5th Sunday of LENT Year C 7/4/19

Scripture: Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11

I met a man who as a young boy was caught by the police for shoplifting. That
stigma was on his life record for his whole life. That is the human way. But, note well,
GOD IS DIFFERENT. Our God totally forgives us. Our God is not a punishing God.
Our God understands human fragility. Our God is compassion and mercy. When we
are truly sorry and ask God to forgive us, our God with joy wipes away our sin. Jesus
has given us the Sacrament of Forgiveness to assure us of his love and reconciliation.

The Scripture reading at Mass are from ancient times a final preparation for those
receiving Baptism at Easter. And also for us when we renew our Baptismal promise of
trust at Easter.

Let us look at the themes of these Lenten Masses. For example:

(D The 3 Sunday: “Cut down that barren fig tree”, says the owner. “I will care for it,
please give it time.” Says the gardener (.e. God)

(2) the parable of the father (i.e. God) who runs out to welcome back his prodigal son

@ today Jesus puts God’s compassion and understanding into action.

With a look of love Jesus forgives the woman with gentleness. Do we really know

Jesus? (2nd reading Philippians 3:8)

Through these specially chosen readings the Church is telling us that the very most
important message of Jesus is: Our God is ‘abounding in mercy and full of compassion’
(Psalm 14:8) Let us face ourselves with honesty and ask: “Is God’s compassion the
center of my faith? Again ask: Do I really know Jesus well? (Phil 3:8)

This gospel woman was a big sinner (the prodigal son too!). Are little sinners left
out? Never, never! God’s compassion is for everyone.

Jesus raised his eyes and looked at the woman (verse 10). Jesus looked at Zachaeus
(Luke 19:1). Jesus looked at denying Peter (Luke 22:61). Jesus’s look changed their
lives. Ask Jesus directly in prayer to look on you with compassion. Then go out and

share Jesus’s compassion with others.
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Palm (Passion) Sunday Year C 14/4/19

Scripture: Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalm 22; Philippi 2:6-11; Luke 23: 1 -49

Today we enter the most solemn liturgy of Holy Week. This week we call to mind the

sufferings of Jesus. Jesus suffering is crowned by his Resurrection.(Easter)

Jesus says to each of us in a living voice: “I am always with you”

In the opening prayer of today’s Mass we read: ‘share his suffering’ and ‘share his
Resurrection’. Jesus is especially with us when we meet suffering in our lives. Jesus
shares our suffering. Jesus is our companion beside us when we suffer.

Jesus suffered. Because our God Jesus experienced suffering he understands us and
we can go to Jesus for help and courage. Soldiers scourged his back, insulted him, spat
in his face(cf Isaiah in the first reading). Jesus experienced that human experience of
emptiness of all consolation (i.e. God seems to be silent). “My God! Why have you
abandoned me? “(Psalm22). But Jesus deep down trusted his Father: “Father, into
your hands I give my life”(Luke23:46)

This is our God who put aside his God-head and became a true human like us.(cf the
second reading Philippians). Our Jesus is 100% human and 100% God. Because Jesus
our God experienced our humanity, he understands our suffering. Jesus is with us,
walking with us. We can go to Jesus with confidence. Jesus says: “You who are tired
and carry heavy burdens, Come to me, and I will refresh you”(Matt.11:28)

Scripture scholars point out that the repentant thief dying on a cross beside Jesus
prays as he too suffers and dies: ‘Jesus! Remember me when you come into your
Kingdom.’ This is the only time Jesus is simply called by his given name, without a
title.

Suffering makes Jesus our brother. Let us too pray using just the name ‘Jesus’.

Jesus 1s with us. Jesus is our fellow traveler.



SHOEITHEEEOER) 20194 A 14H

A TADZHILFE DA

HEMRS A YV50:4-7 FR22 T4VE2:6-11 JLFH23:1-49

SENMNCEEABDOREBEEGCHIICAYET, BHEBIEA TXAFHEOEFELAZTDIZED S

EOSFUMNTET, 1 TRFEEBELAZELT, BEFLEVSEKRAEOBEZIToNFE LT,
(1BES)

A IR%ITESH, = —ANVEVYICEZTEETHEINET, FATHAEF-EHIZNND]
L, SHOESFREIC TFLEBICTELAZFMASLEIZE-2T, EEFOEUVFEDICT
51 EHYET, BROEFORTELLESE, A TRERIFFT=BEHEIZWT, FAF-BD
ELAHAEDIBEEODTLKESVWET, 1 TAKRIEIELOI-DORFEETT,

AIRAHCBEELELENFEL -, h-b0H,. f TAFKEIELAZE5Z2L > TRERL
TEONDDT, I-bZEBETIHIEABHEICKY, FA-BEIBITEMELERDHT
AIREDLHLEIZTLKZENTEFET, BB EFAIRBHOBIREZHETITL, BY., &
DEEICEZLENTELz, (BF—BHRAYTVYE), 1 TXAKIE., IXTORDAELLVE
WOSRBELIVWELE BIEEEALTLELDESITLR), "hfi-LO#, £ES5LTH
FRIETONDZDN! “ (FH22), LhL. A TRIIRTHLIHHREESEBLTLE
Lz : TR&K, A LOEZWFITPIZRFET 1 (JLA 23 : 46)

D, HEEFRBICEVCABERLCEDICHEONI-FA-EDHTT, (F2HZT« Y
EDHRE~ADFH), Fhr-bDA T XL 100% A THY . 100%#4E TS, FAT=-L DM T
BHEATRRFIABEZAREBLEIVELEND, A-BbDE LA ZEBELTELONET,
1A IRKEFA =B ERIZTEON, —#HITHSNWTLKESWVWET, FAf-bIX. BEZXHE-TA
IREDEZAITITINET . 1 TR TEN-E. EREESIEFL. nTHHi=L
DHEITERBEIV, KFEETHIF K51 (24 11:28) LEDNFET,

BEZELBE. A ZTRXADEDT+FEIZHAToNILEAN (BDLLE) OHFY 1R
K. HEE-OEEIZHWTIZHD EEFITIE. HDFEZLEBUOWHLTLLEZEL] [TDUVTHER
LTWET, S, BEDORBORTHELRLIZKEE. 1 ITX] EEERTNWSIH—D
BHRFZZE5TY,

BELAEAIRAFEEZREBOHELVBDIZLET, hfzbd T4 ITXRK ] EFHYFEL
&9, A TABKFI=BERIZEONET,

A T R%kIFFF-BDODNEDRFETT,



Easter -Resurrection of Jesus 21/4/19

Scripture: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-9

In our church in Shinkoyasu at the ground floor entrance we have a small stained
glass window by Japanese artist Matsuda Hideo. The window depicts the scene of the
Risen Jesus walking while he holds the hands of two outlined people- a man and a
woman. They walk together with Jesus. Those 2 are you and me.

This scene is what the Resurrection means for us today. Jesus, our God, is alive
and walks the path of life with us. On our journey in this life we are never walking
alone. The Risen Lord in a living voice calls each of us by our personal name as he
called ‘Mary’ to Mary of Magdala. And Jesus says to each of us: “Fear not because I am
with you. You are precious in my eyes, and I love you.” (Isaiah 43:1-5)

Jesus, our God, put aside the glory of being God in Heaven. God became human
like us. From that time God became close to us. Jesus suffered greatly. Jesus is our
God who 1s beside us when we suffer. Jesus understands us when we suffer, because
he has experienced it. Jesus is our strength and encouragement. Jesus died and rose
from the dead - the Resurrection is our hope.

Jesus our God, because of the Resurrection, now lives beside each of us. Jesus is
alive. We can talk to Jesus. We can pour out our hearts and true feelings. Talking to
Jesus as a friend is called prayer. Jesus says to each of us: “I call you my friend” (John
15:15). In our busy lives let us start each day with a request to Jesus to guide and
protect us during the day. At least start each day with such a short conversation with
Jesus. This will put a special taste to our whole day. At night let us thank Jesus for his
support- and maybe tell Jesus that we are sorry for our failures. And let us share this

love with others.
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DIVENE MERCY SUNDAY of Year C 28/4/19

Scripture Acts 5:12-16 Psalm118 Revelation1-19 John20:19-31

This is the first verse of today’s Psalm 118:”’Give thanks to God who is full of kindness.
God’s love is always with us. (Psalm118:1-4)

This verse tells us in words about God’s attitude towards us weak humans. But Jesus
also shows us in actions this same message.
Thomas, the apostle, was with Jesus 3 years. But Thomas was devastated at Jesus’
death on the cross. He just could not believe that Jesus was now alive. Thomas had

weak faith, he was full of doubts. The Risen Lord Jesus appears to the disciples when
Thomas is with them. NOTE WELL: Jesus was so gentle and understanding. Jesus did

not scold or punish Thomas. Thomas replied to the mercy of Jesus with a wonderful act
of deep faith: “Jesus! You are my Lord and my God”

Jesus or was his follower. Jesus after the resurrection gently asks Peter 3 times:
“Peter! Do you love me?” Peter replies to Jesus’ mercy: "Lord! I love you”

Scripture says: “Jesus 1s the same today, as he was in the past, and will be
forever’(Hebrews13:8)

Let us today meet the Risen Christ in prayer. Jesus understands our weakness. Jesus
does not scold us for our failings. Jesus invites us to reply to his loving kindness. Let us
also say to Jesus: "Jesus! You are my Lord and God” and like Peter say: “Jesus! I love
you.”

Thomas had a personal encounter with Jesus, his God. So can we! This encounter in

prayer gives taste to our every day life. Jesus asks us to share this mercy and love with

others.
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