8th Sunday year C 3/3/19

Scripture: Sirach27:4-7 Psalm92 Luke6:39-45

God has created us. God has given us a tongue in our mouth. But God also given us
the power of speech. That is we have the ability to express our thoughts and hearts and
communicate those thoughts to others. Animals make short grunts only!

Today Sirach in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New Testament guide us to use the
wonderful gift of speech to help others rather than wounding them with harsh words.
“If a person listens, words will show the thoughts of our heart” (Sirach27:6) Jesus
says "Your words show what is in your heart "(Luke 6:45) Let us make an examination
of how we talk: Let us ask ourselves:

Do I speak badly of a person? Do I spread rumours? Do I speak to a person coldly, or

with sarcasm? Do I tell lies? Do I exaggerate? Do I use false compliments?
But also do I use my talk to help people? Do I say ‘thank you’ (and not take the other
person’s help for granted?) do I praise a person and say ‘that was well done’ (but be
honest, do not use false compliments). Do I say thoughtful words? Do I give courage and
encouragement to others?

To love our neighbor we use our speech. We humans notice another’s faults and
weaknesses. But do we realize that we ourselves have weaknesses. Often when we
criticize another, we ourselves have that very weakness ourselves! (Jesus uses the
humorous image of us seeing the tiny speek in another’s eye, when we have a big log of
wood in our own!)

Remember when we point a finger at someone, 3 of our own fingers are pointing back
at ourselves!). Jesus tells us to use our speech well. Let us ask the help of Jesus to guide

us to speak kind words
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1st Sunday Lent of Year C 10/3/19

Scripture: Deuteronomy 26:4-10; Psalm 91; Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13

Our Lent begins with ashes on our forehead with the words “Repent and believe the
Gospel.” This is not a gloomy ceremony — rather it is filled with hope and love from our
God.

Ashes on our forehead make us think: What is my life hereon earth mean? I am
human, so I will die? Do I live my life now as if there were no after-life in Heaven? Is
my heart centered on material things, or on getting on in honour? Do I really live as a
follower of Jesus? Do I consciously walk the path of life with Jesus as my fellow-
travellor?

At first we might be discouraged by these questions ( and our answers to them!) We
are told to “Repent”; this means to think deeply about these basic questions.

And then MOST IMPORTANTLY we are told “Believe the Gospel.” This is where joy,
hope and love come to the fore. “The Gospel” means the hope filled message that each
of us is loved by God unconditionally — that is ‘as we are.” But our God Jesus
challenges us to be even better. Jesus asks us to walk the path he showed us. It is a
path that leads to happiness and peace — here now on this earth and forever in
Heaven.

In the Gospel we meet Jesus in the desert. Jesus experienced very real temptations.
Jesus is beside us when we are tempted.

In Scripture the desert is a place where we meet God. There are no goods to distract
us. The desert is very quiet. During Lent let us create a quiet heart so that we can
meet our God. With Jesus at our side let us ask ourselves the fundamental questions
above. Jesus is our refuge... he is with us in our distress (Psalm 91). This Lent let us

share the meaning of life that Jesus give us, with others.
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2nd Sunday of LENT Year C 17/3/19

Scripture: Genesis 15:5-18; Psalm 27; Phil 3:17-4:1; Luke 9:28-36

Each Sunday Mass has the first Scripture reading (usually from the old Testament).
The second reading (usually St Paul’ letters) and then the Gospel. The first reading
and the Gospel usually have the same theme. But in between, often missed, is the
Responsorial Psalm. There are 150 Psalms and they are a most beautiful part of
Scripture. The Psalm are prayers inspired by God himself! Let us take notice of the
Responsorial Psalm. As the name suggests it is a response or our answer to the
message of the first Reading.

Let us look at today’s reading. The reading from Genesis 15 has been chosen for this
Mass from ancient times as a preparation for the candidate for Baptism at Easter
night. (and of course for all already baptized as a re-dedication). Genesis 15 tells of
God’s solemn promise to Abraham. God promises: “I love you. I will care for you. You
are my friend.” At our Baptism God makes the same wonderful promise to each of us.

Psalm 27 is our reply to God’s promise (the covenant prasise). It is a Psalm that
express our trust in God’s promise. Gratitude too!

1. The Load is my light and my help; whom shall I fear? The Load is the stronghold of
my life; before whom shall I shrink? O Load, you are close beside me, you guard
me. I can walk bravely.

2. There is one thing I ask of the Load, for this I long, to live in the house of the Load,
all the days of my life, to savor the sweetness of the Load, to behind his temple. O
Load, the gift of faith gives me the precious gift of living in your house. You give me
courage for the journey of life.

3. O Load, hear my voice when I call; I have mercy and answer. Of you my heart has
spoken; “Seek his face.”

O Jesus, I ask you to make me realize the depth of your love. My heart says to me:
“Seek to meet the Risen Lord Jesus” Please come.

This week let us pray very slowly this Psalm.



MEEIE2FEH 201943 8 17 H
3

EbH-LOFZEE, HbI-LEHhaAa, CEATLEZWN, bELODIEETEH
K. THDEZFRKRO L. &L, HBE-DEEZHLIEIREWVRD S,

ERERAETE BIHEE 15:5-18; FiR 27, 714 EQOZHE~DFH 3:17-4:1; JLH 9:28-36

BRAEHOIYOE—RFEFIEEBHNEENTFTFNFET . EZHAZEFETEKXENAYOD
FHROVZEN, BEEANEMEFTT, F—HARE/EERFLRLT—ITY . FLE M
EREEORICE, BEFRNIHY FT, FRIEL 150 wmhoERSNTEY., EEHHED
BNTERHELVWEADTY, SFHmEAHRCESMoMESINIFYTY ., ZBFHITEER
LEL&D. BEREVSAFMNLEEEINDELIIC, BE—HZED A vE—VITdT 55T
LNDIRETY,

SHOBZRZEATHFEL & 5. BIHE 15 EOMFREFEFRRREICE T RILTEEDE
HELTHLDLEFINTVWET . (L EHABRICREL-ERNOF-LEBDEKRS H
YEY,) BIHHEE 15 EIXMBRDT T I3/N\LICHT PEELGERNTY, MERITHERINFEL
t=o TRMEBHG=ZZ L. DIENT 5. BEIEHRDORTH D1 HLDEDE=LI=EEIZ,
RICKREL LLWRZESLELT=,

R 27 [FMERDWNRICH T Db DEZ (BUADEE) TY . ChlTmHRDIEZHIIC
BFHEHEERIFRTI

21 - 1HMEHELOK, bLDT LWL, bi=LEEALEENLGLY,

MEIHELOVDEDEY T, HIzLEEAZRENSS,

TR, HUEEEDELOZREIIEON, BELEFOTLLESVWET, hLEERZ
{L 2> THATWTSEDTY,

A= LIEMII—DDIEZRENLEHTLD,

HEMOREEFTVNEL, HMDZTLELITESTH, HOXLSZMERL L%,

EF&. DIELICTE2EMOEAEHL=DEFTVDRDKRYGEATY . HIE
EEAEEVWSIRBABERESA T ESWVET,

1L, bELOFZHEZE. bfz-Lzbbhbh#H. AT EEL,

HELODMIS SR, THROEZSFRD EDHEK.

AIRE, BLEEDEDRSIZENDELDICEVET, Hi=LDDEH= LIZFEY hiT
FI, EELEEICHESI CEZRLROEK] &, ETLESL,

SHEIFCDEBFHREP Y EBAFEL LD,



3rd Sunday of LENT Year C 24/3/19

Scripture Exodus3:1-15 Psalm103 I Cor.10:1-12 Luke13:1-9

In sports, 3 failures brings disqualification. The prayer is dismissed. For example,
baseball, high jump. Pole vault. 3 failures brings punishment .

But our God does not act in this human way. In today’s parable the fig tree has
produced no fruit.

“Cut it down and throw it away” says the owner . but the gardener(who is God) says:
“T will carefully look after it. Give it another chance”

In every culture there is a hidden superstition that when something bad happens,
e.g, an accident, a sickness, an earthquake, that this disaster is a punishment from
God. Jesus gives 2 examples of disasters and strongly teaches at the true God is NOT
a punishing God. On the contrary, God always gives us another chance. God patiently
awaits our conversion. Peter denied he knew Jesus 3 times. Jesus received him back
with love.

This Sunday’s Scripture readings challenge us to consider deeply our image of God.
God loves each one of us and calls us by our own personal name. as God called “Moses!
Moses! ”(Exodus3:4and Isaiah43:1).

Each of us is special to God. When we pray, especially at times when we are
suffering, our cry for help goes up to God. God says today too: “I hear your cry of pain.
I know what you are suffering. I will come down and rescue you.” God said that in the
time of Moses and God says the same to us today.

But in the Gospel parable the barren fig tree is given one more year. But Jesus is
not setting a time limit! What it means is that Jesus tells us to repent NOW! Do we
need to pray more? Do it NOW! We have a limited time to be kind and thoughtful-
begin NOW!

Let us slowly ponder today’s Psalm 103: “The Lord is compassion and love, slow to
anger, rich in mercy. He does not treat us according to our sins” (v9-10). Let us share

God love for each of us with others.
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4th Sunday Lent of Year C 31/3/19

Scripture: Luke chapter 15; Psalm 34

I have a recommendation for Lent. Open your Bible to chapter 15 of St. Luke’s
Gospel and read very, very slowly the 3 parables of God’s limitless love. They are: the
parable of the lost sheep, the lost silver coin, and lost sons. In this parable called “The
Prodigal Son”, let us look at the elder son. He can be so like us! Yes, he did what his
father told him in a mechanical, outer way, but he had no respect or love for his father.
He showed outright disrespect for his father — he would not go into the home to meet
his father — he referred to his younger brother as ‘that son of yours’. He had a hard,
cold unforgiving heart. But his greatest lack was that he did not realize that his father
loved him very much. He was so tied up in his own self that he was blind to his
father’s love.

Please note well the limitless love of the father. The father goes out of the home to
meet and talk with his oldest son. And he says those important words: “MY CHILD,
YOU ARE WITH ME ALWAYS. ALL I HAVE IS YOURS”.

Through these 3 parables Jesus shows us just how much God, our Father loves
each one of us as we are. Note well how the father was watching the distant road
waiting with hope for the return of his younger son. He sees him and runs out of his
home to meet and embrace him. “Welcome home, my son”. (Fathers of that era just did
not run! They did not give such a warm welcome to a child who had insulted him so
gravely. But God our Father is different from most fathers of the world. He loves us
unconditionally).

Slowly read this parable again. Pause prayerfully at times to ponder the deep
teaching of Jesus. God our Father says to each one of us in a living voice: “MY CHILD,
ILOVE YOU. YOU ARE WITH ME ALWAYS. ALL I HAVE IS YOURS.” Let us share

God’s love with others.
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