14th Sunday (A) 05/07/2020
Scripture : Zecharia 9:9-10 ; Psalm 145 ; Romans8:9,11-13; Ma t t h e w11:25-30

In the first Old Testament prophecy we read: “Your King will come to you; he is meek,
rides on ass! Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophecy. An august king rides a war-horse
or a chariot, not a humble ass that ordinary people ride! This King is humble.

In the Gospel we hear Jesus say: “I am meek and humble of heart.” What do these
words mean for us when we go to our God, our King, Jesus? Although Jesus is our God
and King, he is not separated from us. Jesus is not a long way above us. That is, Jesus
1s humble. Jesus is our God who became human. Jesus is one of us! Jesus is one in
heart with us. Because Jesus has experienced being human he is close to us; Jesus
gives us strength, encouragement and support. Therefore we can approach Jesus with
confidence and without embarrassment. We can tell Jesus our problems — and Jesus
will really listen to us. That is what Jesus means when he says: “I am meek and
humble”

Our God Jesus gives us a beautiful invitation: “Come to me you who are tired and
loaded with heavy problems.”

The Corona virus has given us an added tiredness and worry. There is fear of
infection for self and family. This fear is on top of our pains, stress, problems, hurts
and restrictions. LET US ANSWER JESUS'INVITATION. If we do not go to Jesus,
what a waste! Jesus says to us today: “Come to me....I will give you peace.”

Some times, Jesus helps us to solve our problem. At other times Jesus says: “Let us
carry this yoke together.” The ‘yoke’is suffering, but it is a double yoke. Jesus and us
together. That is what makes our suffering easy and light. We are not alone.

Let us go to Jesus, telling our tiredness and burdens. Taste his peace and let us share
it with others.



FMEE14EH 2020057 HS5H

[EhTH bHf-LOH LT EHEL
EEMRGEHYNVYEI:-10 FR 14 O—TAADFHKE: 9-13 <& 4 11:25-30

FE—BFDIEHNEEDTEEDDH T, 'HE-OENEKS, HIEFESRDZ EHL, ONIZE
2TK b1 EHYET, I TRAKIEIZDFAEDERLGNDTY, BHrDEVEF. ERMNFE
5AHFTIELLWLANGETIELGLS, EFECHEICE-TEXET., THIDEFFRELDT
ERR
BEEDHT, A IRHFEIZIS5M-oTWVET, AAFIFMTHELEDTH D,
NLDEEFFAEICE 2T, FAELTLEDMHIR. AEDE. 1 TREFDBLEANTCESE
(2. AIZEKRLTWVWADTLELY ?A4 TRKRITFAZEDM@HIRTHY ETTH. WITFAENDS
MN-TFEETEEVDTT ., 1 TRRIERENELIZREF R LS5 BFETELELDTT,
ZO3TCTT A TRKRIEIFRELEALBDTY A TRABRIIAMICHE > -FAZEDHZRLZDTT,
A ZRFRIZFAZEOFD—ATT | f{ TRAKIL, FAZREDZFHEIZCTHAHLDTY, 41 TR
[IARE L THOREBRZSIN-DT, FAEICHELGENDTYT, LT, 41 TRFKRITFAEIZHE
FELEXZFEZTTEIVET,

WICFEX, EHEZERF->T. BET A EHLKAIRAKICADS ZELAHESLDTYT, #h
ZlE, 1 IRXAKRICEPOMEZET ENEEFT, —F LT, 1 TRZRIEAZEDEEZE
BRICEIWNTLKIEEBTLED, CD, TRAEFERMTHBELZLDTHD] L1 ITABENE S

Ledl&EHDTY,

FEOHKRTHS M TAHKIE, ZEICEBESLWMBEEZ L TLEST>TWET, ENT
WBE., EMEFE->TWAEIIHTEIDITIZELR L] &,

AT I INRIE, AEICELRZERFEDEZEE5LTVET., BRBEE EREMNRK
25 H5DTIEHBELDNEVNSEBALHY ., COBRND., EDFEHPL., R LR, KA, E
EPERESIZTRERILTVVET, 1 TRAFEDBEICIHAFLELED, RENMIRAFEDL E
[SITDVEWEL, MEEH2FWVEWIETLEY ' M T RAKIISBEEE>TWVET, MFAD
TITEEEWD - - FAEBHLG IR ETEERLD]

AR, 1 TRRISAENBEZMRTIODEMTTTIVNET, FLADFICIE, 1T
AT, TCOMEHEICHE S| EM->TTFIWVWET, 8 (KUEF)) FELATT. L
ML, ZNIETEITOHTT AWML LA TRABREFZT—HEICWDEINSTT, ThiL,
AEDELAZANGL. BLLTLNET, REIF—AZF2ETIEELDTY,

A ITRABOAANEFELELD, ZLTHREDENPEREELELELS, 1 TRAEDTF
REKDL, ThEMODAZELEIMBENEL &S,



15th Sunday year A 12/7/2020
Scripture: Isaiah55:10-11;Psalm65; Matthew13:1-23

Among all the people in this world, I am one of the most fortunate! Every Christian
1s likewise fortunate! Why? Because Jesus has sown the seed of faith in the soil of our
hearts. Jesus say to his disciples and to us today:”God has blessed you, because your
eyes can see, and your ears can hear’(Matt.13:16). That is, the eyes of faith can meet
the Risen Jesus, and hear his messages to us, through the Bible. Indeed we are
fortunate! Only 1% of the people of Japan are Christians. Are we only to be a small,
fortunate elite? Never! We have been chosen to share this fortunate gift. We are called
to be a flavor and a small candle-light in the darkness. Seeds are not to remain in
their packets!

In the parable Jesus sows the seed of faith in our hearts. But some seed falls on the
(Dhard path at the side of the field. The ‘hard path’ are those with pride, thinking that
they know everything. And some with prejudice are unteachable. Some do not want to
change. @Some seed falls on this soil only a few centimeters deep on granite stone.
This person’s seed of faith has a short life of enthusiasm, then shrivels up. @
smothered by weeds. This person gets so ‘busy’ with worldly things-money, goods,
success, TV, games, internet, hobby, smartphone. God is forgotten or comes second
best. Second best is always the worst enemy of the best. @Good soil needs time for
prayer and Scripture.

Jesus advises us to invest in the spiritual treasures of Heaven. That is, a full heart-
response to the faith seed. Jesus gives at time 100% return, or 60% or 30%. Just
compare that return to of worldly money in the Stock Exchange! Investment of our

hearts is so worth it. We are fortunate.



FREE15EH 202057 H12H

MEMDEERTIZLEL &S]
BEMS APV 10-11;5FE 65, w21 13:1 ~23

MR FEIOHATREVEENZE,. EVWVEED—ATT 'BALELIITTRTOF
JRAMEIFIZEWTT ' BETLELY 24 TRABEDI=EDDIEMDIELZRE (F) LWVTL
o= T,

A IR¥RRITISH, BFEEEMEBIZSIEOLNET, (HLEEA-OBIIRTLSME
FZVE, HBEEDAEOEEFBENTWEIINLFNE] (Y44 13.16), DF Y., Fht=BIZEM
NDETEEINFAIRAHFZR., EEZEALTAIREDA v E—DFEIK 2 ENTEE
To B=BIEFEARYIZENTT, FURLMEFEIEIEROAODHDTN1%TY, TlX, FAf=B
FBIEN:-—BYDENLGEELEOTLEIN? EATHERHEW! FAf=b(X, COFELZEEY
¥ (YY) ZHOANREPDBESE=OITEENE Lz, FAl=bILtED Tk, BEO/NE
BT (EH LW ITHEDKSICHEEIN-DTT, EMNDIEZEZ. BORICANE-FER TS
MEWTL IS !

BEDEEZZEDORT, 41 TRKF-BDODIZEMOEZEEZET,

LML, HAEITEIRICSEDEET, Eifl ElX. 754 FAEL., BREITRTZoHMh -
TWEEBSADZETYT, RRICELBTWAAEFIZCAZFRAL, BREEZ<{#H
WAHLWET,

Flz. HAIBERESITTHEOFOFERSI LM EWVLIZELET, COADEMIE—H
BIZIFXETHERDLTTIMN, TCITAOTLENET,

ZROFBIZEMz-FE, COANE HOME - - M- HH-FLE-F—L - 4123 —
Ry bR - RIARITIE LS, RO Z EIFEIZHELDD, HHoTEZDORTT, £L T,
RE (ZOR) IE. RE (—F) ORTIEHLGL ., [REOHEBIZHS—FDEMI BHDTY,
BT B=0IZF THY ) & THI EEZHKRHSERBI ABRETT,

A ZRRIFFA-BIC. REDEWNLBEICIRET A LZHMDTHEONTT, RELIE.
A IRELFEVWTLKES > EMDEICLEEITS (R<T) W52 ETT, 1 TR
(X, BFIZ 100 fZ, 60 1%, I0EDEY E1 -6 L TLEETVWET, HRAOKAIZREDE LTI
BY EERTHTLKEEWVW 5D LORETZENEITOMENHLSIDTT, Ff-b
FRBEFN. RBFEVLGETT, BELELL S,



16th Sunday Year A 19/7/20

Scripture: Wisdom 12:13-19; Psalm 86; Matt 13:24-30

The theme of these 3 readings is :God is extremely patient with each of us. God is
not a punishing God, but rather full of gentleness and understanding of our human
frailty.

In the Gospel, Jesus uses a parable to tell us a vital messege. There are all sorts of
people in our society, and in our church. God is patient with all. God is especially
patient with us, therefore we are called to be patient with others.

In the parable of Jesus, there is good wheat and poison wheat. God can change
poison wheat into healthy wheat. Human too! Do not immediately pull the weed out,
but wait! Do not judge a person to be poison-wait. God waits, let us do the same. God
1s so patient with me, let me be the same to others.

Also in our society, and church, there are all sorts of people. These have different
personalities, (i.e. different from mine); there are different education levels, in
political thinking there are left-wing, right-wing and middle; different nationalities,
and all with some (but different) weakness. God accepts each one as he/she is — let us
do the same.

If you are finding it difficult to accept someone, here is a way of facing the problem
(Din a concrete way make a list of your weak points, your manners, your failures, your

sins
(@realize in prayer that God accepts you totally as you are
@tell God that you are finding ‘000’ hard to get on with
@ask God to give you strength to accept ‘0-0-0’
Remember Mother Teressa’s words: ‘Peace begins with a smile’. Oe Kenzaburo, in an
interview, said we in Japan need ‘tolerance’. God loves each one of us. Let us share
that love.
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17th Sunday yearA 26/7/20

Scripture: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119; Romans 8;28-30; Matthew 13:44-52

Imagine this scene! The Risen Jesus stands in front of you and says: “In the depths of
your heart, what do you most want?” What would be your answer? [Here, pause and
think deeply]

Probably the first request that comes to the surface will be: your own health (or
family); or solution of a problem; or money to pay for education; or relief from stress.
These are all good, but, like Solomon in the first reading, there is something
absolutely more fundamental to the human heart. That is, to have a deep realization
that God loves me as-I-am. God really cares for me as a person he created. That is true
wisdom. If we have that gift from God, all the other requests take on a ‘new look’.

To experience God’s unconditional love for each of us, we need to really desire this gift
of intimate friendship with God. In the words of the Gospel parable, this gift is a
treasure hidden in the earth, so we have to dig for it! Or it is like a special beautiful
pearl, and like specialists in pearls, we need to sacrifice everything we have and buy
it. In the 2 parables the person sells everything he owns to obtain the treasures. But
note well, he does it with joy. In other words, Jesus is asking us to give 100% of our
heart to walking his Way. This is a joyful journey. When we put Jesus as priority in
our lives, every daily work takes on a delightful taste.

In the 3rd parable of the fish-net, Jesus tells us that his Church includes good people,
and bad people, people from every nation, people of different ideas- God loves them all
and waits for the bad and luke-warm to repent and become good. So do not judge!
Accept!

We are all called to share God’s love and acceptance with others.
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