4th Sunday Year C 3/2/20

Scripture Jeremiah1:4-5,17-19 1 cor.12.31-13.13 Luke4:21-30

Jeremiah (1st.reading) is a very human prophet. people rejected both himself and
his teaching , and as a result he felt very hurt. His heart was wounded. But God says:
‘Fear not, I am with you, I will save you.” God says the same to us today.

Jesus(Gospel)was also rejected by his own friends and relatives in Nazareth.
Because he was human, he too felt this hurt.

But Jesus is also God, and we pray to him. He says: ‘Fear not, I am with you in your
hurt’. When we feel lonely, hurt, or rejected we can go to Jesus with confidence
knowing that he has experienced the same kind of hurt. He understands.

Why did the people of Nazareth reject Jesus? They could not accept this mere son of
a carpenter as their teacher. Even more, they could not accept his teaching that God
loves every human being-even those that the people of Nazareth regarded as
outsiders, i.e. foreigners! Their vision was so narrow and insular.

Paul in the second reading tells us what the love that Jesus speaks about is like.
Though over-use the word ‘love’ has lost much of its deep meaning. What is my love for
people like? Is it also narrow and insular? Is it selfish and confined? Let us read this
passage of St Paul slowly as an examination of conscience. Let us expand our love for
others.

God loves each one of us-let us share that warmth.
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5th Sunday of Year C 10/2/19

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8; Luke 5:1-11

Peter (later Saint Peter) was a professional fisherman. He knew that the best time to

fish was at night. Fish were just not caught with the sun shining. Peter had fished all
night and had not caught even one fish. He failed!
Jesus used Peter's boat as a floating pulpit. After his talk, Jesus says to Peter: "Row out
into deep water and lower your nets to catch some fish." Peter knows daylight fishing is
useless but he humbly follows the suggestion of Jesus, the carpenter. Jesus did not
blame Peter for his failure, but encourages him. Peter went with Jesus and Peter was
rewarded. He found new life and energy.

We all have failures in life - some are big, others small. For example: we want to be
chosen (as a friend; for a team etc etc) but someone else is chosen. We want our voice to
be heard but someone else talks louder and is the centre of attraction. We try our best
but often we lose - we fail. Someone sits an exam, but fails despite trying hard. Someone
In a marriage tries hard but fails. Some parents do their best for their children yet the
child rejects everything. Often the parents feel a failure. Know that Jesus, our God, does
not say: "It is your fault. You are to blame." Actually true failure is not falling down, but
refusing to get up.

Peter failed. Jesus did not blame him saying "It's your fault." No! Jesus said "Peter
get your oars out again and row into deep water"

Jesus says the same to us today! No blame, just: "Let us start again together."

If we stop after a failure and pray we will find that behind every failure is a call from
God. He calls us to start again and He says: "Fear not, because I am with you. Row out
into the deep water again”

As the Japanese proverb says: Failure is the source of success. Do not blame yourself
for failure. Our kind God does not blame us. We can actually meet God himself (and his

help and strength) after a failure. Try it!
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6th Sunday YR C 17/2/19

Scripture : Jeremian 17 : 5-8 ; Psalm1l ; Corinthians 15 : 16-20 ; Luke 6 : 20-26

In today’s Bible readings both Jeremiah and Jesus introduce us to a way of living
our everyday lives. It is the way of trust and reliance on God.

In the first reading from Jeremiah and Psalm 1 we have a parable of two trees in
the desert. One tree looks healthy from the outside, but it has very shallow roots.
When a drought comes it dries up and withers, because it is getting no water, which is
life to a tree. The other tree puts its roots deep down in the earth and these stretch out
to a water source. This tree keeps green and bears fruit even in time of a drought. It
gets life from water deep down.

Some people are like the tree with shallow roots. Goods, possessions come first. The
priorities of the heart for such a person are getting on in the world, being comfortable,
good marks at school, being popular, getting into a good team etc etc. Such a person
has shallow roots and these goods do not satisfy the heart. When any setback or
suffering comes the heart is empty with us life in it.

The Bible (in Jeremiah and Jesus today) sets out another way of life that brings life
and peace. This person is doing the same work as the other person but in the midst of
that daily round of work this person has a deep trust in God. He / she relies on God
because human weakness is acknowledged and God’s help and strength is requested.
This person has deep roots that get life from God himself.

To humbly admit that one is weak and rely on God’s help is to be poor in the Biblical
meaning. Many rich people think that they are self-sufficient and have no need of God.
Their love of material things blunts their sense of the spiritual. Needs of the heart are
neglected. On the other hand poor people have very little worldly goods but they can
say: “We have God as our strength.” May we learn to be poor in the Biblical sense-it is
the only way to be happy and at peace. ‘A blessing on the one who trusts the Lord’(Jer.)

= ‘How happy are you who are poor’ and trust Jesus.
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7th Sunday Year C 24/2/19

Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:2-23; Psalm 103; Luke 6:27-38

Let us slowly reflect on this Sunday’s Response Psalm 103:8-14 “The Load is
compassion and love, slow to anger, rich in mercy”’. He does not treat us according to
our sins, nor repay us according to our faults. As far as the east is from the west, so far
does he remove our sins. The Load knows of what we are made, He remembers that we
are dust.

These vivid words tell us how our gentle God looks on us weak humans! Let us taste
the beauty and wonder of God’s compassion.

But Jesus tells us: “Be compassionate as your heavenly Father is compassionate!”
Jesus asks us this challenge: “Love your enemies! Do good to those who hate you! Pray
for those who insult you! Do not judge others! Forgive those who have hurt you.”

When we read these words of Jesus most of us feel pain in our hearts. We feel that
to put Jesus’ command into practice is totally impossible......... Yes on our won human
strength, it is impossible. Let us prayerfully acknowledge that impossibility. Then let
us ask Jesus to give us strength and courage to love and forgive.

The context of these words 1s important. The word ‘enemy’ means not only someone
you deeply hate, but goes in meaning right down to someone who 1s ‘not your type’i.e.
meeting that person leaves you cold! So the word ‘enemy’ has a vast range of meaning.

But the word ‘love’ is more important. The New Testament was written in Greek. In
the Greek language there were 4 words used for love with different meanings. (O
husband and wife love. @family love. @friend’s love and @the Greek word ‘agape’
This became a much used word by early Christians. It means accepting the other
person as he/she is, even when they hurt and slander you, and wishing that person
peace and happiness in the future. Jesus asks us to rely on his strength and ‘agape’

our enemies.
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