18th Sunday Year C 4/8/19

Scripture: Ecclesiastes (Quoheleth) 1 : 2;2 : 21-23 ; Psalm 95; Col. 3: 1-11; Luke
12 : 13-21

Most of us would like to win 1st prize in the National lottery! The money would help
children’s school fees, buy your own house, enjoy a holiday and be able to retire without
worry. There is nothing wrong in this! But let us remember that having even a mountain
of possessions, fame or status cannot bring us TRUE happiness. Goods NEVER give
lasting happiness. Our true heart and soul yearns for something deeper. Only God can
satisfy this yearning.

Saint Augustine in his youth and in his 30’s experienced much of life’s pleasures and
fame. In his autobiography he writes this prayer: “O God! You have made us for our
hearts to face you. Therefore our hearts cannot find rest until they rest in you.”

In today’s Gospel Jesus puts a very basic and personal question to each of us: “What
are the priorities in your life? Work? Possessions? Success? Promotion? When you die,
what will happen to all these worldly things. Earn treasure in heaven- that will never
vanish.” Today St. Paul tells us: “Think of what is above in heaven, not of what is on
earth.” (Col. 3:2)

Again, I repeat, money and goods, and also ambition, are not bad in themselves. The
farmer in Jesus’ parable was obviously a good farmer. He, like most of us, thought of his
retirement. That too 1s OK. Then why was he foolish? He was greedy, he thought only
of himself. He did not share or help others. Note well how he says so selfishly: “I shall
say to myself...” This man was foolish because he forget God and forgot his neighbor.
His priorities were wrong. Goods do not satisfy the heart. Only God can do that. When
we die who will get what we stored up?! Let us be rich in what matters to God. (Luke
12:21)

Let us be real friends with God as number one priority, and share with others.
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19th Sunday YR C 11/8/19

Scripture: Wisdom18:6-9; Psalm33;Hebrews 11:1-19; Lukel2:32-48

I travel often by car on the Yoko-hane high speed express-way. There is the fast lane
on the outside, and the slower lane on the left inside. When I go on the fast lane, more
powerful cars want to pass me. I experience stress. When I go on the slower lane I
arrive at my destination safely and with a settled feeling.

Our life on earth is a journey. We choose our own road. If we choose the ‘fast lane’,
that is, the lane of being busy, and full of competition, we might taste worldly, passing
success. However we will not taste real peace and happiness.

If we choose the ‘slower lane’ of trust in God we will have a settled heart and be in
peace.

What 1s this road of trust? We cannot see or hear Jesus, but Jesus makes each of us
a special, solemn promise. “Do not be afraid, little flock”(Luke 12:32). Jesus promises
to travel the path of life with us so “We do not tremble, and live in peace’(1st reading
Wisdom18:6). Let us trust God’s promise.

Abraham is given us as a model. God said to Abraham: “I will be your shield”(that
is' “I will guard you”). Trusting God’s promise, Abraham started his journey, not
knowing where he was to go (Hebrews 11:8). We too today do not know what the
future holds for us, but by faith we trust that God will always be faithful to the
promise he made to each of us and always guard us.

Jesus in the Gospel tells us: “Sell your belongings” That means:on life’s journey do
not rely on personal success and belongings. Trust in God. The Risen Jesus travels the
path of our life walking beside us. Jesus will guide and protect us. As a sign of that
trust let us give alms to the poor. Let us store treasure in Heaven ~ that will make

us happy on this earthly journey also.
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20th Sunday Year C 18/8/19

Scripture: Jeremiah 38:4-10; Psalm 40; Hebrews 12:1-4; Luke 12:49-53

Are you in the depths of sorrow, disappointment or even despair? Do you feel
deserted by God? Do you feel lonely? If so, the reading from Jeremiah and the
Response Psalm 40 is especially for you! We know from Scripture that Jeremiah was
very sensitive. The people of his time rejected both himself, and his message from God.
They put him down a deep well to die. Jeremiah cried out to the Lord. God heard his
prayer and sent an African from Ethiopia to save him.

When we are desolate it is hard to pray. We can only cry out: “Lord, save me!”
Sveltana, the daughter of Soviet Stalin, was deeply depressed. She felt like
committing suicide (like her mother). A friend introduced her to the Psalms. She
discovered that the Psalms expressed her pain, anxiety, rejection, loneliness, despair
and her feeling of worthlessness. Today’s Psalm 40: “The Lord heard my cry. I waited
for the Lord and he stooped down to me. God drew me from the deadly pit. God put a
new song in my mouth.... You O God are my rescuer, my help. Do not delay.”

The Marathon is famous today in our Olympic Games, but it is a race taken from
ancient Greece and used as a model in Scripture for our journey in life, eg. “Let us
persevere in running the race that lies before us (2d reading, Hebrews 12:1).” Our
finishing tape is Heaven. We need to prepare! In the Marathon unless I prepare I
cannot run the full 42 kilometers. So too for Heaven! But in today’s scripture there are
these vital words: “Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, our leader.”

Today’s Gospel must be taken in the context of Jesus’ whole teaching. In Jesus’ and
Luke’s time, especially in times of persecution, families were divided. That problem
has weakened. Jesus’ message for us today is a challenge: Follow Jesus, walk his path,

with your whole 100% heart.



FMEE20EH 201948 18 H

[AZTRZRDHLEAL BRITEOLNTHWSIMEZEMESEYIRITEL LS
(NTSAAANDFH#E12:1-2) ]

BE TLIY 38:4-10; FHE40;, ANTS4 12:1-4; JLA 12: 49-53

BAHES. ELH, KB, EDEICWATLLIIMN?BICRETONEERELTNE
TH?RMLLWTTMN?HLESHL, TILIVELZEHBENIX, FSI2HE-D=HD
EETT'EEZHOE. ILIVEETERHRBALE 2 F22ENDMAYFET, BOREFR
DARIZ. BEEL, BNMEAZ2HHEILDAvE—CH WA BEELELE, BOIE.
WAL ESIZ, FOHFICHALRADHDTLEWNE Lz, TLIVAEERIZWSE, #BERE
BoOHYEERE, TFAETHLDTIVHAZZELT, HEHRWOVEINI-DTT,

6 HhU LK IMMEGEE, TODEFH LN LT, F&, REH TS
EUSRZELMITEFEFRFA, SOOCTNYETI MERIE-f-tH, IEEEXZI—1) VDR
THARATT FT—FIEELEBRAATWEL, HBiXlF (BoOBEEFELELSIZ) B
BESFHELTWELE, TALERICRADNFEZEBNT S&. BRI, BEDDREHA. &
=, B, M, BE, T L TEMBERDN. FEORICREIN TSI LEZHRRALEZD
TY, SEDFE 40 : TE(IFOUVZEEIMNTz, FADBEEZF-o>TULS &, EIEEH. FAD
TIZET.EICELZNRDOREEIEFE . AHRIEFLORELOOICE T oz, HH.
iR, DR, FADBITF, BLHELHRWNTLESLY, )

ISYVIEA) VEY Y THEATIN . GRF) v oRELFHEEFT.BEDF T,
-BDOANEDRBDETIVICEDNE T, HIZIX. TBRICEH DN TS5 FEF A
CEVYIRSSTIEHYFEAN (B2HHE. AT3534 12: 1)1 DL, FhF-bDRBER
DT—TEXRETYT . EHEIVETT ' IZYUTIHERBLANVE 2 FTO0LTEENEE
o REHRILTYT ' SHOEZIZ FAF-bDEREIZWDA T RAENOBE ZB I LVT]
EWSBOHTRKULBEELHY FT,

SHOEEIE. 1 TAKDEAEARDFTRAGHINEGZYEFRA, 1 TREFELILHD
B, HICEEORARICIE. REESMEIhTWELR, BRATIX., TOMBIEBEE-T
WET, BROFA=BIZHTEHIAZRAFDOA v E—DIZEZBICIEE NIV ETT (4 I
AHEIZHEWDN, 1 TRABEDEZ. HE=-02T, 100%DLERADHT, HFHEL &L,



21st Sunday Year C 25/8/19

Scripture: Isaiah 66:18-21; Psalm 117; Hebrews 12:5-13; Luke 13:22-30

We are called “Catholics.” Our church is called “The Catholic church.” That word
“catholic” 1s a Geek word which means “all persons.” That is our church is for every
nation on earth and all levels of society. Let each of us ask ourselves: “Do I personally
have an ‘open church’ mentality?” Today’s scripture readings stress this point. In Isaiah:
“The Load says: I am coming to gather the nations of every language.” Again in the
Response Psalm 117: “O praise the Load all you nations, acclaim him all you people.”
And Jesus says in the Gospel: “Peoples from west and east, and from north and south
will come to the feast in the Kingdom of God.”

Today’s readings give us both consolation and challenge!

1; CONSOLATION God himself has chosen each one of us to be his beloved child — and
we know this wonderful privilege which gives our daily life meaning, hope and taste. I
must ask myself this question: Why did God choose me? I cannot answer ‘why’. I can
only say ‘thank you’. But God chose me for his own purpose — to share this wonderful
gift with others.
themselves as an elite group, better than others. We must work for others, especially
the poor. We must never look down on others. This is the great challenge. Do I share my
faith with others? Do I give witness to my faith in my home, neighborhood, school,
workplace? Am I kind, thoughtful, encouraging to others? Do I forgive others? In other
words, am I a genuine ‘Catholic’?

The Jewish leaders in Jesus time thought they were ‘upper class’in God’s eyes. Their

religion is was on the surface only, not going to their heart. Jesus says: “I do not know

you.” The ordinary Jews accepted Jesus. Where do we stand today?
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