23rd Sunday 6/9/20

Scripture: Ezekiel33:7-9; Psalm95; Romans13:8-10; Matthew18:15-20

Today’s Scripture readings are about the Church group that we call ‘community’.
Jesus founded our church, but this group is made up of humans. No human on this
earth 1s perfect! We all have faults and peculiar traits! Jesus, our God and church
founder, knows all our faults and accepts us weak humans as-we-are. Jesus now asks
us to accept others in our community as-they-are.

In St Paul’s time, especially in the community of the church in Corinth, there were
factions. There was friction between groups. In today’s Matthew Gospel (18:15-20) we
also see friction.

St. Paul and Matthew tell us that the risen Jesus Christ himself is in the middle of
our community and calls on us to be united to Jesus-and to each other. (1
Corinth,10:17) Today Paul tells us :"Love one another as you love yourself’.(Rom13:9)
In our church community if someone does an act for all of us do we say ‘thank you’. Or
do we just take the kindness for granted? In the Gospel Jesus tells us that if someone
hurts you, do not hold a grudge. Rather talk kindly and gently to that person, to
reconcile.

In a similar vein, Pope Francis tells us that we humans are hurting the planet
which is the home of all of us. Pope Francis gives us a gentle warning: Let us valve
nature and not harm it. Our planet is getting warmer. Let us do something in our own
home and life to mend this. Today, at our Pope’s request is prayer for the care of
Creation Sunday.

Jesus again tells us to send up our prayers of petition to God. But some answer: "1
did not receive what I asked from God”. God always hears and answers our prayers.
But God, because he is God, sees the big scene of our lives and in beautiful wisdom
and warm love, gives to his children what is best for them. Our prayer never goes to

waste.
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24th Sunday 13/9/20

Scripture: Sirach 27:30-28:7; Psalm 103; Matthew 18:21-35

“The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger and rich in compassion.” These words in
today’s Psalm 103 occur often in the Bible. Why? Because they tell us about God’s
attitude to us. Our God loves us as-we-are. Our God knows our frailty and is not a
punishing God.

Our gentle God forgives our sins totally- if they are ‘small’ sins, or even grievious crimes.
If we are truly sorry, our sin is exterminated. In concrete language the Bible describes
forgiveness of sin as: ‘God turns his face from my sin. The idea behind this is that the
look of God gives existence to all things. When God stops looking at our sins, they cease
to exist! God does not keep a list of our sins and count them against us. ‘God-punishment’
is un-christian. Our God is kind and does not want us to feel guilt. Feel gratitude for
forgiveness.

Our God forgives us. In deep gratitude, let us forgive others. God gives us the truly
enormous gift of total forgiveness. The least we can do is give the tiny gift of forgiving
others. (This is the message of today’s parable. ‘1000 talants’ is 50 year’s wages, ‘100
denarion’ is 3 month’s wages). Imagine the massive relief the man felt when forgiven
that great debt. But he had no sense of gratitude and was totally without mercy when
he did not forgive a trivial amount to his fellow servant.

In human relationships, because we are weak humans, we all have experienced insults,
or bullying, or harassment, or favoritism or sarcasm etc. Jesus asks us to truly forgive
that person who caused the wound in our heart. A grudge is like the one who 1s hurt
drinking poison, hoping that the one who hurt you will die! A grudge, or not forgiving,
is like a silent cancer in our heart! Do you want to forgive? (the first step to health). Ask
Jesus for help in prayer. Recall Jesus’ great mercy first, then plead with him for his gift

of forgiveness. Try it! You will taste the peace Jesus gives.
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25th Sunday A 20/9/20

Scripture: Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 145; Phillipians 1:20-27; Matt. 20:1-16

Today’s parable of Jesus (Matt.20:1-6) has no connexion whatsoever, with labor
relations. I repeat, because this is important. The parable has no connexion with the
payment of wages by management.

Parables is Jesus’ time were a way of teaching. They were taken from everyday life,
but usually had one point that was very different from the usual. That different point
was in the parable to cause us to think — and then discover the vital message for
ourselves.

To understand the parable of the vineyard workers, the background is most
important. The church Christian community for whom Mattew was writing were from
the religion of the Jews. They saw themselves as a continuation of the Old Testament
with 1900 years of history since the time of Abraham. They considered themselves
specially privileged in God’s eyes and deserved very special attention and rewards
form God. But then non-Jews, pagans, came into the Church. These late-comers spoke
a different language, had different customs and ate different food. The former Jewish
Christians thought: ”Surely God will reward us more than these late commers.”

You who read this, and myself, are the very ones who have only worked one hour!
God has been so generous to us.

There is another aspect to the parable. One-denarius was a casual labor’s day’s pay.
With that small wage he could only just supply the essential food for his family. Think
how he waited 11 hours at the labor exchange, and he could already hear the cries of
hunger of his children! Then the family is saved by wonderful thoughtfulness and
generosity of the vineyard owner. Our God has been most generous to each of us.
Recall the good things of your life (and even in suffering where God helped you) Let us
thank God for his generosity. Let us share his gifts with others.
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26th Sunday A 27/9/20

Scripture : Ezekiel 18:25-28 ; Psalm 25 ; Philip.2:1-11; Ma t t h e w21:28-32

Today’s parable of Jesus has two levels, or time zones. One level is for the priests and
elders of the time of Jesus, 2000 years ago. The other level is for us today. It is the basic
teaching that is ever important.

The younger son of the parable represents the priests and leaders of Jesus’ time. The
younger son’s father asks him to help with the busy time of the grape harvest. He says:
“Yes, father, I will go to help you .” But he does not go! His ‘yes’ is from his mouth only.

The oldr son is also asked to help. He actually insults his father when he says: “ 1 will
not go to your vineyard.” But later he is sorry for his refusal. He then goes to work in
his father’s vineyard.

Jesus condemns the priests and elders because they seem on the outside to be walking
God’s way, but inside their heart they are self-centered. Their prayers are words only;
their actions are all a fake. Jesus praises the tax-collectors (who the elders regarded as
traitors to their country and religion) and also praises the prostitues who repent and
come back to God’s way.

What is the message for us today? Are we Christians on Sunday only, and do not think
of God or neighbour from Monday to Saturday? Have we accepted Jesus himself, and
his Way, with our hearts 100%?

The parable tells us that our God is a forgiving God. If we are truly sorry, Jesus
welcomes us back. Psalm 25 in today’s Mass emphasizes that God is not punishing God,
he forgives. Psalm 25, verse 7: “O God, please forgive the sins and errors of my youth.”

The 2nd reading is a beautiful hymn that tells us that Jesus is truly God. Jesus has
experienced our humanity and understands our human fraility. Jesus is gentle, forgives

us and welcomes us back. Let us be kind to others and welcome back those who stray.
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