PRESENTATION OF THE LOAD Year A 2/2/20
Scripture: Malachy 3:1-4; Psalm 24; Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40

On Friday, January 24th ,on TV, NHK Education Channel, Sister Suzuki Hideo gave
an interesting program entitled: “Changing suffering into happiness. Holy Trust.”

To put holy trust into practice we must first ask ourselves: “In whom do I trust?”
The answer for us Christians is this: I trust in God my Father who loves and cares for
me personally. God has given me Jesus who walks beside me, giving care and
encouragement on the journey of life. That is the One in whom I put my trust. That is
holy trust.

‘T put my trust in a God of love and mercy.’ and ‘I offer my life to God; I put my life in
His Hands.” are very similar.

Today is the feast of Jesus who offered his life to God the Father and died for us, to
set us free.

Jesus offered himself from childhood (through his mother) and continued that
offering till his last breath on the cross. Jesus prayed Psalm 31: Father into your
hands I give my life.”

Let us offer ourselves to God, our loving Father, when we attend Mass. Of course we
offer our prayer, especially the prayer of gratitude. But also most importantly we offer
every action of our whole week. We offer our family life, our study, our work; we offer
house work, TV watching — everything we do and are. We invite Jesus into our whole
life.

Fear of death is common. Today’s reading from Hebrews calls it a ‘slavery’. Jesus
sets us free. Let us make an offering of ourselves so that we may pray at the time of

our death like Simeon in today’s Gospel. “Now Load let your servant go in peace.”
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5th Sunday of Year A 9/2/20
Scripture: Isaiah 58 : 7-10 ; Psalm 112 ; 1Corinth 2:1-5; Matthew 5 : 13-16

“Why did you become a priest?” I am asked this question. When in my home country I
am asked: “Why did you become a missionary in a far distant country?” To both
questions my answer is: I feel by meeting Jesus, and as his follower that I am one of the
most blessed people in the world. I am moved (and called) to share this gift from God
with others. But every Christian is called by Jesus to be his witness in one’s own society,
family, school, workplace etc.

In today’s Gospel Jesus says to each of us: “You are my salt to give flavor to society in

general.” And again “You are my lamp to give light to the darkness in society in general.”
1.e. Share your faith.
Life for many people can be dull, without meaning, pure drudgery- that is, ‘tasteless’.
Just a little salt of care and joy can make a big difference to many people. Everyday
existence for many can be lonely, dark, depressing, without hope- let us be light to such
people.

But we must avoid thinking we are elite or better than others! We are not! God has
chosen us to help others quietly.

Every Christian without exception is called by Christ to share the gifts received from
God. We start by being thoughtful and kind in our own home and family. But we must
not stop there! Isaiah in today’s 1st. reading tells us that true religion involves loving
God but also caring for others especially the poor people who are lonely and hungry, cold
because of lack of clothes, and homeless.

We cannot carry out this apostolate using our own human strength alone. It would be
1impossible! But if we ask for, and rely on God’s strength we can be missionaries in our
own society.

The reward? God will say “Here I am” Then light shall rise for you in the darkness (1st.
reading Isaiah 58). Let’s try it!
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6th Sunday year A 16/2/20
Scripture Shirach15:15-20; Psalm119:1 Corinth2:6-10; Matt.5:1:17-37

In the Bible we read: “If any of you need wisdom, you should ask God for it and it will
be given to you. God is generous’(James1:5). In today’s first reading Shirah speaks of
“the immense wisdom of God”. In the second reading Paul speaks of “the wisdom that
comes from God- not the wisdom of the world.” Using worldly wisdom we can study
much and advance in our work or become scholars. But this ‘wisdom’ is in the head. It
1s superficial. Wisdom from God touches our hearts, and is deep and lasting. True
wisdom is a gift from God that puts us in close contact ; with God. It tells us that we are
loved and special in His eyes. Let us ask for this wisdom so that this truth touches our
hearts. We need wisdom from God to look at a crucifix and see not a scene of horrible
torture, but see a wonderful scene of a God who loves me and gave up his life to save
me. We need true wisdom to realize that the purpose of our life here on earth is to walk
toward an eternal life.

But at various places in the Bible we read that wisdom from God comes also into our
everyday lives. Some examples from the Bible are: the ability to sew clothes; to build
as a carpenter and to make tents; to guide a ship at sea; to sing at funerals, and an
Interesting example in Jeremiah, where a grey haired uneducated grandmother
advises an army general. In other words let us ask God to gives us wisdom in our
everyday life- at our workplace, school, in our home, in our recreation, in our family
life.

Jesus tells us in the Gospel that when we clash with another, do not have a grudge
but rather have the wisdom to go to the other person and humbly mend the wound. We
need God7s help to do this difficult reconciliation. “O Lord! give me wisdom!”
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7th Sunday YR A 23/02/2020
Scripture : Levit.19:1-18 ; Psalm103 ; 1Cor.3:16-23 ; Matt.5:38-48

Today Jesus gives us a challenge: “ Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you.” We must not dodge this challenge!

But before we ponder the meaning of Jesus’'words, let us pray Plsalm 103:"God
forgives my sin...saves me in a crisis ...God is compassion and love....as far as east is
from the west, so far does. He remove our sins.”(Psalm 103). Jesus says to us: “Your
sins are forgiven, go in peace.” Think back on your life and say to yourself: “God has
forgiven me ; so let me forgive others.”

In this atmosphere of love by God we ponder Jesus'words: “Love your enemies. Pray
for them.”

In the Bible context an “enemy” has a wide meaning - from someone who I really
hate, down to someone who has hurt me or even someone who is different; or someone
I do not like, or get on with.

To “love” an enemy does not mean a nice feeling! It means accepting that person as
he/she is — even if obviously wicked! “Impossible” you say! Yes, on human strength
alone, this is impossible. But when Jesus gives us a command, he also gives the
strength to follow that command. Let us rely on that strength of Jesus to love enemies.

God’s love 1s unconditional. God truly 100% loves both good people and those we call
“bad people”. The human reply to that 100% love is different, but the love of God for
“bad people” too is always 100%. We are asked to be like our God. God forgives us — we
forgive others.

Our model and help is Jesus. When the cruel soldiers were driving nails through his
hands on the cross, and the leaders were insulting him, Jesus prayed : “Father, forgive
them. They do not know what they are doing.”

To love enemies is not usually accepted in general society. People and countries have
wounds and grudges. We Christians are called by Jesus to be healers of these wounds.

Pray for your ‘enemies’.
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