22nd Sunday Year B 2/9/18
Scripture: Deuteronmy 4:1-8; Psalm 14; James1:17-27; Mark 7:1-25

“Our God is close to us. Our God is near to us especially when we call to him”(1st
reading). Stop!! Be silent!!

Let us deeply ponder these most important words. Our God is not far away up in the
sky. These words were said to the people of the Old Testament. These words have an
even deeper meaning for us today because we live in New Testament times. Our God
put aside his godship and became truly human. Therefore since the time of Jesus, our
God shares our humanity. Because our God has experienced human weakness, he
understands us. Jesus risen now walks besides us on our journey of life. Jesus is our
fellow traveler. Indeed our God Jesus is close to us whenever we call on him.

Do we call on the Lord? Do we pray to Jesus? There are two types of prayer:
(DWhen we pray to God using already decided words. This type of prayer is most
important, especially when we pray together. Jesus in today’s Gospel tells us that this
prayer must not just come from our tongues, but must come from the heart. We must
mean what we say.

@We also pray to Jesus by using our own words in a conversation with Jesus, our
friend who loves us. This kind of prayer is most important. We meet Jesus our friend.
We thank him as a friend, and we ask him to bless us and others. But sometimes we
can just sit together like friends and not use words. We just taste the love that Jesus
has for us. But again Jesus insists that this prayer must come from our real heart.

All prayer and contact with God must bear fruit. We must abandon self-
centeredness and go out to others, especially those who are lonely and suffering, and
the poor. “Orphans and widows”(2nd reading) are representatives in the Bible for “the

poor”.
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23rd Sunday of Year B 9/9/18
Scripture: Isaiah 35:4-7; Psalm 146; James 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37

We humans have two ways of hearing: O we hear the words but they just pass by,
and we do not take these words into our heart, and @ we hear the words and there is
an echo in our heart: we really hear!

In today’s Gospel Jesus opens the ears of a deaf person. But this miracle is not just an
event of 2000 years ago. Today we pray to Jesus to open the ears of our heart. We are
all deaf in the heart.

In our liturgy of Japan we have a favorite hymn #388). There are 4 scenes from the
life of Jesus in four verses. Each verse ends with the very meaningful words. “Jesus!
Please cause my ears to be opened also.” A causative verb is used.

Verse 1: Matthew 5: 1-10. Jesus gives us the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus tells that
the person who totally relies on God and not on worldly goods (i.e. to be poor in heart)
will be happy. The one who shows kindness to others will be happy. The one who works
for peace will be happy. “Jesus cause me to hear these words in my heart.”

Verse 2: Matthew 14:22. The 12 disciples are in a boat in the middle of a great storm.
They see a bright light, think it is a ghost. But it is Jesus, who says: “Be at peace. It is
I Jesus. Do not be afraid.” “In the storms of life Jesus, please let me hear these words of
strength today.”

Verse 3: Luke 24:32 Jesus on his cross, suffering for us. The man on the cross beside
Jesus says: “Remember me.” Jesus replies: “Today you will be with me in Heaven.”
“Jesus when we approach death, let us also hear these words of salvation.”

Verse 4: Luke 23:43. Jesus has died on the cross. On the day of the Resurrection of
Jesus, two very despairing followers return to their home. Jesus joins them. But they
do not know it is Jesus. Jesus explains the Scripture to them. They understand the Bible

in a new way. “Jesus please open our ears to your words of life.”
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24th Sunday Year B 16/9/2018
Scripture: Isaiah 50:5-9; Psalm 116; Mark 8:27-35

In today’s gospel, Jesus asks Peter: “Who do you yourself say I am?” In a living voice
(through the Gospel) Jesus asks the same question today of you and me.

Each of us needs to formulate one’s answer from the heart for 2 reasons:

(D for one’s own personal faith. If our image of Jesus is hazy, our faith and prayer will
be hazy.

@ for others — if someone asks you “Who is Jesus?” What would you answer? Some
people ask: “ Why are you a Christian?”

Here is my answer: Jesus is 100% God and at the same time 100% human. He lived
33 years on earth, but still lives with me today. Jesus walks with me on life’s journey. I
am never alone. This gives me great encouragement. It gives a taste to my life. This is
especially with me when I meet sickness and suffering (in other words, Jesus carries my
‘cross’ with me.)

As Jesus was in the Gospel 2000 years ago, Jesus is the same today. At Naim, Jesus
felt sadness with the widowed mother. When Peter failed, Jesus understood and accept
Peter’s human frailty and failure. Jesus was so approachable, so easy to talk to, Jesus

1s the same today as he was in Gospel times.
That is my Jesus, that is my God. Jesus is my friend. But like Zachaeus up the tree I

am still seeking to meet Jesus in an ever deeper way.
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25th Sunday Year B 23/9/18
Scripture: Wisdom 2:12-20; Psalm 54; James 3:16-4:3; Mark 9:30-37

Saint Teresa of Avila is called “The Doctor of prayer”’. Teresa says: “Prayer is a
conversation with Christ whom we know loves us.” We pray to Christ who is God — but
also who has experienced living on this earth as a human being just like us. Jesus is
100% God and at the same time 100% human. Teresa advises at the beginning of our
prayer to imagine the human Jesus. We are going to talk to him. On Monday at the ‘One
grain of wheat’ meeting a young boy asked me: “Father have you been lonely?” I said
‘Yes’! I have faced loneliness, but I used my feeling as a topic in my prayer to talk to
Jesus about my loneliness. But rather than wallowing in self-pity, I considered how my
God Jesus in his humanity felt loneliness. Jesus was not accepted in his home town
Nazareth and was chased out of the village with people throwing stones at him. Jesus
had lost his home. In lonely sadness Jesus says: “The Son of Man has no where to lay
his head.” (Matt.8:20) That is, Jesus felt deeply the loss of his home. Jesus was lonely.
Through my experience of loneliness, I met Jesus in a deeper way and my loneliness
vanished. I felt that I had a close friend beside me. Please try this way of prayer.

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells his disciples for the second time that he will be betrayed
and be put to death. Jesus felt the opposition to himself and his message. He knew of
the plotting for his death by the jealous leaders. Jesus was 100% human and felt fear.
Are you worried about your future? Go to Jesus — he understands the human heart
because he has experienced our humanity. Jesus says: “Come to me. I will fresh you.
(Matt. 11:28)”

Jesus received no encouragement from his disciples. They were full of excessive
ambition and competition among themselves. Jesus says: “Be un-competitive like a child.

Only then will be at peace.”
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26th Sunday of Year B 30/9/18

In the first Scripture reading (Number 2) we see God, through his representative
Moses, choose 70 men. God gives these 70 special gifts.

However 2 men outside the 70 receive the same gift and use it. ”Stop these two men who
are not in our group” says Joshua.

In the Gospel we see 12 men who received from Jesus special gifts of curing sickness.
But a man outside the 12 is also curing people in Jesus’ name. “Stop him!” says John
one of the 12! Both Moses and Jesus refuse the requests. What is the message for us
today?

Jesus 1s warning us today about being exclusive. If a person is doing good things, but
does not belong to your group, be glad- do not condemn that person. Rather praise him!
Thank God for him!

Jesus challenges us to accept everyone. They may have a different personality to me,
they may think differently in politics, religion. They may have a different set of values.
They may be of a different country. They may be educated or un-educated. God made us
all. God loves every human being. God accepts us as we are. Let us too accept people as
they are. That is what Jesus is calling us to do. My loving God accepts weak me as I am.
Let us accept others in gratitude to God.

Different people have different talents. God gives those gifts. Do I compare myself to
others? Am I jealous of others? Am I prejudiced against others?

We can counteract our prejudices by doing little kind act or words to others. (In the
Gospel ‘a cup of water to another’is a symbol of ‘little kind act’)

Jesus is telling us to accept others who are different , or are outside our group. Ask

our God Jesus to give us strength and courage to put his words into practice.
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