31st Sunday of Year B 4/11/18

Scripture: Deut. 6:2-6; Psalm 18; Hebrews 7 : 23-28; Mark 12:28-34

In today’s Gospel Mark 12:28-34) a learned man asks Jesus a very important
question. “Jesus, what is the most important guide to a happy life?” This question, and
the answer of Jesus, 1s most important for us today too. Jesus tells us: “Love God, and
love others, and love yourself.”

The word “love” is heard in movies, TV dramas, songs and written about in novels,
poems and advice columns. The word “love” has to a certain extent lost its meaning- it
has become cheap! One night I had a long talk with Bishop Soma of Nagoya. He said
that in Japan perhaps the word “friendship” could be used. For example, Saint
Therese of Lisreux was dying and even though she felt empty, prayed: “Jesus! I love
you.” Therese and Jesus were friends.

Let us ask ourselves: “Is Jesus my friend? Do I love Jesus? Is Jesus the centre of my
life? Is Jesus number one?”

Pope Francis asks us to open our Bible and read about Jesus. The Pope asks us: “do
we open our Bible as much as we open our smart-phone?” If we love Jesus, if Jesus is
our friend, each day we will keep in contact with him and talk to him. This is prayer.
In the morning let us give Jesus a greeting. At night let us say ‘thank you’. This love
(or friendship) with Jesus will flow into our daily life. Especially with the help and
strength that Jesus gives us, we will be able to be kind and thoughtful to others. And
we will be able to accept even very difficult people as they are.

Friendship with Jesus reveals to us how much he loves us as we are- not as we think
we should be. Inferiority complex will disappear. This friendship with Jesus will let us

say: “O God! You created my inner self. I offer you my gratitude” (Psalm 139:13-14)
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32nd Sunday of Year B 11/11/18

Scripture: 1st Bk. of Kings 17:10-16; Psalm 146; Mark 12:38-44

In the Catholic Church we use the word “offertory” in our Mass. The widows in Kings
17:10-16, and in the Gospel are examples of people who have a spirit of offertory. It is
an attitude of the heart.

Let us look at the Gospel. In the temple the rich were putting in big coins which rattled
down the bronze trumpet shaped collection boxes making a big noise and so attracting
notice to the giver. These rich people wanted people to notice and think how holy they
were, giving such large donations to the temple. Even though they gave generous gifts
there was no sense of ‘offertory’. It was all an outward show. Their offerings did not
touch their hearts.

The poor widow put in the last two coins she owned. She did not give one coin to God,
and keep one for herself. She gave her all. This widow knew what ‘offertory’ meant. The
2 coins were a symbol of her whole self.

The widow of the Gospel is an example of Jesus’ teaching: ‘Happy are the poor of
heart...” To be poor in this way is to depend utterly on God’s promise to care for us. It
means to give one’s whole self into God’s hands. It means, in short, to trust God.

If we come to Sunday Mass with this sense of ‘offertory’ our Mass will have a deep
meaning. At Sunday Mass we give to God our prayer on this day, but also all our daily
work and lives from Monday to Saturday. We give him our school work, our play, our
house work, our office work, or if we are retired, our retired lives; if we are sick or in
pain we offer God that. The path that Jesus invites us to follow is not just for Sundays
but for our everyday lives. If we have this sense of offering, not only will Sunday Mass
come alive for us, but also our daily lives will have a delightful taste.

To offer ourselves in this way we need to trust God. He has given his solemn promise
to care for us. Jesus says: ‘I am with you always; I will protect you.” In trust let us pray
like this: ‘God, my loving Father, as your child I put my whole life in your hands.’ A sense

of offertory is liberating.
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33rd Sunday Year B 18/11/18

Scripture: Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16; Mark 13:24-32

There are 73 books and letters in the Bible. There are many styles of writing — eg.
history (but with a message for today) ; there are parables and there is apocalyptic
literature. Today’s readings from Daniel and Mark are apocalyptic literature. We
moderns find this style hard to understand. If we read it literally we miss the
message. This style is full of imaginary and symbols eg. dragons, lambs, and eagles! It
1s quite like a dream! The aim and message of apocalyptic literature was to give people
who were suffering hope, encouragement and purpose. So rather than reject this
Scripture because it is difficult let us concentrate on the message. The message is that
God is beside us when we suffer, and God gives the reward of Heaven. This gives us
hope and courage to keep going to the end.

The Reponsorial Psalm 16:5-9 tells us the message of hope and encouragement
from God. This is a prayer we can use when we meet suffering. “O God you show me
the path of life. I will always think of you. You are beside me always, so I will not
stumble. My heart is over-flowing with joy and even my body rests in safety.” And this
Psalm 16 continues (but is not included in our liturgy). “You will not leave my soul
among the dead nor let your beloved know decay. You will show me the path of life and
fullness of joy in your presence at your right hand happiness for ever.” (Psalm16)

Today’s scripture is difficult, but it is not meant to be dark, sad or depressing. It is
meant to give us hope and encouragement. Yes, the sadness of death gives way to the
bright promise of happiness in Heaven. Jesus tells us: “Fear not! I am at your side
walking the path of life with you. I am your fellow traveler.” Let us travel hand in

hand and arrive safely in Heaven.
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Christ King 25/11/18

Scripture : Daniel7:13-14 Psalm93 Revelation1:5-8 John18:33-37

In the second Script reading today we read: Jesus Christ is the first-born from the
dead...he loves us...he says “I am the Alpha and Omega”. What does this mean? Alpha
1s the first letter of the Greek alphabet, and Omega is the last letter. Christians have
used these 2 letters, Alpha and Omega, since earliest times as a symbol of God’s eternal
life which has no beginning and no end. These letters also apply to the Risen Jesus who
will conquer evil. These letters are always written on our Easter candle. Jesus, our
eternal God, is always with us at our side.

Let us ask ourselves: Is Jesus my beginning, and my end. In practice, do I begin my
day by saying ‘Good Morning” to Jesus, and end my day by saying “Thank you” to Jesus?
Let us begin a meal asking Jesus for blessing, end of the meal expressing gratitude. As
we begin work, in our work-place or home, or begin study at school, let us ask Jesus to
guide us, and when we end this work or study let us thank Jesus. When we sit in front
of our computer let us ask Jesus to help us and thank him when we close down. As a
mother or house-wife preparing food let us ask Jesus to help in cooking well, and thank
him when serving the food. Before setting off on a trip let us ask Jesus to keep us safe
and thank Jesus on our return. If you go to the hospital, ask Jesus for health and thank
him on coming out of hospital. Our whole life is made up of beginnings and endings. We
step out into the unknown future. Let us ask Jesus to be with us at our various
beginnings and endings. Of course Jesus will be with us always in the middle times also.
Let us out our whole lives into the hands of Jesus. In that way Jesus will become the

King of our hearts. Jesus will be especially close at the end of my life.
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