EPIPHANY Year A 5/1/20

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 3:2-6; Matthew 2:1-12

Epiphany is a special Church word that means: ‘God has shown himself to us.” Do
not put this showing to an event 2000 years ago to the 3 wise men who appear in
today’s Gospel. God has shown us today his Son Jesus Christ. We are Christians. We
have met Jesus. We are the most blessed people in the world.

On the day of Jesus’ birth the shepherds were shown Jesus. The shepherds were
Jews and represented the Jewish faith. Later the 3 wise men were shown Jesus. They
were represented the non-Jews, the people of other nations. In this concrete way the
Bible tells us that Jesus is for all people, at all times.

The 3 wise men were searching for meaning in their lives. They were guided by God
who used a star to guide them to the stable. Do we ask ourselves this important
question: What is this life about? What is the meaning of my life now? Where am I
going? God gives us guidance, which is not a star, but the life and words of Jesus
himself. Jesus said: “I am the way. I am with you.”

The wise men in gratitude opened their treasures and offered Jesus gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. (Matt. 2:11) We too have met Jesus. We too are guided. We
are the most blessed people in the world. In gratitude let us open our hearts and offer
Jesus our own gifts. In place of gold let us offer the most valuable gift of kindness, and
thoughtfulness to others especially to someone who seems lonely. In place of
frankincense let us offer Jesus our very selves, body and soul as his instruments of
love and peace in our own little society. In place of myrrh let us offer the fragrant give
of forgiveness. And Jesus suggests another gift we can give him — our tiredness and
heavy burdens. Jesus invites us: “Come to me.....” God has showered us with his gifts.

Let us be graceful and share those gifts.
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Baptism of Jesus Year A 12/1/20

Scripture: Isaiah 42 : 1-7; Psalm 29 ; Acts 10:34-38 ; Matthew 3 : 13-17

John the Baptist prepared people for the coming of the promised Saviour. John’s
baptism was for repentent sinners. Why then did the Son of God line up to be
baptized? He was definitely NOT a sinner. Jesus by this action shows us that he is
beside sinners as our brother, our encouragement and our support. Jesus our God who
experienced human nature is united to us. Jesu our God understands our human
frailty. Our God is a gentle God, not a punishing God. Our God Jesus is easy to
approach and talk to. Jesus is the friend of us sinners, who shows us kindness even
when we stray from his way. As Isaiah says of Jesus in prophecy, in a poetic way: “A
bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering wick he shall not quench.” (Isaiah
42:3)

When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by John, a voice from Heaven was
heard. The voice was from God, the Father who said: “I love this child and I am
pleased with him.” (Matt. 3:17) At the same time the Holly Spirit came upon Jesus to
guide and strengthen him in his task of Saviour of the Nations.

When we are baptized God our Father says through his church the same words. “You
are my child and I love you.” And the Holy Spirit is given us to be united to Jesus. We
are guided and strengthened to walk the Way of Jesus and to share these great gifts
with others. Our baptism is a wonderful gift from God.

Less than 1% of the population of Japan are baptized! What does this mean? We who
are baptized are called by Jesus to be a light and salt (ie taste) to the 99% of Japanese
society. Of course to be a witness to our own small society is totally impossible on our
own human strength. But we are united to Jesus and rely on the strength given by the
Holy Spirit. Let’s try it!
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2nd Sunday YR A 19/01/2020
Scripture : Isaiah49:3-6 ; Psalm40 ; 1Corinth1:1-3 ; John1:29-34

Many years ago I was the priest in Kushimoto, Wakayama-ken. At that time there
was a terrible typhoon. In the sea off Gobo, Shira-misaki a Japanese man from a
fishing boat was in the sea. He was in danger of drowning. A Norwegian sailor from a
passing ship dived into the sea and saved the Japanese fisherman. But the man from
Norway died. He gave up his own life to save the fisherman. There were headlines of
praise for the Norwegian in the morning papers. The fishery co-operative made a
monument to commemorate the saving event. 2 days later when I was thinking about
this, I realized that this exactly what Jesus has done for me, and all people. We
commemorate the saving event of Jesus when we celebrate Mass. The crucifix reminds
us of our Saviour, Jesus.

At Mass and when we read the Scriptures when we hear the words “Lamb of God” let
us recall that these symbolic words mean: “Jesus died for me.” In today’s Gospel John
the Baptist says: “ Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.”
This is what Jesus has done for each of us. Jesus forgives our sins, and in this way
gives us a close and warm relationship with God. We use these words as a prayer just
before receiving Holy Communion. We pray that the Lamb of God, Jesus, will have
mercy on us and give us peace.

In the Old Testament we read how the Jews when in severe slavery in Egypt as a
family ate lamb’s meat one night and painted the door of their houses with lamb’s
blood. Death from the plague passed over them. Each year the Jews celebrate this
event called “The Passover”. Jesus and his 12 disciples celebrated this feast the day
before he sacrificed his life for us. We call it “The Last Supper”. In place of an animal,
Jesus offers us his own life. That i1s why we Christians call Jesus:”The lamb of God”.

The sacrifice of Jesus’ life makes us friends of God.
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3rd Sunday of year A 26/1/20
Scripture: Isaiah 8.23-9:3 Psalm27 1 Cor.1:1017 Matthew4:12-23

I have had this experience. I was blessing a house. At the entrance the shoes were
all straight, going further inside

I noticed that the furniture was all shiny. I blessed the kitchen, bathroom, the
children’s bedroom (even that was tidy!). then I was about to open a door and the
mother said: “Oh Father! Don’t go in there. It is a dark store-room It is untidy!.”
We humans (precisely because we are human, and so not perfect) have dark places in
our hearts. For example we may have a certain bad point, or maybe we have a wound
of the heart that someone gave us (a parent, friend e.t.c.), and we cannot forgive that
person, we may be discouraged or in depression, or betrayed, or jealous, or have fears.

We may have dreams for our future and cannot fulfil them. And there are numerous
other dark places in our hearts(for example, prejudice).

Todays Isaiah Bible reading and the Gospel refer to Jesus as the promised Savior
who will give us light in darkness. “People who sit in darkness have seen a great

light.” These words are alive for us today. Here is a practical way to pray this

Scripture.

1. Make a deep and honest search to name your dark places.

2. Acknowledge that you are unable to overcome darkness by your own strength.
3. Ask Jesus, the Light, to shine in your heart. Have a deep longing for healing.

Keep at it! Do not give up. That Jesus will come to you is as sure as the
dawn(Hosea6:3).

At Baptism each of us was given a candle with the light from the Paschal Candle
(which represents the Risen Christ). We are told: "Walk as a child of the Light.” Jesus
chose the Apostles and us today to go into each of our own small group to share this
great and beautiful light with others.
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