Passion (Palm) Sunday Year A 5/4/20
Scripture: Isaiah 50 : 4-7 ; Psalm 22 ; Philippians 2:6-11 ; Matthew 26 : 31-27 : 60

The new coronavirus is invisible. It causes fear and anxiety. We are advised to stay in
our homes, and avoid contact with others. I am asking you, as your priest, to have
close SPIRITUAL Contact with our church community. I, as your priest, will be
offering Mass in an empty church, but you are with me. I ask you to pray at Mass time
with the community, united in Christ even when praying in your own home. I believe
that this prayer connection will help us all to overcome this crisis. So let us all pray
together in our homes.

In the concrete, I suggest you pray like this. Open your Bibles to the Scripture
passages listed above. These passages describe the sufferings of Jesus. Reading them,
remember that this is our God who became human because he loves us (Philippians).
Jesus, as a true human, had that human experience of emptiness (Psalm 22). Then
slowly, very slowly and thoughtfully read the Passion narrative according to Matthew
(Matthew’s Gospel 26 : 31-27 : 60). Pause often and say to yourself : “Jesus is doing
this suffering for me, because he loves me.” Yes, think of the cruel torture, but more
important is the love behind it. That love of Jesus for each of us is alive today. Each of
us can say with St. Paul : ”Jesus loves me and delivered himself up for me.” (Gal. 2 :
20)

Jesus says to each of us : “Fear not, because I am with you.” Especially when we
experience fear, anxiety, pain, loneliness etc. The risen Jesus is beside us. Jesus gives
us strength and healing. Jesus himself experienced pain, fear and loneliness. Because
Jesus has had these human experiences, our God is always close to us. Jesus 1s our
God who travels the journey of life with us. Jesus is truly our fellow trave | ler. Peace

to you all !
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Easter Sunday 12/4/20
Scripture:Acts10:34-43,Psalm118, I Corinth.5:6-8,John20:1-9

In the middle of State of Emergency, Jesus, our God, speaks to each of us in a living
voice: “Fear not I am with you.” We are asked to stay in our homes as much as
possible, and reduce the people we meet by 80%. This state makes it possible that
could get depressed, bored, dull and lonely! Do not let that sad state happen! Use this
crisis time to meet the Risen Jesus in your own home. Jesus, our God lives beside you
in your homes. Jesus speaks to you in a living voice through the Bible and prayer.
“Fear not, because I am with you.”(Matt.28:20 Luke12:7 Matt.10:31 Luke12:32)

That 1s what the Resurrection of Jesus means. God, the Son, put aside being God
and became human, like us. That was 2000 years ago in a small, distant country called
Israel. Jesus died on the cross, but on the 3rd day He rose from the dead. Because of
the Resurrection Jesus is alive, with us now in every home, in every country.

Yes, We go to the church to meet Jesus, especially in the Eucharist. But we can also
meet Jesus in our own hearts and homes. This “home meeting” is important. In this
crisis time we can learn this importance. Let us use this crisis time well.

The Risen Lord Jesus says to each of us in live voice: “Come to me all you who are
tired and have heavy burdens, I will refresh you”(Matt.11:28) let us respond to the
gentle invitation of Jesus. Tell him in your own words all that is going on in your
heart. The Risen Lord listens to you.

Each of us walks to Emmaus with the Risen Lord. (Luke24:13-35) The Risen Jesus
calls us too each by name (John20:11-18); gives peace to doubting Thomas and each of
us(John20:20-29), and is so gentle with Peter who had denied him 3 times-and gentle
with us today(John21:1-18). Let us meet the Risen Jesus and share his peace with
others.
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2nd Sunday of EASTER (Divine Mercy Sunday) 19/04/2020
Scripture : Acts2:42-47 ; Psalm118 ; 1Peter1:3-9; John20:19-31

For 256 years(1617-1873), Japan’s Christians prayed in their homes. Because of
persecution churches were closed. In 2020 let us follow this example of how the
Christians of Japan kept their faith really alive. Let us pray in our homes. The Risen
Jesus lives with you in your home.

The State of Emergency is a special opportunity to meet the Risen Lord Jesus in
prayer.

For your prayer (and encouragement) I suggest we open today’s Gospel (John 20:19-
31). Let us meet both Jesus and Thomas. We can meet Thomas because he is so like
us! Thomas has doubts. He runs away from the community. He is stubborn. Th e faith
of Thomas is up and down! So like us!

The Risen Lord appears when Thomas has returned. Jesus does not scold him. Jesus
accepts his as he is — weak faith, doubts and stubborness. (Jesus does the same to us
today) Jesus is so gentle and understanding with Thomas. This is the mercy of God in
action. We today can taste the same mercy.

As so often happens when God works within our hearts, the chaos of doubt and weak
faith produces a much stronger faith. Thomas’s faith prayer was: “My Lord and my
God.”

“Lord”is a small word with a deep meaning. It means that I give my whole life into
God’s hands. I trust Jesus with my future life, my health, my hopes, my joys and
sufferings. ie. Offertory.

“My God” Jesus is our God who has experienced being human. Because of that
experience Jesus is close to us, Jesus understands our human weakness and is
patient, thoughtful and full of mercy. Let us meet this gentle Jesus in prayer in this
crisis time. Let us share his encouragement with others. “Peace be with you”

P.S.

Each day (Sunday and week-days) I, (as your priest), offer mass at 9 am: I offer that
Mass with you, and for you. Please join me in spirit. I am in the rectory in Irie-cho
when I offer Mass. I seen to be alone, but in spirit I am with you all in your own

homes.
Let us be “ONE TEAM”
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3rd Sunday of EASTER A 26/4/20
Scripture: Acts 2:22-33; Psalm:16; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35

The Corona virus gives us anxiety. It is invisible, scary and causes fear. Here is a
small modern parable, which fits our present crisis.

A mother puts her child to bed at night. The light is extinguished. The young child
cried out “Mama! It is dark and I am frightened.” The mother answers her child: “My
child! Jesus is beside you, so do not worry.” The child answers: “Yes, mama, but I want
someone I can see.” That is true we cannot see the Risen Jesus with the eyes of our
body. This mother heard her young child’s cry of fear and loneliness. She came close to
her child and said: “My child! Let us pray together.” Both mother and child felt the
presence of Jesus.” We meet Jesus, our companion, in prayer.

In Sunday’s first reading we read: “.... With the Load at my right hand, nothing can
shake me.” (Acts 2:25). In Psalm 16 we read: “God is beside me, so I will never be
shaken.” (Psalm 16:8).

In the Gospel (Luke 24:13-35) we see two disciples in despair and loneliness. The
risen Jesus is beside them, but the 2 do not realize this fact of Jesus being present.
Notice how Jesus allows the 2 to pour out their worries first. Only then does Jesus
explain the deep meaning of the Bible. Jesus opens their eyes of faith. The 2 felt his
presence, and were filled with joy and hope.

This is not just a scene of 2000 years ago! The same Risen Jesus today walks the
path of life with us. Jesus is our fellow traveler. Let us talk to him. Tell Jesus of all
your worries. Open your Bible. Jesus talks to us through the Scriptures. Jesus today
gives us courage, consolation and friendship in the corona crisis. Pope Francis writes
to us too: “Christ lives now. Every day he is beside you. He enlightens, strengthens
and frees you.” (The Joy of the Gospel #164). Peace and health to you all.
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