22nd Sunday year C 1/9/19

Scripture Sirach3;17-29 Psalm68 Hebrews12;18-24 Lukel4;7-14

In the Bible meals together are a symbol of the warm relationship between God and
we humans. In the Gospels we see Jesus having a meal of fellowship with Mathew and
Zachaeus, with the newly married couple at Cana and with the courage two disciples at
Emmaus. And on the night before Jesus died he had a very special meal with his 12
disciples. The Last Supper was the First Mass.

2000 years later, in our day, Jesus sends out an invitation to have a meal together. In
other words, Jesus invites us to share close and warm fellowship with himself.

Just ponder those beautiful words; “warm fellowship with Jesus”. Jesus, our God, gives
us strength, guidance and courage for living in the coming week! Indeed, happy are we
who are called to supper with Jesus.

In each Mass there is an important action that can so easily be missed. It is the
‘breaking of the bread’. Jesus broke the bread at the last Supper. This tells us that we
all receive the same Jesus. United to Jesus we become brothers and sisters to each other.
Our Mass is a warm family meal.

When we come to Mass never think (or act) that we are better than someone else. Let
us enjoy the warm fellowship with Jesus and each other. Jesus asks us to be humble
and accept someone whom you do not know, or even do not get on with, or even dislike.
That is Jesus’ message to us in the Gospel.

Having a warm fellowship with God can give a wonderful taste to our everyday life.
Jesus inspires us to accept others as they are. Happy are we who are called to the meal

with Jesus.
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23rd Sunday Year C 8/9/19

In the responsorial Psalm 90 we read:”’O Lord, make us know the shortness of our life
so that we may gain wisdom of heart.” How much longer will we live? No one knows!
Yes! Our life 1s short! What is the purpose of this short life? To pile up goods? To gain
honor or fame? To gain security? Surely, there is more to life than these passing things?
YES, THERE IS MUCH MORE!

God has created us and give us life. God has destined us to be happy with him in this

life and to be happy with him in this life and in Heaven forever. Jesus shows us how to
walk the path of life so that we can safely enter Heaven.
Showing us the way to happiness in Heaven is a gift from Jesus, our God. We walk this
path hand in hand with Jesus. Jesus gives us the courage and strength to last the
distance. Jesus gives us the gift of Wisdom to understand what is the purpose of this
life.

In the Gospel Jesus tells us that we, (because we are human) will meet suffering.
Suffering is part of being human.

Jesus calls suffering “our own cross”. So in order to walk the path of life with Jesus “Sit
down and consider the cost”.

That means we are asked to give up self-centeredness, and think of God and others.
But following is important: We never carry our cross alone-Jesus carries it with us.
Then in the Gospel Jesus says: “To be my follower you must hate your father, mother,
wife, children, brothers and sisters”. Do not take these words literally! Jesus himself
never hated his mother Mary. Jesus loved her dearly. The meaning is a challenge to put
Jesus first and in the center of our lives. If we do that we will find that we will be happy
1n this life and forever in Heaven. And we will love father, mother, children e.t.c. more

and in a deeper way.
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24th Sunday YR C 15/9/2019

Scripture : Exodus 32 : 7-14 ; Psalm51 ; 1Timothy : 12-17 ; Lukel5 : 1-10

We speak to our God. We walk the path of life with Jesus. We receive guidance by
the Holy Spirit. But when we pray what is our image of God? What is God really
like? Is God just a vague, distant judge to us. Or is our God close, caring and gentle?
And if we stray from God does he welcome us back to him?

The 3 Scripture readings and the Responsorial Psalm give us a description of our
God. In the Exodus reading, our God forgives and God has made an unconditional
promise to protect us. In Psalm 51 our God is full of mercy, Kindness, compassion and
forgiveness. St. Paul in his letter to Timothy speaks of God’s mercy, love and
inexhaustible patience. In the Gospel Jesus shows us a God full of joy when he looks
upon us weak humans. Let us ask ourselves: Do these words describe my image of
God?

Chapter 15 of Luke’s Gospel has 3 parables on the way our God looks on us weak
humans. Dthe straying sheep; @the lost silver coin; and @the son who strays comes
home to his father and gets a joyful “welcome home.”

In the 3 parables the message is this : every single person is important to God.

In the parable the shepherd at night puts his sheep into the safe fenced enclosure.
He sees one sheep is missing. He leaves the 99 in the enclosure and at night sets out to
find the one lost sheep. When the shepherd finds the lost sheep, he is full of joy, he
does not scold the sheep. He puts it on his shoulder and takes it home. Jesus, our God,
1s our shepherd. Jesus calls each of his sheep by name and guides and protects us.

Let us go to God in confidence. Let us trust our God. Let us share our gentle God

with others.
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25th Sunday Year C 22/9/19

Scripture: Amos 8:4-7; Psalm 113; Luke 16:1-13
Today, Jesus challenges us: “Choose! You cannot serve both God and money.” (Luke
16:13) “Money” means actual money and savings, but also all material goods; also

advancing in life, even time spent in hobbies!

forget God and the true purpose of our life on this earth, (that is, to enter Heaven.).
Jesus himself was a carpenter and earned money. Jesus was a close friend of poor

people, but Jesus was also a friend of a rich family like Martha, Mary and Lazarus.
If we are even moderately well off, here is the attitude that Jesus suggests. Jesus

also gives us some warnings.

DIf we live in comfortable circumstances, let us thank God. Our life and its
circumstances are God’s gift. Be graceful to God.

@Let us, according to our means, help poor people. Jesus in today’s Gospel tells us
that the poor people we help in this life will be waiting at the gate of Heaven when
we die. The poor are there to give us their welcome (Luke 16:9). We help poor people
wherever they are, because they are our brothers and sisters. We need a wide-open
heart.

@Money and material goods and fame are “tainted” (Luke 16:9). This means that
money and goods can be a temptation to concentrate on this world’s goods and
success, so that we forget God.

@We can give in to that temptation. We can become a slave of money and goods. Let
us ask ourselves: “Do I have avarice, even in a small way? Do I share my goods with
others?”

People who choose the ‘money path’ put great energy into making money. Let us put

as much energy into walking God’s path to happiness in Heaven. (Parable)
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26th Sunday Year C 29/9/19

Scripture: Amos 6 : 4-7 ; Psalm 146 ; Luke 16 : 19-31

We pray in our Mass to our God: “O full of compassion Lord” Our God is compassion.
When we suffer or are insulted, Jesus suffers with us. When through human frailty we
forget God, God does not punish us. Jesus our God became human, so he understands
our frailty. Jesus knows and understands each one of us, personally. That is
COMPASSION!

If we realize the depth of compassion and care that God has for each one of us, we
will be moved to share that compassion with others. We will have an open heart
towards poor people.

The name ‘Lazarus’ means ‘compassion of God’. In the parable, Lazarus is hungry,
sick, lonely and neglected. Lazarus is at the entrance of a rich man who is dressed in
the most expensive clothes, and eats plenty of the best food. The rich man does not do
something actively bad, like kicking Lazarus. The rich man does not even notice
Lazarus. Or if he sees him he ignores him. The rich man commits a sin of omission, or
not doing a kind act. The rich man is self-centered! He only thinks of himself.

Mother Teresa said: “The worst evil in the modern world is a lack of mercy.”
Scripture tells us: “Give bread to those who are hungry. Whatever you own in plenty,
devote a portion to almsgiving. Do not do it grudgingly” (Tobit 4:16). Jesus says to us:
“I was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick, in prison and you came to me.... You did
it to me.” (Matthew 25:33-46)

Imagine what is like to be poor, hungry, and without a home. Do not judge the
homeless but rather feel with them. Helping the poor is a most important part of being
a Christian. This week ponder God’s great love and care of yourself, then do something

to help the poor.
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