27th Sunday of Year B 7/10/18

Scripture: Genesis 2:18-24; Psalm 128; Matthew 10:2-16

Today’s Scripture readings are about married life. In Jesus’ time a man could divorce
his wife with just a simple excuse! For example if she was a bad cook or spoke against
her mother-in-law! In that society men dominated so the wife always felt insecure. The
deep meaning of today’s Genesis story and also the teaching of Jesus is this: before
God, a husband and wife are equal human beings. They are different, but equal. That
difference complements each other. The two harmonize together to make a happy
family.

The liturgy of the wedding ceremony guides the couple to make a happy married life.
The Vows: We, as husband and wife, vow this: In good times and bad times, in sickness
and in health for our entire lives we promise to love one another and be faithful to
each other, with the help of God.

Prayers of the Priest over the married couple: D O God! May this couple never forget
to pray to you, both in joyful times and sad times. May they supported by you in their
every-day work. In times of suffering may they discover your comforting strength.
Amen.

Prayer No. @: “O God! You are our help and strength. Everything is guided by your
loving care. May this couple be united in mutual love; please strengthen their unity
and grant them the fruit of that love.”

Married life, like any life, can have its difficult times. Just human strength to keep
going is not enough. We need God’s help and strength. God loves us and gladly gives
his help when we ask for it. As in the prayer above: “May this couple never forget to
pray.” In a ‘marriage preparation course’ I ask the couple to pray together St. Francis

of Assisi’s “Prayer for Peace.” Give up self and think of the other.
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28th Sunday year B 14/10/18

Scripture:Wisdom7:7-11 Psalm90 Hebrews4:12-13 Mark10:17-30

True wisdom is a pure gift from God. The Holy Sprit gives us wisdom. Wisdom is
given to us to understand the deep meaning of the Bible. When we read the Bible
slowly and prayerfully we experience at times an echo in our heart-that is the wisdom
of Holy Spirit at work. But the gift of wisdom in the Bible is also given to carpenters
when building, and to women sewing- in other words the gift of wisdom is not only for
holy actions but also for our everyday activities-housework, cooking, in our workplace,
in our school and in our recreation. Let us ask God to give us true wisdom in our every
day life. Let us pray for wisdom.

We need wisdom from the Holy Spirit in a special way to understand the purpose of
our life now on this earth. Why am I here on earth? What is my ultimate destination?
True wisdom tells me that God put me on this earth to walk the path of life with him
and so enter Heaven when I die. Eternal life and total happiness await me. Am I
preparing for eternal life in this short passing life?

In today’s Gospel (Mark10:17-30) the young man wants to EARN eternal life. Jesus
tells him eternal life is a gift from God. But to be open to accept that gift from God we
must think of others-especially the poor. This young man is called to walk the path of
life with Jesus himself. The young man is asked to give his whole 100% life to Jesus.
The young man cannot answer the call to be a 100% Christian because he loves this
world’s goods too much. Goods are not evil, but they can be a obstacle to realizing our
true purpose in our life and acting on that realization. Let us ask ourselves. Do I put
too much emphasis on goods? my comfort? my smartphone? games? sports? TV? etc.
etc.

Jesus tells us that it is not just difficult to follow him, it is impossible! But if we rely
on God’s help and wisdom, following Jesus is not only possible but also a joy that leads

to eternal life.
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29th Sunday of Year B 21/10/18

Scripture: Isaiah 53:10-11; Psalm 33; Hebrews 4:14-16; Mark 10:35-45

This homily is about prayer. There are 2 types of prayer:

@ Prayer of Liturgy — e.g. Mass. Prayer of Church. We pray already written
words.

@) Individual prayer — we use our own words. For every Christian both are
necessary. One type intertwines with the other.

I ask this question! Are we too polite in our prayer to God? Yes, reverence is fitting, but
we can often be over-reverent. We may think God is so almighty that he can be fearful.
God can seem to us distant and un-caring. To some God may seem a punishing God.

Jesus invites us to a warm relationship when he calls each of us “You are my friend.
Come to me you who are tired and loaded down with troubles. I will give you rest.”
(Matthew 11:28) Let us answer Jesus’ invitation.

The Doctor of Prayer, Saint Teresa of Avila describes individual prayer in this way:
“Jesus as our friend accepts us as we are. We talk to him in intimate conversation, just
as two trusted friends talk to each other.” We may not feel worthy, or cold, or loaded
with sin and grudges. But Jesus wants us to come to him as we are, unadorned and
wounded. Jesus take our sins to himself (1st reading Isaiah 53:11). The second reading
today 1s important for our prayer. In prayer we talk to Jesus. What is Jesus like?

[Jesus understands every weakness of ours, because he was tempered too ...
whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the throne of our merciful
God. There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will find help.
(Hebrews 4:15-16)

Every morning let us say “Good morning!” to Jesus and ask Jesus to guide us during
the day. Before bed let us say “Good night” to Jesus and thank him. And ask Jesus for
the gift of getting to know him better. Such conservational prayer gives taste to our
day and helps us to do our daily work better. Let us share the gift of knowing Jesus

with others. This is ‘Mission Sunday’. Let us all be missionaries.
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30th Sunday Year B 28/10/18

Scripture Jeremiah31:7-9 Psalm126 Hebrews5:1-6 Marc10:46-52

Jesus is risen! Jesus is alive with us today. Jesus’ kindness and compassion is the
same towards us today. Jesus is alive. In a difficult way Bartimaeus is alive today too!
By that I mean that you and I are Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus is given us in the Gospels
as one who walks the path of faith. Bartimaeus is our model of our faith journey.

Let us admit that we are blind! Do I have the blindness of prejudice? Am I blind to
another’s opinion? Blind to another’s good points? Blind to another’s suffering? (even
when they are too reticent to ask for my help) Am I blind to the beauty of God’s creation
in nature? Am I blind to global warming? Am I blind to the poor and homeless? (saying
‘They are not my problem’). Am I blind to what is really of the eternal value? Most
importantly: Am I blind to the immense value of Jesus being close to me now?

Yes! I am blind. I have a dire need to meet Jesus. I cry out in prayer: “Jesus, have pity
on me.” Jesus comes close to me too, when he hears my prayer. Jesus says to me: “What
do you want me to do for you?” let us deeply ponder this question! What is the answer
from the depths of my heart? What do I really want in this life? Treasures of this world
(which do not last), or eternal treasures? Do I say to Jesus in prayer :"Load, please cure
my blindness. I would like to see. Have mercy on me.”

May we too hear Jesus says to us: “Go! Your faith has saved you”.The word “saved”
means that Jesus has come into my life and like Bartimaeus I walk the road of life with
Jesus. We travel the road of life together. We have new sight. Let us realize how Jesus

has given us wonderful blessings. Let us share the gifts of Jesus with others.
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