jesus sends the
Helper Holy Spirit to each of us. The Holy Spirit gives us the strength, guidance and
courage to do this work for Jesus. Suitable words are given to us.

The Holy Spirit gives us strength and guidance in our work for Jesus. BUT ALSO in
our everyday ordinary work, e.g. as mother, father, as worker, as students. Let us ask

knowledge, our weakness and inability and ask Jesus to send the Holy Spirit to us.
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Trinity Year B 27/5/18

Scripture: Deut. 4:32-40; Psalm 33; Romans 8:14-17; Matt. 28:16-20

I have heard expressions like this: “The God of Christians” or “The God of
Buddhism” or “The God of Islam”. But we believe that there is only ONE GOD. We
believe that Jesus Christ taught us about this one, true God. Other religions have a
partial revelation of God. This revelation is not necessary false, but only partial —1.e.
not the full truth. However, we Christians believe that within the inner life of this one,
true God there is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. “Three in one’- is this a contradiction?
No! it is a mystery. That is: this is the inner life of the Almighty God himself and we
humans cannot know these depths.

For me personally, up to 20 years ago I never thought much about the Trinity. I
could not understand it, therefore I dodged thinking or praying about the Trinity. My
conversion came during a prayer sharing at a retreat in Kaminoge, Tokyo. Some
learned men spoke words that I did not understand, but one man said this: “I love the
mysteries of our faith. In prayer I just go into the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
and taste and enjoy the love that is there.” I heard that, and in my heart there was a
big echo: “Of course!”

Jesus taught us about God who is Trinity. There is the gentle, caring ‘Abba’
(Father).The Father loves us as his very own children. There is the Son who became
human like us to show us just how much God loves us. Jesus sacrificed his life to bring
us peace, happiness and meaning in our lives. There is the Holy Spirit who is the
warmth of love who guides, strengthens and consoles us. Let us enter through prayer

into this wonderful love. Then let us share love with others.
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