EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 6/1/19

Scripture: Isaiah60:1-6 Psalm72 Ephesians 3:2-6 Matthew2:1-12
Today is the celebration of the epiphany of the Lord. God has shown his own self to

the ‘nations’. That is Jesus is the Savior of every nation on earth, not just the Jews.
The Bible tells us truths in an interesting and concrete way. On the night of Jesus’
birth, shepherds were guided to the stable. They were representatives of the Jewish
nation. But next came 3 wise men who were not Jews—they represented the pagan
nations. In other words Jesus, the Savior, offers his love to every human being.

I am a non-Jew from the nations. I thank God for the Jewish nation from the time of
Abraham. This nation was the guardian of God’s promise of love. Jesus was a Jew.
Jesus insisted that he came to this earth to give God’s love to people of every nation. I,
as a non-Jew, thank God for the great gift of faith. We know about God’s love and live
every day in that love. That is a wonderful gift.

The 3 wise men brought gifts to Jesus. Let each of us have gratitude to Jesus and
bring each our own gift.

What gift can we give to Jesus? Let us talk to Jesus in prayer. Let us show
thoughtfulness and kindness to someone who seems lonely. Let us give Jesus the gift
of forgiveness towards someone towards whom we have a grudge. When we see
something well done, let us say ‘well done’ to this person. And then there are some
Iinteresting gifts we can offer Jesus. We can share with Jesus our worries, our
sufferings and our weaknesses. Jesus 1s our true friend, he wants us to share our lives
with him.

We are surrounded with God’s love. Jesus walks the path of life with us. Let us rely

on the strength Jesus gives us. Let us share our great gifts with others.
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Baptism of Jesus of Year C 13/1/19

Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11; Titus 2 : 11-3 : 7; Luke 3:15-22

The Baptism of Jesus tells us what our own Baptism means.

At our Baptism water was poured (usually on the forehead) and the words said were:
“I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” These
words were given us by Jesus himself (Matt. 28 : 19).

Let us look at the ceremony of Baptism when it is done in the Church ceremony. (In
emergency, any person can baptize a person who wishes it.)

Firstly, the person’s name is said. Taro (Hanako), I baptize you ... This recalls the
custom of the Scriptures. God says: ‘I call you by name (Isaiah 43).” Jesus says: “I call
each sheep by name and lead them out (John 10 : 3).

Water is used. Water symbolizes cleansing and life. Water is vital to the life of humans
and plants. We receive the life of God Himself.

At Baptism we enter into the life and love of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We enter
into God’s love. The 15th century icon painter Andrei Rublev depicted the Trinity as 3
angels. The icon painting was used for prayer. One gazed at the painting gradually
tasting the atmosphere depicted — LOVE. We enter into that love of God who accepts us
as we are.

The priest anoints the baptism reciprent with blessed oil. Oil symbolizes strength and
health. God gives us strength and health of heart.

A candle is lit from the Paschal candle and the priest gives it to the newly baptized
saying: ‘Walk as a child of light.” Indeed, God gives us light in the darkness of this life
and world.

At Baptism God makes a public promise (a covenant promise). God says to each. “Fear
not I am always with you. I will protect you.”

We make a promise too (a covenant promise is always two way). We say: “My God I
completely trust you. I put my life in your hands.” At Baptism the God of compassion
and kindness says to each in a living voice: “You are my own dear child. I love you.”

What comfort! What encouragement!
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2nd Sunday Year C 20/1/19

Scripture : Isaiah 62:1-5 ; Psalm 96 ; Corinthians 12:4-11 ; John 2:1-11

Let each of us ask ourselves: “Do I have a close, warm relationship with God? Are
Jesus and I close friends”. This is the challenge of today’s Gospel.

In the Bible, concrete examples are used to teach deep truths. In today’s Gospel John
uses a miracle within a meal as a ‘sign’ that we are in a new era. Now we can meet God
with warm intimacy.

At Cana the wine at the wedding reception was finished. (The old era of fear of God
was ended.) tasteless water was changed into joy filled wine. This was done within the
intimacy and fun of a wedding meal. A new era has begun. God is not a distant,
frightening God. Now God is close to our everyday lives; he is warm and loving. He
accepts us as we are (not as we think we should be). He wants to have a joy filled family
meal with us. He invites us into his close friendship and his warm intimacy. He calls
each of us by name-that is, by own personal name. (This is a sign of intimacy in the
Bible e.g Isaiah43:1 &62:2)

Jesus shows the warmth of God when he talks to all, eats and drinks with all at
wedding feast. Jesus has fun with them.

We are told that the wine was top quality and that there was 540 litres (or 800 bottles
of it!). This is a ‘sign’ or a way of saying that God’s gifts are always top quality and he is
generous in his giving.

We can meet the same God today. Jesus as God is alive and close to us. Let us meet
him in warm friendship, being with him or talking to him in close intimacy in prayer.
Let us taste his warm friendship in his own meal which we call the Eucharist.

Jesus 1n a living voice says to each of us: “I call you by name. You are my friend...Make
your home in me. Come to me you who are tired and heavily loaded with worries, I will
refresh you”

Close , warm intimacy with God with no fear or embarrassment-let us taste this great

gift from God.
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3rd Sunday of Year C 27/1/19

Scripture: Nehemiah 8:2-10; Luke 1:1-4 ; 4 : 14-21

Think over this modern parable. There was a wealthy landowner who had 2 blocks of
apartments with 70 families living in them. All the families were poor, many men were
out of work. All had mounting debts and had not paid their apartment rent for 6 months.
The landowner’s secretary visited every apartment taking a survey of how many
children, he asked about their health, how many grandparents and how big was their
debt. This survey aroused fear and anxiety among the residents. “We are going to be
evicted from our homes. We have nowhere to go.” they thought. Added to that there was
a rumour that a developer wanted the land. The fear increased even further when they
all received a notice to attend a meeting with the landowner’s manager in the local town
hall.

They all went to the meeting with sinking hearts. They felt there was no hope. The
manager stood up and said: “You all have large debts and have not paid your rent. But
the owner of the apartments is kind and understands your suffering. I have good news
for you. He announces: ALL DEBTS ARE CANCELLED! He wants you to have a new
start. He i1s a kind; he trusts you.”

There was total silence. The residents of the apartments took time to realize just what
these words meant! Then they hugged each other and some shed teas out of sheer joy.
“We are saved by this kindness.” They returned to their homes and noticed the bright
blue sky, the green of the trees, the beauty of the flowers as if it were the first time to
see them. Indeed, everyday life had acquired a beautiful new taste. (The parable ends.)

In today's Gospel Jesus proclaims the purpose why God became human. It was to give
us the Good News that GOD LOVES EACH ONE OF US. God is a loving Father who
cares for his children. He accepts each one as he/she is. This week consider again and
again; say slowly to yourself: GOD LOVES ME AS I AM. This Will give a new taste to

your daily life.
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