31st Sunday Year C 3/11/19

Scripture: Wisdom11:23-12:2 Psalm145 alsoPsalm42 Luke19:1-10

I like Zachaeus. Among the people in the Gospels (other than Jesus) for me
Zachaeus is number one! In the Gospels we meet Jesus. Jesus is alive now and has the
same kind heart. But also, Zachaeus is alive because I am Zachaeus! I too have
yearnings in my heart. I too want to meet Jesus more closely. I want to hear Jesus call
my own name. I want to have a meal with Jesus and enjoy his loving friendship.

Zachaeus had plenty of this world’s wealth, but he was very poor inside his heart.
He had a yearning for peace of heart. He felt there was something missing in his life.
Zachaeus faced himself and acknowledged his basic emptiness. So he went to hear
Jesus. But the crowed was enormous, so he could not hear or see Jesus. He forgot his
dignity and like a little child climbed a tree. Jesus called Zahcaeus by his name. Jesus
looked on this social outcaste with love. Jesus asked to have a meal with Zachaeus.
This intimate companionship gave new life to Zachaeus. Now his yearning was
satisfied. He had inner wealth. That is he had peace of heart, self-worth, meaning in
life, he had a sense of travelling life’s journey towards a destination called Heaven.
But above all this, Zachaeus had a sense that he was loved by God and so he could love
his family, friends and work-mates better. Zachaeus had a personal relationship with
Jesus.

You who read this and me too are Zachaeus! Let us look into our hearts and
acknowledge our real emptiness of heart and our yearning (Pray Psalm42). Let us
climb our tree! That is, less time at our TV or PC, or hobby etc. let us open our Bibles,
read the Gospels and meet the risen Jesus. He calls us by name. and let us share our

gift from God and as a symbol give something to the poor.
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32th Sunday YR C 10/11/19

Scripture: 2 Maccabees7:1-14; Psalm17;2Thessalonians2:16-3:5; Luke 20:27-38

I like Nagasaki! I visit the site of the 26 Martyrs. I stand before the wall with
sculptures of the 26, I go down till I see the young boy martyr Saint Thomas Kozaki.
Before he was put on his cross he wrote a letter to his mother: “Mother, do not worry
about us. We will meet again in Paradise(Heaven). We will wait for you.”

The martyrs of the first reading(2 Maccabees7) and the martyrs of Nagasaki
believed in the Resurrection and Heaven. The 26 believed in the words of Jesus: “I am
the Resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even though he dies, he will
live. Whoever believes in me will never die.”(John 11:25) Then Jesus said: “Do you
believe this?”

Do we believe really, in the depth of our heart, in our own resurrection? Do we really
believe that death is not the end? In truth it is the beginning of a new life united to
God and enjoying his company, and the company of all our friends, in Heaven. In
heaven each of us is still one’s personal self. We do not just go into a enormous mass.
Heaven is a living relationship with God and this gives each of us total and eternal
happiness and fulfillment.

The Sadducees in the Gospel were usually rich. They were busy with this world’s
goods and did not believe in the after-life with God, that is the resurrection. Again, do
we really believe? Do we really believe that the destination of this life is heaven? We
are here on earth in this life to prepare for entry into heaven. Our preparation?

The Bible gives us glimpses of Heaven. Heaven is a warm, intimate relationship
with God that gives us peace and eternal happiness. God is our Father, so in heaven
we as his children are in our true and everlasting home(2 Cor.5:1). Our gentle God will
gently wipe away every tear.(Revelation 21:4). We travel to Heaven with Jesus who
gives us encouragement and hope. Jesus strengthens us and guards us (24 Reading, 2

Thess.) Let us all go to Heaven!
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33rd Sunday Year C 17/11/19

Scripture: Malachy 3:19-20; Psalm 98; 2 Thess. 3:7-12; Luke 21:5-19

We come into Winter. Summer has passed! But we know next year we will have
Spring. During dark days we have hope.

Material things are passing. Think of our church here at Shinkoyasu. The first
church building was opened in 1930. In 1945 in the fire bombing it was destroyed. In
1948 a temporary oval roofed church was built. Then in 1963 the present church was
opened. What will be here in 100 years time?!! Material things are passing. But the
spirit of the church community lives on. Jesus told the people of that time: “This
beautiful temple will be destroyed.” Material things, yes even this world, are passing.
Human beings, that is, you and me, also have a passing life. Our body dies, but our
souls are eternal.

When we think of our own death there is a certain apprehension. When we feel this
apprehension let us call to mind our life after death. “We who are united to Christ will
arise with him.” Heaven is enjoying life with God, fellowship with Jesus and all we
knew in this world — and this never ends. In this world we all yearn for peace. After
our death a gentle Father God gives his beloved children peace and happiness. This
gives us hope now in this world as we travel to our life destination, Heaven.

In this life there will be suffering. There will be wars, earthquakes, floods, tsunami,
sickness and famine. The world is not perfect, it, like us humans, has weakness. Jesus
tells us that such calamities are NOT punishment from God. Jesus calls on us to trust
God. It is our immoral souls that are important. Jesus says: “Not a hair of your head
will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives.” (Luke 21:19) This

gives us wonderful encouragement and hope. Let us share this with others.
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Christ our king Year C  24/11/19

Scripture: 2 Samuel 5 : 1-3 ; Psalm 122 ; Colossians 1:12-20 ; Luke 23 : 35-43

Jesus was totally innocent, yet he was falsely condemned as a criminal. Jesus died
nailed to a cross. On the left and right of Jesus there were two actual criminals. Let us
look at these 3 on crosses.

(DOn the left is a man who does not admit he did wrong actions. He has no remorse
even as he approaches his death. He has no sympathy. He is totally self-centered. Even
Jesus cannot reach him. Sunlight cannot shine in a room when all the curtains are
drawn.

@The man on the right is very different. He realizes that he has done wrong. He
realizes that he has wasted his life. He has remorse and sorrow for his sins. He
realizes that Jesus is innocent, despite the insults to Jesus from the leaders. This man
1s suffering very much. He feels sympathy for Jesus who is innocent. But here is an
important point: this man feels the bond of brothers because he and Jesus are going
through the same suffering. He says: “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom” Note well, he uses Jesus’ first name. He uses no title, like ‘teacher’. This is
the only example of first name use in Luke’s Gospel. Remember that we today have
been called ‘friend’ and ‘brother’ by the Risen Lord. Let us talk to him in prayer as a
friend and brother. Jesus invites us into his intimate companionship.

(@Finally Jesus himself on the Cross. As a king of hearts Jesus wears a crown of
thorns. Jesus, in spite of his intense suffering, gives consolation and hope to the
repentant thief. Jesus says to him: “Today you will be with me in Paradise.” May we
hear those words also.

This is just one example of the thoughtfulness, understanding and compassion of
Jesus. Paul says: “Jesus is the image of the unseen God.” (Col. 1 :15) When we see the
compassion of the human Jesus, we see the compassion of God towards us today. Jesus
says: “Come to me when you are tired and suffering...” Let us go to this compassionate

Jesus.
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