3rd SUNDAY EASTER Year C 5/5/19

Scripture: Acts 5:27-41; Psalm 30; Rev. 5:11-14; John 21:1-19

It is usual in biographies of famous people, strong points are emphasized and weak
points are forgotten! But in the Gospel, the opposite is true! For example, Peter is the
leader of the Apostles of Jesus. Peter’s weakness, failures and sins are given emphasis.
Why? Because Peter is given to us as as encouragement, as we weak humans walk the
path of life with Jesus. Peter was a weak human like us.

At the last Supper, Jesus foretold that the 12 disciples would desert him. Peter
compared himself to the other 11 and thought himself stronger than the others. Jesus
foretold Peter would deny Jesus 3 tomes. Jesus tells him that because of this fall and
the experience of God’s mercy and forgiveness, Peter would have compassion for others
who fall and be able to give them encouragement (Luke 22:31-34).

Peter did deny he was a follower of Jesus, even that he did not know Jesus. After the
3rd denied of Peter, Jesus who was in the middle of fake trials, turned and looked at
Peter (Like 22:61). Peter saw the face of Jesus full of compassion, understanding, love
and acceptance.

Let us ask ourselves: do I compare myself to others? Do I think that I am better
than others? Do my failures make me more understanding and sympathetic to others
who fail?

Peter deserted Jesus. After the Resurrection, Jesus do not scold Peter. Jesus asks
Peter 3 times: “Peter, do you love me?” This shows the gentleness, understanding of
human weakness and forgiveness of our God. This treatment of Peter is how God
today treat us.

Each of us is asked today in a living voice by the Risen Jesus calling us by name:

“ 000, do you love me?” How do we answer that important question? Do we even like
Jesus? Do we give him time in prayer? Precedence in our daily life? Do we share the

love Jesus gives me with others? Jesus is my God.
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4th Sunday of Easter 12/5/19

Scripture: John 10:27-30; Psalm 100 & Psalm 23

The Gospel for the 4th Sunday of Easter is short. It is full of consolation. However
behind the consolation is a very vital challenge for us Christians! Let each face
ourselves and ask this challenging question: "Do I have a deep companionship with
Jesus?"

Jesus says: "I know my sheep." As the explanation of verse 27 giving the special
Biblical meaning of the word 'to know' tells us: “T'o know is not just head knowledge,
but rather has the meaning of both parties having a deep companionship.”

Again let each ask ourselves: “Do I have a deep companionship with Jesus, my
shepherd?” Jesus offers each of us without exception his love, his friendship, his
support, his guidance. Do I accept that offer?

In Jesus’ time most shepherds owned only 10-20 sheep. From young lambs, the
sheep were always cared for and protected. These sheep became intimate with their
own shepherd. The custom at that time was for many shepherds each to bring his own
sheep to a common safe place at night — usually surrounded by a stone fence and only
one gate. In the morning the gate was opened and each shepherd called his own sheep.
The sheep knew his voice and gathered around him. Then the shepherd walked ahead
to lead his sheep to water and food.

Jesus calls me! Do I hear his voice? Today there are so many voices calling us — on
smartphones, on TV, on social media! Are these other voices causing so much static
that I miss hearing the quiet voice of Jesus? Psalm 46:10 tells us: “Be still! And know
that I am God.” In our busy schedule let us make a short, quiet time to have deep
companionship with Jesus. With Jesus at our side our daily life will take on a

wonderful taste.
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5th Sunday of Easter 19/5/19

Scripture: Acts14:21-27 Psalm145 Rev.21:1-5 John13:31-35

Jesus says to us today: "Love one another as I have loved you.” But sometimes we
find it difficult(or at times impossible)to love another.! There is the person who has
hurt us and left a deep wound in the heart; there are people who have very different
opinions; some personalities seem to be opposite to mine; there are some people 1
would not like to meet; there are self-centered people, dull people, noisy people; there
are people who look down on me or use me etc ,etc.! how can I possibly love those kind
of people as Jesus says? Yes, it is impossible! Acknowledge that on your own human
strength the impossibility is there! What can we do?

First of all the word “love”. This love that Jesus commands does not mean having a
nice warm feeling toward a person! It means humbly accepting a person as he/she is -
faults and all.

These following steps are important to accept(love) a person in Jesus’ way:

(DBefore a gentle, understanding God, acknowledge one’s own fault, bad points,
weakness and failings. (c.f. Psalm145: ‘The Lord is kind, full of compassion, slow to
anger, abounding in love.’)

@Consider prayfully just how much God loves you and accepts you as you are-faults
and all. Jesus offered his life for us. He makes his home among us, he wipes away our
tears (2nd reading). This second point is important because Jesus says “Love one
another as I have loved you.” This love we are to practice is: “AS I LOVE”

@ Pray like this: “Jesus, my God! You love and accept me as I am, please help me to
accept Mr./Ms. OQO as he/she is. I need your help. It is impossible to put your
command to love Mr./Ms.OO without your strength. I want to love that person”

Wanting to love a person (in the meaning of Jesus’ use of the word love) is
1mportant. “Love one another as I have loved you. By this love everyone will know that

you are my followers.”
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6th Sunday of Easter 26/5/19

Scripture . Acts 15 : 1-29 ; Psalm 67 ; Revelotion 21 : 10-23 ; John 14 :@ 23-29

In my Sunday homily, I usually talk on one point only. But in this homily, as an
exception, I will touch on 5 points.
(DIn the Bible reading from Acts we read this:”it is the decision of the Holy Spirit and
us....” (Acts 15 : 28) The disciples of Jesus had to make an important decision. They
prayed to ask guidance from the Holy Spirit, then discussed the problem, and only
then decided. When we have decisions, let us follow the same example. God delights to
be invited into our ordinary daily life.
@Psalm 67. I pray this Psalm 67 every morning. This Psalm expresses one of the
reasons I remain in Japan. I want to pray for Japan (one of the nations) and for her
people, especially the people of this parish. It is a beautiful Psalm.
(@In the 2nd reading from Revelation 21, we are told of John’s vision. John is shown,
as in a dream, a new Jerusalem. There is no Temple! (The Temple in the Old
Testament is where the people met the true God). In the New Testament the risen
Jesus himself is the Temple and Jesus resides in the heart of each of us. This same
message is repeated by Jesus himself in the Gospel today (John 14 : 23). “The Father
and I will love you and come to live in you.” Jesus accepts each one of us as-we-are and
actually lives in the heart of each of us. This makes our God very close to us. Let us
talk to him as he live in our heart.
@This point is close to point #1. Jesus in this Gospel tells us that the Holy Spirit
continues to teach us about Jesus and his Way. Let us ask the Spirit to give us a
deeper understanding of Jesus.
(®Jesus offers us a true, deep peace (even in times of suffering). The peace that Jesus
gives is based on the fact that Jesus always loves us as we are. Let us be instruments

of Jesus’s peace.
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