14th Sunday Year C 7/7/19

Scripture: Isaiah 66 : 10-14 ; Psalm 66 ; Galatians 6 : 14-18 ; Luke 10 : 1-20

One week ago the NHK news reported that a baby had died of hunger alone in an
apartment. A neighbor heard the baby crying for 2 days. So sad! On the other hand,
Sunday at Mass a mother came up for Holy Communion with a baby looking so happy
with lovely big eyes, cuddled in his mother’s arms. This baby was in such peace and
warmth.

Today’s 1st reading has this: “The Lord God says: As a mother comforts her child, so
will I comfort you. You shall be carried in her arms and fondled in her lap.” (Isaiah 66:
13)

A deep, deep yearning of us humans is to taste peace - personal peace of heart, and
in one’s family, workplace, school, country. Jesus offers us peace. From the night of
Jesus birth the message was “PEACE”. Jesus gave peace to Zachias, Peter, the
distressed sinful woman. After the Resurrection he greeted his followers with
“PEACE”. In today’s Gospel Jesus sends out 72 disciples to proclaim: “Peace to this
house.” Jesus gives us today the same peace. At the Last Supper Jesus said: “I give
you peace. My peace 1s not like the peace that this world gives. So do not let your
hearts be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27). The promise of Jesus is alive and valid for
us today.

Do you wish to taste the peace Jesus offers you? If so, make a silent time for prayer
and meet God who cares for you as a little child (even though you are adult!). Just
ponder the fact that God knows you; God calls you by name; God loves you personally,
just as you are. Do this often and gradually God’s peace will sink into your heart. Talk
to Jesus about peace.

But Jesus sends us out to our families, relatives, friends etc to be instruments of his
peace to others. Let us give a smile, a kind word, an encouragement, a word of
gratitude to others. Let us sow seeds of peace within our small society. Jesus rewards

us.
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15th Sunday YR C 14/7/19

Scripture : Deut. 30 : 10-14 ; Psalm69 ; Col.1 : 15-20 ; Luke 10 : 25-37

Let us look at Jesus’parable of the Good Samaritan with new eyes! First some
background: The man who was wounded was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho.
Jerusalem is on a mountain, Jericho is below sea level. There is a drop of 1066 meters!
It is a lonely, tree-less, rocky desert road. There were robber gangs. The road was
desolate and dangerous.

Robbers hit the Jewish traveller, they stole everything he had including his food and
clothes. Imagine the scene: he was lying on the side of the road naked, full of bloody
wounds and unconscious (i.e. ‘half dead).

A priest, a specialist in religion, sees the wounded man. He feels nothing and does
nothing. He makes excuses and passes by. He probably thought he was ‘busy’, and
besides that he did not know the man.

Then a man who was leader in a religious service in the country came to the
wounded man. He too felt nothing, did nothing.

Next an outcaste from society, from a different country, a Samaritan, sees the
wounded man. He is moved with compassion to the depths of his heart. He gets off his
donkey and gently cleans with wine as a disinfectant, and uses oil to help heal
wounds. The Samaritan had urgent business in Jericho but he gives his time and his
money. His compassion results in action.

Jesus challenges us today: Do we fell with people who suffer? Do we get into the
heart of the middle school student who was bullied. He was hurt, lonely and in
despair. He jumped to his death from a 4 storey building? Yes, we cannot do anything!
But do we feel? But in our everyday life do we see and feel with the hurt and lonely?
Do we use excuses? eg. I do not know him I have reticence. I am shy. Do I say ‘thank
you’ from my heart? Do I give encouragement? Do I make a phone call to someone

living alone? Religion without compassion is fake! The Samaritan -let us do like wise-
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16th Sunday Year C 21/7/19

Scripture: Genesis18:1-10 Psalm16 Luke10:38-42

40 years ago, I was on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. I visited the church in
Bethany, the home of Martha and Mary. On the wall of the church is a large mosaic of
the scene in today’s Gospel. This mosaic made an indelible impression on me. In the
scene, Jesus and Martha are talking. Mary is sitting at Jesus’ feet listening. I saw this
scene and said to myself (or Jesus said to me?) “This is prayer! Talking to Jesus and
listening to what Jesus has to say”

St .Teresa of Avila, the Doctor of prayer, defines prayer as: ‘a conversation with
Christ, our friend, whom we know loves us’ In other words , prayer is talking to
Jesus in our own words, just as we would talk and confide in our best friend. Like
Martha, complaints to Jesus and OK! But also listen to Jesus especially as he speaks
to us in the Scriptures. We speak out like Martha, but also listen like Mary.

Have you ever received a warning? Maybe to one person your action is : "Mind your
own business”!

But to another your reaction is: “Only a close friend could tell me that!”. Jesus is our
close friend and he is asking us: “Are you too busy with worldly things? Are you
weighed down with stress and worries? Are you forgetting to give time for me to help
you in quiet prayer?”

Jesus is so gentle with Martha. He gently calls her name twice. Jesus today is the
same. Jesus 1s gentle with us, but he urges us to pray.

St Peter in his letter advices us:”God cares for you, so turn all your worries over to
him”(1.peter5:7)

Though Scripture Jesus says to each one of us:”I am standing at your door and I
knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in and we will eat together.”

(Revelation3:20). Let us open our hearts in prayer and invite Jesus into our lives.
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17th Sunday Year C 28/7/19

Scripture: Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138; Colossians 2:12-14; Luke 11:1-13

The Bible readings in today’s Mass are about PRAYER. The most important
teaching about prayer is this: prayer is primarily a relationship with God! When the
Bible describes ‘prayer’, it is not the words we say but above all is the friendship we
have with God. In the Genesis reading, full of warmth and humor, Abraham talks to
God as friend. Scripture says: Abraham was God’s friend (James 2:23; Isaiah 41:8). In
Exodus 33:11 we see Moses also talking to God just as two friends talk.

Jesus tells us that when we pray let us remember that God is a gentle, kind,
understanding FATHER. So we pray as children who have trust and warmth. Our
attitude is vital.

Jesus tells us: “Ask God, and you will receive!” When I was in primary school, 1
prayed hard for a full year! I asked God that I come first in a high school entrance
exam so that my school fees would be exempt. I did not come first! But I was told that
God our loving Father always hears our prayers! I, in my self centeredness, thought
that ‘hears’ means to give me what I ask for. (And also there were at least 20 other
students asking to be first!) But years after that event I am absolutely convinced that
our prayers of asking do not go to waste. God my loving Father does not give me
something that is not good for me (eg. the Gospel, snake or scorpion). God who loves
me and knows what is best for me gives another gift. (But sometimes we are so
disappointed that we do not recognize God my Father’s gift). Jesus is our model.
“Abba! Please take this suffering away from me! But I leave this in your hands.”

(Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42).
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