27th Sunday year C 6/10/19

Scripture: Habakuk1:2-3,3:2-4 Lukel7:5

Everything was going wrong for Habakuk in the 6th century BCE. His country had
been defeated and was occupied by the conquering army. He felt empty and deserted by
God. Have you ever had that feeling? Habakuk pours put his heart to God just as it is.
With no decoration of politeness. To God he cries out: “Why? Why? Why? Have you
forgotten us God.” Here is a model for prayer when feel desperate. It is not an insult to
God-far from it. It is the prayer from an honest heart.

That is the kind of prayer God wants from us.

Crying out to the Lord in desperation using strong language appears often in the Bible.
Eg. Hanna, Jeremiah; and Psalm 22 prayed by Jesus says: “My God! Why have you
forsaken me?” this prayer comes from an empty heart but is on solid foundations
because it is based on God’s unconditional love for each of us.

But at times we might even doubt that unconditional love. At such a time let us use
the prayer in today’s Gospel; ‘O Lord, increase my faith.’

When we experience what is called ‘the dark night of the soul’, when God seems to be
silent, let us cry out to the Lord in our emptiness and desperation.

The reply of God to Habakuk and to each of us today is: “The Lord answer: I do not
deceive. If my help comes slowly, wait, because come it will, without fail.”(Habakuk2:3)
Prayer: Lord, you give each of us your unconditional love. I believe this, but please

increase my trust in you.
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28th Sunday YR C 13/10/19

Scripture : 2 Kings 5 : 14-17 ; Psalm98 ; 2Timothy2 : 8-13 ; Luke 17 : 11-19

First, a personal story: my ancestors, both pater n al and maternal have been
Catholic Christians. My primary, middle and high schools were Church schools. Then
the seminary. Growing up surrounded by people with faith, I took my own faith for
granted ___ until.

I came to Japan! I still have a very vivid memory of a couple preparing for marriage.
This was 60 years ago in Wakayama when I just finished Japanese language school.
The young man preparing for marriage had no religion, neither Buddhism or Shinto.
He had no idea of God. He was only interested in his company and the Hanshin
Tigers. I saw that his way of living was superficial and very transitory. At the second
session he admitted that his life was really empty, and he would like to be at peace
like his future wife. But for me personally I came to realize just what a wonderful gift
God had given me. I had been given faith. I was given a meaning in life. And I was
walking the path of life with the Risen Jesus as strength, encouragement and support.

So now, having realized God’s beautiful gift to me I say ‘thank you’. Like the
Samaritan leper I return to the Lord with a heart full of gratitude. I do this especially
at our Mass. The early Christians spoke Greek and called our Mass ‘Eucharistia’. This
is a Greek language word which means ‘thanksgiving’.

Do we take our faith for granted? Do we realize what a great gift it is to have met
the Risen Jesus? Do we realize how comforting and strengthening it is to walk the
path of life together with Jesus? Let us ponder these great gifts and realize how

blessed we are. With this heart our Sunday Mass will have a beautiful meaning for us.



FRE28TA 2019410813 8
Gl

p

B

[ THYRESZTNET] AMHLTEARICH L TE—BELWVWVEETT )
BEMRAG I ESELT5:14-17 FH 98 TETADFH(2)2:8-13 JLH17:11-19

RAOITEAMLGETI A MOEBEIRALBAELHNVIEETY , RIT/PNERE PR
1. TLTERLBERDERTL ., TORBERANTERL L EHDOHAHIARICEENT
Bb. BRDEMELYAIIEERE>TWEL, BRIZEKSETIE

ZLTHRIZBRIZEELZ ' RMEVWFELITHRBOERBEL TV =H5HVTILDOZEEEBRIC
BEXTWET, Fnid 60 F£57T, MWL THIETT, FhlT. BREBEERERZIEMYTLE=,
HEIRERZL TV -ZOEVEDOANF AHLHEL. AIORBBF O TLEEATL, |KIF
BERIZOVWTRIBDHMYELATLIZ, BEHAEKELH DD L. S ERBAASHT—ADIEZITTL
Tz MIHEDEZHILE RS T, ZLTETHIEIMRWNESAFLERWELZ, 2EBDEED
B, RIEERPDANEDNKREITELOEWNSIEZRD. ZLT. HOFRDERSADLSIZFELR
BREFBICEAIELTZLEATUHEL . LML, RABEANICESTIE., M B NEALRIZRE
SLLEMEB TSN, EICRMABRELGYFEL I, FAZIFEMNEZSNTLVELT
FIZIEINEDEHENEZONTNVEL . ZLTRAIANEDEEEELIAITRER. HTHY.
FELTHY. TLTHATHAIITRBREHKIZHATHELT S,

ZLTES . RN LDFRELLVEYNE LCEELTODSD T, FAITBHSTSNETILEEL
F. BLVREREESI-YTIT7ADISIZ, BREDILITHEETEDRIZRYET  FAIEHFIC
SHTIORBEETET DV RF v ZIEFIvEBEELTCWELEZA. SHDOIEE
[A—h)RAFT7IEFATWEL ., CRIEF) v EETIBREOREIEVLWSEKRTT,

FEIFEMELLYRTIDOIELZER>TNATLEOMN ? FAEIFEEL M IRKZRICHE o=
EMEARBIZKRELGEMO OO TNETLEIN ? FAEIFAMIREREKICAEDEEZSTIE
MEARIZROERY, ADITENTNSINERH>TWLATLESIMN ? CORELZBEMIZDOLTE
W SLELES ZLT. FAENEARICEENTOIMNZBYELLS, ZDLIBDHHN
(. FZEQOREADIHIEAEICE>TERESLLWEKREFE DHLNDEGLHIETLL,



29th Sunday Year C 20/10/19

Scripture: Exodus 17 : 8-13 ; Psalm 121 ; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2; Luke 18 : 1-8

In Jesus’ time, a parable was a way of teaching. A parable was an interesting story
taken from everyday life, but usually with one surprising difference from everyday
life. That difference had a message.

In the time of Jesus, a widow was helpless, especially if she had no son. A widow
could not go to court. But this widow had a very special request and she went directly
to the judge — again and again and again! (Note well: the judge does NOT represent
God. The widow represents us).

Jesus tells us to imitate the widow. Jesus says: “Keep on praying and never give up.”
(Luke 18:1). Jesus also tells us: “Ask and you will receive” (Luke 11:9).

At times we ask God for something and our request seems to be un-answered. That
is, we do not receive what we ask for! We can become discouraged. We may think our
prayer is wasted- never! We may even doubt God’s care for me. Or even doubt God’s
existence.

Our gentle God turns a loving ear to every prayer we send up to him. God is wisdom.
God really loves us and will give us a gift that is the best for us.

When we ask God for something let us not say: “Do it my way” but rather say ‘O God,
you know best, do it your way”.

In the first Exodus reading we see Moses praying for his people. This is called
‘intercessory prayer’. Let us have a generous heart and pray for others. Saint Monica
as a mother prayed for 20 years for her wayward son, Augustine. He was converted
thanks to his mother’s prayer ‘without giving up’. Let us pray for others, especially
those close to us. But go wider! Today is Mission Sunday- pray for those suffering in

Syria, Turkey, Yemen, Rohingya etc.
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30th Sunday Year C 27/10/19

Scripture: Shira 35:15-22; Psalm 128; 2 Timothy 4:6-18; Luke 18: 9-14

A parable is an interesting story with an important message for us today. In this
parable of Jesus there are 2 characters.

First is the Pharasee. He belongs to a relatively rich group, who prided themselves
on keeping numerous rules of religion. They thought that they earned God’s rewards.
They looked down on those who did not keep these rules. The Pharasee was full of
conceit. He basically did not know his true self, nor did he know the real God. The
Pharasee was a fake. He wore a mask.

The second person is a tax collector. This man collected taxes on behalf of the Roman
occupation army. The Pharasees looked down on him. They regarded him as a man
who has betrayed both his religion and country. But Jesus tells us that he knew his
true self. He acknowledged that he was a weak sinner (That is, in biblical language, he
had missed the mark). The tax collector also knew the true God — that is a God who
does not look at social rank. He knew that the real God was full of understanding and
mercy for the person who says from his heart: “My God! I am sorry.” His prayer came
from his true heart.

Let us ask ourselves: Do I know my true self? Do I acknowledge before God that I
am weak and miss the mark? Do I drop my mask when I pray? When I pray, (that is,
meet my kind God and talk to him) do I tell God my true self?

If you are tired or sick — tell God! If you feel empty or lonely — tell God. (St.Paul does
this in the 2nd reading). If you have doubts about God, or even feel resentful to God —
tell him as it is. This is the kind of prayer God desires. If you have temptation or
cannot forgive a person, pour out your heart to God. Our merciful God accepts a true

heart and gives peace.
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